SPEECH 


Of 


One  of  the  Members  for  Philadelphia  County  : 


In  ANSWER 


To  the  Speech  of  John  Dickinfon , ,  Efq-, 

Delivered  in  the  Houfe  of  Assembly,  of  the 
Province  of  Pennsylvania,  May  24,  I  7  64. 

On  Occafion  of  a  Petition  drawn  up  by  Order,  and 
then  under  the  Confideration  of  the  House  ; 
praying  his  Majesty  for  a  Royal,  in  lieu  of 
a  Proprietary  Government. 


Audi  ct  alteram  Partem . 


fna&c*  T  is  not  merely  becaxife  Mr.  Dickinfori  s  Speech 
M  M  was  < ufher’d  into  the  World  by  a  Preface,  that* 

M  )t (  one  is  niade  to  this  of  Mr.  Galloway.  Bat 

as  *n  that  Preface,  a  Number  of  Afperfions 
were  thrown  on  our  Affemblies,  and  their  Prcv 
ceedings  grofsly  mifreprefented,  it  was  thought  necefiary 
to  wipe  thofe  Afperfions  off,  by  fome  proper  Animad- 
verfions  ;  and  by  a  true  State  of  Faffs,  to  rectify  thofe 
Mifreprefentations. 


The  Preface  begins  with  faying,  that  cc  Governor  D.enny% 
whofe  Adminiftration  will  never  be  mentioned  but  with  » 
“  Difj  ;race,  in  the  Annals  of  this  Province,  was  induced  by 
Confiderations  to  which  the  World  is  now  no  Stranger^ 

“  to  pafs  fundry  Affs,”  &c.  thus  infinuating,  that  by  fome 
unulual  bafe  Bargain  fecretly  made,  but  afterwards  difeo^- 
ver’d,  he  was  induc’d  to  pafs  them.— -It  is  fit,  therefore, 
without  undertaking  to  juftify  all  that  Governor’s  Adrni- 
niftracion,  to  {hew  what  thofe  Confiderations  wTere. — Ever 
fince  the  Revenue  of  the  Quit-rents  firft,  and  after  that  the 
Revenue  of  Tavern  Licences,  were  fettled  irrevocably  on  our 
Pr@prietaries  and  Governors,  they  have  look’d  on  thofe  Incomes 
as  their  proper  Eftate,  for  which  they  were  under  no  Ob¬ 
ligations  to  the  People  :  And  when  they  afterwards  cond 
curr’d  in  pafiing  any  ufeful  Laws,  they  confidered  them 
as  fo  many  Jobbs,  for  which  they  ought  to  be  parti¬ 
cularly  paid.  Hence  arofe  the  Cuftom  of  Prefents  twice 
» a  Year  to  the  Governors,  at  the  clofe  of  each  SeflioQ 
in  which  Laws  were  paft,  given  at  the  Time  of  Failing. 
They  ufually  amounted  to  a  Thoufand  Pounds  per 
Annum.  But  when  the  Governors  and  Afiembiies  difa- 
greed,  fo  that  Lav/s  were  not  pafs ’d,  the  Prefents  were 
with-held.-— V/hen  a  Difppiition  to  agree  enfu’d ,  tbe.e 


C  iv.  ) 


fontetimes  Hill  remain’d  fome  Diffidence.  The  Governors 
Would  not  pafs  the  Laws  that  were  wanted,  without 
fceing  fure  of  the  Money,  even  all  that  they  call’d  their 
Arrears  ;  nor  the  Aflemfclies  give  the  Money  without 
being  fure  of  the  Laws.— --Thence  the  Necellity  of  fome 
private  Conference,  i#  which,  mutual  Affurances  of  good 
Faith  might  be  receiv’d  and  given*  that  theTranfactiansfhould 
go  hand  m  -  hand.  What  Name  the  impartial  Reader  will 
give  to  this  Kind  of  Commerce,  I  cannot  fay  ;  To  me 
it  appears,  an  Extortion  of  more  Money  from  the  People,  for 
that  to  which  they  had  before  an  undoubted  Right,  both 
by  the  Conihitution,  and  by  Purchafe  :  Rut  there  was 
no  other  Shop  they  could  go  to  for  the  Commodity 
they  wanted,  and  they  were  oblig’d  to  comply,-— Time 
eftablifh’d  the  Cuftom,  and  made  it  feem  honeft  ;  fa 
that  our  Governors,  even  thofe  of  the  moft  undoubted 
Honor,  have  pradtis’d  it, — Governor  Thomas ,  after  a  long 
Mifunderftanding  with  the  Affembly,  went  more  openly  to 
work  with  them  in  managing  this  Commerce  and  they  with 
him.  The  Fact  is  curious,  as  it  Rands  recorded  in  the  V  otes 
of  1742-3,  Sundry  Rills  fent  up  to  the  Governor  for  his 
Affent,  had  lain  long  in  his  Hands  without  any  Anfwer. — 
y&n.  4.  Xhe  Houfe  46  Ordered,  That  Thomas  Leech ,  and 
66  Edward  Warner ,  wait  upon  the  Governor,  and  acquaint 
“  him,  that  the  Houfe  had  long  waited  for  his  Refult  on  the 
Bills  that  lie  before  him,  and  defire  to  know  when  tney 
may  expedi  it. — The  Gentlefaen  return  and  report,  that 
(C  they  wafted  upon  the  Governor,  and  delivered  the  Mef- 
fage  of  the  Houfe  according  to  Order,  and  that  the  Go- 
vernor  was  pleafed  to  fay,  He  had  had  the  Bills  long  un« 
66  der  Confederation,  and  waited  the  Refult  of  the  Houfe.”— 
The  Houfe  well  underftood  this  Hint  ;  and  immediately  re¬ 
solv’d  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Ploufe,  to  take  what 
was  called  the  Governor's  Support  into  Confideration,  in 
which  they  made,  the  Minutes  lay,  feme  Progrejs  ;  and  the 
next  Morning  it  appears,  that  that  Progrejs ,  whatever  it 
was,  had  been  communicated  to  him  ;  for  he  fent  them 
down  this  MefTage  by  his  Secretary;—-  Mr.  Speaker^ 
The  Governor  commands  me  to  acquaint  you,  that  as  he 
has  received  Afiuranccs  of  a  good  DijpoJition  in  the  Houfe^ 
he  thinks  it  incumbent  on  him  to  fhew  the  like-  on  hR 
Part ;  and  therefore  fends  down  the  Bills  which  lay  be- 
fore  him,  without  any  Amendment,”-— As  this  M efface 
v  *-  '*  —  only 


a 
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only  Jhmfd  a  goad Dfppfition ,  but  Contain’d  no  Pro  mile  to 
p  fs  the  Bills  ;  the  Houfe  feem  1 6  have  had.  their  Doubts  > 
&nd  therefore,  February  2,  when  they  came  torefolve,  on  the 
ftep  'rt  of  the  Grand  Committee,  to  give  the  Money,,  they 
guarded  their Refolves  very  oautiouhy,  viz.  “Refolved,  Th^t 
on  the  PaJJage  of  fuch  Bills  as  no.v  he  before  the  Govern 
.4<  nor,  the  Naturalization  Bill,  and  fuch  other  Bills  as  may 
44  be  prefen  ted  to  him,  during  this  Sitting,  there  be  paid 

<c  him.  the  Sum  of  Five  Hundred  Pounds. - Refolved  alfo, 

44  That  on  the  Pajjage  of  fuch  Bills  as  now  lie  before  the 
44  Gove  rnor,  the  Nat  realization  Bill,  and  fuch  other  Bills  as 
44  may  he  pre  .  •  •  .  ic  him  this  Sitting,  there  be  paid 
44  to  the  Gove'  ..r,  the  further  Sum  of  OneThoufand  Pounds, 
44  for  tl  .•  cut- v.r.'i  Year’s  Support;  and  that  Orders  be  drawn 
>4  on  the  Ttealurer  and  Truftees  of  the  Loan  Office,  purfu- 
44  ant  to  thefe  Refolves.”-— ' The  Orders  were  accordingly- 
drawn,  with  which  being  acquainted,  he  appointed  a 
Time  to  pais  the  Bills,  which  was  done  with  one  Hand, 
while  he  received  the  Orders  in  the  other  ;  and  then  with 
the  u  tin  oh  politenefs,  thank’d  the  Houfe  for  the  Fifteen  Hun¬ 
dred  Pounds,  as  if  it  had  been  a  pure  Free  Gift,  and  a  mere 
mark  of  their  Reipedt  and  Affe&icn.  4v  I  thank  you ,  GeiVr 
*4  tlernen,  (fays  he)  for  this  Injiance  of  your  Regard  ;  which 
44  lam  the  more  pleafed  with,  as  it  gives  an  agreeable  Prof- 
44  petl  o t  future  Harmony  between  me  and  the  Reprefenta- 
44  tives  of  the  People.” — This,  Reader,  is  an  exabt  Coun¬ 
terpart  of  the  T  ran  faff  ion  with  Governor  Denny  ;  except 
that  Denny  fent  Word  to  the  Houfe,  that  he  would  pafs  the 
Bills  before  they  voted  the  Support.-— And  yet,  here  was  no 
Proprietary  Clamour  about  "Bribery,  kc.  And  why  fo  ? 
Why,  at  that  Time,  the  Proprietary  Family,  by  Virtue  of  a 
fecret  Bond  they  had  obtained  of  the  Governor  at  his  Ap¬ 
pointment,  wTere  to  fhare  with  him  the  Sums  fa  obtained  of 
the  People  ! 


This  Refen 


rvation  of  the  Proprietaries  they  were  at  that 
Fime  a  little  afhanVd  of,  and  therefore  fuch  Bonds  were  then 
o  be  Secrets.  But  as  in  every  Kind  of  Sinning,  frequent 
lepetition  lellens  Shame,  and  increafes  Boldnefs,  we  find  the 
Proprietaries  ten  Years  afterwards,  openly  infilling  on  thefe 
Advantages  to  themfelves,  over  and  above  what  was  paid  to 
heir  Deputy  :  4C  Wherefore,  (fay  they,)  on  this  Occrfion,  it 
4  is  neceffary,  that  we  fliould  inform  the  People,  through 

44  yourfelves 


(  vi.  )  • 

<c  yourfelves,  their  Reprefentatives,  that  as,  by  the  ConflR 
tution,  our  Consent  is  necessary  to  their  Laws, 
<Q  at  the  fame  Fime  that  they  have  an  undoubted  Right  to 
fuch  as  are  neceffary  for  the  Defence  and  real  Service 
44  of  the  Country  •>  fo  it  will  tend  the  better  to  facilitate  the 
Cw  Several  Matters  which  muff  be  transacted  with  us,  for 
4  6  their  Reprefentatives  to  fhew  a  Regard  to  us  and  our  In- 
TEjtEST.” — This  was  in  their  Anfwer  to  the  Reprefenta- 
tion  of  the  Affembly,  [Votes,  December ,  1754,  Page  48] 
on  the  juftice  of  their  contributing  to  Indian  Expences, 
which  they  had  refufed.  And  on  this  Claufe,  the  Commit¬ 
tee  make  the  following  Remark  They  tell  us,  their 

Confent  is  neceffary  to- our  Laws ,  and  that  it  will  tend  the 
better  to  facilitate  the  Matters  which  muft  be  tranfadted 
with  them,  for  the  Reprefentatives  to  fhew  a  Regard  to 
their  Interest  :  That,  is,  as  we  underftand  it,  though 
<c  the  Proprietaries  have  a  Deputy  here,  fupported  by  the 
^  Province,  who  is,  or  ought  to  be,  fully  impower’d  to 
pafs  all  Laws  necefjary  for  the  Service  of  the  Country  ;  yet, 
before  we  can  obtain  fuch  Laws,  we  muff  facilitate  their 
tc  P a[[age->  by  paying  Money  for  the  Proprietaries  which 
they  ought  to  pay,  or  in  fame  Shape  make  it  their  particu- 
lar  Interest  to  pafs  them.  We  hope,  however,  that  if 
<fc  this  Practice  has  ever  been  begun ,  it  will  never  b o  continued 
in  this  Province  \  and  that,  knee,  as  this  very  Paragraph 
*c  allows,  we  have  an  undoubted  Right  to  fuch  Laws,  we 
iC  fhall  always  be  able  to  obtain  them  from  the  Goodnefs 
of  our  Sovereign,  without  going  to  Market  for  them  to  a 
Subject.” — Time  has  fhewn  that  thofe  Hopes  were  vain  ; 
they  have  been  oblig’d  to  go  to  that  Market  ever  fmee,  di¬ 
rectly,  or  indirectly,  or  go  without  their  Laws. The  Practice 
has  continued,  arid  will  continue,  as  long  as  the  Proprietary 
Government  fubfifts,  intervening  between  the  Crown  and  the 
People. 

1  *  *■.  i 

*  i  sv v 
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Do  not,  my  courteous  Reader,  take  Pet  at  our  Proprieta¬ 
ry  Conftitution,  for  thefe  our  Bargain  and  Sale  Proceedings 
in  Legiflation. — ’Tis  a  happy  Country  where  Juffice,  and 
what  was  your  own  before,  can  be  had  for  Ready  Money. 
rTis  another  Addition  tothe  Value  of  Money,  and  ofCourfe 
another  Spur  to  Induff  ry. — Every  Land  is  not  fo  blefs’d. 
There  are  Countries  where  the  princely  Proprietor  claims  to- 
be  Lord  of  all  Property  ;  where  what  is  your  own  fhall  not 
only  be  v/refted  from  you,  but  the  Money  you  give  to  have. 
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It  reftor’d,  fhall  be  kept  with  it,  and  your  offering  fa 
much,  being  a  Sign  of  your  being  too  rich,  you  fhall  be 
plunder'd  of  every  Thing  that  remain’d.  Thefe  Times  are 
not  come  here  yet  :  Y  our  prefent  Proprietors  have  never 
been  more  unreafonable  hitherto,  than  barely  to  inflffc  on 
your  Fighting  in  Defence  of  their  Property,  and  paying  the 
Expence  yourfelves  ;  or  if  their  Effaces  muff,  j  (ah  !  muft) 
be  tax’d  towards  it,  that  the  bejl  of  their  Lands  fhall  be  tax’d 
no  higher  than  the  worjl  of  yours. 

*  *  *■  -  *  i 

6  ^  t  / 

Pardon  this  Digrcflion,  and  I  return  to  Governor  Denny; 
but  firft  let  me  do  Governor  Hamilton  the  Juflice  to  obferve, 
that  whether  from  the  Uprightnefs  of  his  own  Difpofition, 
or  from  the  odious  Light  the  Practice  had  been  fet  ino n  Den¬ 
ny’s  Account,  or  from  both,  he  did  not  attempt  thefe  Bar¬ 
gains,  but  pafs’d  fuch  Lawrs  as  he  thought  fit  to  pafs,  with¬ 
out  any  previous  Stipulation  of  Pay  for  them.  But  then, 
when  hefaw  the  Affembly  tardy  in  the  Payment  he  expect¬ 
ed,  and  yet  calling  upon  him  fiill  to  pafs  more  Laws ,  he  open¬ 
ly  put  them  in  Mind  of  the  Money*  as  a  Debt  due  to  him 
Scorn  Cuftom.  “  In  the  Courfe  of  the  prefent  Y'ear,  (fays 
he,  in  his  Meffage  of  July  8.  1763)  “  a  great  Deal  of  public 
Bufinefs  hath  been  tranfaCbd  by  me  ;  and  I  believe,  as 
many  ufeful  Laws  enabled,  as  by  any  of  my  Predeceffors  in 
the  lame  Space  of  Tim* ;  yet  I  have  not  underflood,  that  any 
<c  Allowance  hath  hithertobeen  made  tome  for  my  Support,  as 
cc  hath  been  cuflomary  in  this  Province.” — The  Houfe  having 
then  fome  Bills  in  hand,  took  the  Matter  into  immediate  Confede¬ 
ration,  and  voted  him  five  Hundred  Pounds  ;  for  which  an  Order 
or  Certificate  was  accordingly  drawn  ;  and  on  the  fame  Day  the 
^Speaker,  after  the  Houfe  had  been  with  the  Governor,  re¬ 
ported,  “  That  his  Honor  had  been  pleafecj  to  give  his  Affent 
<c  to  the  Bills,  by  enacting  the  fame  into  Laws  ;  and  Mr. 
'«  Speaker  farther  reported,  that  he  had  then ,  in  behalf'  of 
cc  the  Houfe,  prefented  their  Certificate  of  Five  Hundred 
<c  Pounds  to  the  Governor,  wjro  was  pleafed  to  fay,  he  was 
«  obliged  to  the  Houfe  for  the  fame,”— -Thus  we  fee  the 
Pra&ice  of  purchafing  and  paying  for  Laws,  is  interwoven 
with  our  Proprietary  Conftitution,  us’d  in  the  bell  Times, 
and  under  the  beff  Governors.  And  yet,  alas  poor  Affem- 
-bly  I  How  will  you  fleer  your  brittle  Bark  between  thefe 
Rocks  ?  If  you  pay  ready  Money  for  your  Laws,  and  thofe 
Raws  are  not  lik’d  by  the  Proprietaries,  you  are  charg’d  with 

Bribery 
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Bribery  and  Corruption  If  you  waif  a  While  before  yoM 
pay,  you  are  accus'd  of  detaining  the  Governor's  cuftomary 
Right,  and  dun’d  as  a  negligent  or  difhoneft  Debtor,  that  re- 
fufes  todifeharge  ajuft  Debt  ! 

But  Governor  Denny  §  Cafe,  I  (hall  be  told,  differs  from 
all  tbefe,  for  the  Adis  he  was  induced  to  pafs,  were,  as  the 
Prefacer  tells  us,  contrary  to  his  Duty,  and  to  every  Tie  of 
<c  Honor  and  Juftice.”  Such  is  the  Imperfection  of  our 
Language,  and  perhaps  of  all  other  Languages,  that  notwith- 
ftanding  we  are  furnifivd  with  Di&ionaries  innumerable,  we 
cannot  precisely  know  the  import  of  Words,  unlefs  we 

know  of  what  Party  the  Man  is  t^iat  ufes  them. - In  the 

Mouth  of  an  Afiembly-man,  or  true  pennfylvanian ,  Contrary 
to  bis  Duty ,  and  to  every  Tie  of  Honor  and  JuJhce ,  would 
mean,  the  Governor's  long  Refufal  to  pafs  Laws,  how¬ 
ever  juft  and  neceffary,  for  taxing  the  Proprietary  Eftate  ;  a 
Refufal  contrary  to  the  Truft  repofed  in  the  Lieutenant-  Go¬ 
vernor,  by  the  Royal  Charter,  to  the  Rights  of  the  People, 
whole  Welfare  it  was  his  Duty  to  promote,  and  to  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  the  Contract,  made  between  the  Governor  and  the 
Governed,  when  the  Quit-rents  and  Licence  Fees  were  efta- 
blifh’d,  which  confirm'd  what  the  Proprietaries  call  our 
undoubted  Right  to  neceffary  Laws.— -Butin  the  Mouth  of  the 
Proprietaries,  or  their  Creatures,  contrary  to  his  Dutyy  and  to 
every  Tie  of  f tijli.ee  and  Honor ,  means,  his  Faffing  Laws,  con¬ 
trary  to  Proprietary  Irffrudfions  ;  and  contrary  to  the  Bonds 

he  had  previoufly  given  to  obferve  thofe  Inftrudtions  : - In- 

ftrudlions  however,  that  were  unjuft  and  unconftitutional, 
and  Bonds  that  were  illegal  and  void  from  the  beginning. 

Muci-I  has  been  Laid  of  the  Wickednefs  of  Governor 
Denny  in  Paffmg,  and  of  the  Affembly  in  prevailing  with 
him  to  pafs  thole  Adis.  By  the  Prefacer's  Account  of  them, 
you  would  think  the  Laws  fo  obtain’d  were  all  bad,  for  he 
(peaks  of  but  feven,  of  which,  fix  he  fays  were  repeal’d,  and 
the  fevenxth  reported  to  be  “  fundamentally  wrong  and 
unjust,  and  “  ought  to  be  repealed,  unlefs  fix  certain 
<c  Amendments  were  made  therein.”*  Whereas  in  fadt  there 


were 


— ~ 


*  This  Ad  is  intitled,  An  Ad  for  granting  to  his  Majeily, 
the  Sum  of  One  Hundred  Thoufand  Pounds,  linking  Rie  fame 
in  Bills  of  Credit,  and  finking  the  Bill?  by  a  Tax  On  all  Eftates 
real  and  perfonal. 
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Were  nineteen  of  them  5  and  feveral  of  thofe  muft  have  been 

good  Laws,  for  even  the  Proprietaries  did  not  object  to 
them.  Of  the  eleven  that  they  oppos’d,  only  fix  were  re¬ 
peal'd;  fo  that  it  leems  thefe  good  Gentlemen  may  them- 
felves  be  fometimes  as  wrong  in  oppofing,  as  the  Af- 
fembly  in  enabling  Laws.  But  the  W ords .  fundamentally 
Wrong  and  unjust  are  the  greatFund  of  Triumph  to  the 
Proprietaries  and  their  Partizans. .  Thefe  their  fubfequent 
Governors  have  unmercifully  dinn’d  in  the  Ears  of  the  Af- 
femblyon  all  occafions  ever  fmce,  for  they  make  a  Part  of 
nearaDozen  of  their  Meffages. --They  have  rung  the  Changes 
bn  thofe  Words;  till  they  work’d  them  up  to  fay  that  the  Law 
was  fundamentally  wrong  and  unjujl  in  Six  feveral  Articles. 
[Governor’s  MelTage,  May  17th,  1764.]  inftead  of  “  ought 
46  to  be  repealed  urilefs  fix  Alterations  or  Amendments 
could  be  madetherein” — -A  Law  unjuft  in  fix  feverai  Articles, 
tnuft  bean  unjuft  Law  indeed;  Let  us  therefore  once  fot 
all,  examine  this  unjuft  Law,  Article  by  Article  ,  in  order 
to  fee  whether  our  Affemblies  have  been  fuch  Villains  as 
they  are  reprefen  ted. 


The  firft  Particular  in  which  their  Lordfhips  propos’d 
the  Abfc  fhould  be  amended,  was,  That  the  real  Eftates  to 
iC  be  tax’d,  be  defined  with  Precijion ,  fo  as  not  to  include 
the  unfurveyed  wafte Land  belonging  to  the  Proprietaries.”' 
This  was  at  mbit,  but  an  Obfcurity  to  be  cleared  up.  And 
tho’  the  Law  might  well  appear  to  their  Lordfhips  incer¬ 
tain  irt  that  Particular  ;  with  us,  who  better  know  our 
own  C  adorns,  and  that  the  Proprietaries  wafte  unfurveyed 
Land,  was  never  here  confidered  among  Eftates  real,  fubjebl  to 
Taxation,  there  was  not  the  leaft  Doubt  or  Suppofition, 
that  fuch  Lands  were  included  iri  the  Words,  u  all  Eftates 
real  and  perfonal.”  The  Agents  therefore,  knowing  that 
the  Adembly  had  no  Intention  to  tax  thofe  Lands,  might 
well  fuppofe  they  w^tUd  readily  agree  to  remove  the  Obfcu- 
ritv; 

.  >  i  v  5 

Before  we  go  farther,  let  it  be  obferv’d,  That  the  main 
Defign  of  the  Proprietaries;  in  oppofing  this  Add,  was,  to 
prevent  their  Eftates  being  tax’d  at  all.  But  as  they  knew 
that  the  Doblrine  of  Proprietary  Exemption ,  which  they  had 
endeavoured  to  enforce  here,  could  not  be  fupported  there, 
they  bent  their  whole  Strength  again!!  the  Adt  on  other  Prin¬ 
ciples 
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ciples  to  procure  its  Repeal,  pretending  great  willingnefs  to 
fubmit  to  an  equitable  Tax  ;  but  that  the  Affembly,  out  of 
mere  Malice,  becaufe  they  had  confciencioufiy  quitted  £>ua- 
kerifm  for  the  Church  !  were  wickedly  determin’d  to  ruin 
them,  to  tax  all  their  unlurvey’d  Wildernefs  Lands,  and  at 
the  higheft  Rates,  and  by  that  Means  exempt  themfelves  and 
the  People,  and  throw  the  whole  Burden  of  the  War  on  the 
Proprietary  Family. — How  foreign  thefe  Charges  were  from 
the  Truth,  need  not  be  told  to  any  Man  in  Pennfylvania. 
And  as  the  Proprietors  knew,  that  the  Hundred  Thoufand 
Pounds  &f  Paper  Money,  ftruck  for  the  Defence  of  their  enor¬ 
mous  Eftates,  with  others,  was  adlually  iffued,  fpread  thro’  the 
Country,  and  in  the  Hands  of  Thoufands  of  poor  People, 
who  had  given  their  Labor  for  it  ;  how  bafe,  cruel,  and 
inhuman  it  was,  to  endeavour,  by  a  Repeal  of  the  Adi,  to 
ftrike  the  Money  dead  in  thofe  Hands  at  one  Blow,  and 
reduce  it  all  to  Wafte  Paper,  to  the  utter  Confufion  of  all 
Trade  and  Dealings,  and  the  Ruin  of  Multitudes,  merely  to 
avoid  paying  their  own  juft  Tax  ! — Words  may  be  wanting 
to  exprefs, — but  Minds  will  eafily  conceive, — and  never 
without  Abhorrence  !  \ 

..H  .  .  >  \  %  .  ..  .  . 

The  fecond  Amendment  propos’d  by  their  Lordfhips  was* 
That  the  located  uncultivated  Lands  belonging  to  the 
Proprietaries  (hall  not  be  affeffed  higher  than  the  loweft 
Rate,  at  which  any  located  uncultivated  Lands  belonging 
to  the  Inhabitants  fhall  be  afleffed.” — Had  there  been  any 
Provifion  in  the  Act,  that  the  Proprietaries  Lands,  and  thofe 
of  the  People,  of  the  fame  Value,  (hould  be  taxed  differently, 
the  one  high,  and  the  other  low,  the  Act  might  well  have 
'been  call’d  in  this  Particular,  fundamentally  wrong  and  unjuf . 
But  as  there  is  no  fuch  Claufe,  this  cannot  be  one  of  the 
Particulars  on  which  the  Charge  is  founded  ;  but,  like  the 
firft,  is  merely  a  Requifition  to  make  the  Act  clear,  by  ex¬ 
prefs  Directions  therein,  that  the  Proprietaries  Eftate  ihould 
not  be,  as  they  pretended  to  believe  it  would  be,  tax’d  high¬ 
er  in  proportion  to  its  Value,  than  the  Eftates  of  others. — 
As  to  their  prefent  Claim,  founded  on  that  Article,  ct  that 
the  bejl  and  mo  ft  valuable  of  their  Lands,  fhould  be  tax’d 
no  higher  than  the  worjl  and  leaf  valuable  of  the  People’s*” 
it  was  not  then  thought  of ;  they  made  no  fuch  Demand, 
nor  did  any  one  dream,  that  fo  iniquitous  a  Claim  would  ever 
be  made  by  Men  who  had  the  leaft  Pretence  to  the  ^C ha- 
radTrs  of  Honorable  or  Ilonfl ,  T  he 


The  third  Particular  was,  “  That  all  Lands  Aotgraht- 
ed  by  the  Proprietaries  within  Boroughs  and  Towns,  be 
deemed  located  uncultivated  Lands^  and  rated  accord- 
cc  ingly,  and  not  as  Lots.5’  The  Claufe  in  the  A61  that 
this  relates  to,  is,  “  And  whereas  many  valuable  Lots  of 
Ground  within  the  City  of  Philadelphia and  the  level  a! 
«  Boroughs  and  Towns  within  this  Province,  remain  un- 
«  improved  ;  Be  it  ena&ed,  &c.  That  all  fuch  unimproved 
«  Lots  of  Ground,  within  the  City  and  Boroughs  afore- 
“  faid,  fliall  be  rated  and  affeffed,  according  to  their  Situ- 
“  ation  and  Value,  for  and  towards  railing  the  Money 
46  hereby  granted.” — T'he  Reader  will  oblerve,  that  the 
Word  is  all  unimproved  Lots,  and  that  all  comprehends  the 
Lots  belonging  to  the  People,  as  well  as  tnofe  of  the 

Proprietary. - -There  were  many  of  the  former,  ^  and  a 

Number  belonging  even  to  Members  of  the  then  Ailernbly  ; 
and  confidering  the  Vaiue,  the  TL  ax  muft  be  prcpartiona- 
bly  as  grievous  to  them,  as  the  Proprietary  s  to  him.-— 
Is  there  among  us  a  Tingle  Man,  even  a  Proprietary  Rela¬ 
tion,  Officer,  or  Dependant,  fo  infenilble  of  the  Differen¬ 
ces  of  Right  and  Wrong,  and  fo  contus’d  in  his  Notions 
of  juft  and  unjuft,  as  to  think  and  fay,  that  the  A  (ft  in 
this  Particular,  was  fundamentally  wrong  and  ^  unjuft  ?  I 
believe  not  one. — What  then  could  their  Lordfhips  mean 
by  the  propos’d  Amendment  ?  — Their  Meaning  is  eafily 
explain’d.  The  Proprietaries  have  considerable  Trafts  of 
Land  within  the  Bounds  of  Boroughs  and  Towns,  that 
have  not  yet  been  divided  into  Lots  i  They  pretended  to 
believe,  that  by  Virtue  of  this  Claufe,  an  imaginary  Di- 
villon  would  be  made  of  thofe  Lanas  into  Lots,  and  ^n 
extravagant  Value  fet  on  fuch  imaginary  Lots,  greatly  to 
their  Prejudice  : — It  was  anfwered,  that  no  fuch  Miing 
was  intended  by  the  A 61  ,  and  that  by  Loti*,  was  meant 
only  fuch  Ground  as  had  been  furveyed  and  divided  into  Lots, 
_ and  not  the  open  undivided  Lands. — If  this  only  is  in¬ 
tended,  fay  their  Lordfhips,  then  let  the  A 61  be  amend¬ 
ed,  fo  as  clearly  to  exprefs  what  is  intended.  i  his  is  the 
ful’l  Amount  of  the  third  Particular. — How  the  Ad  was  under- 
ftood  here,  is  well  known  by  the  Execution  of  it,  before 
the  Difpute  came  on  in  England ;  and  therefore  before 
their  Lordfhips  Opinion  on  the  Point  could  be  givep  ;  of 
which  full  Proof  fhall  prefently  be  made.— in  the  mean 
Time  it  appears,  that  the  A<ft  was  not  on  this  Account, 

fundamentally  wrong  and  unjuf . 

y  2 
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(  m  ) 

The  fourth  Particular  is,  «  That  the  Governor’s  Con- 
.  and  Approbation  be  made  nece'fary  to  every  iffue 

“  and  Application  of  the  Money  to  be  raifed  by  Virtue 
of  (dch  A'^t.  -—The  Affembly  intended  this,  and  the’t 
they  had  done  it  in  the  Aft.  The  Words  of  the  Claufe 
being,  U  That  [the  Commiilioners  named]  “  or  the  ma¬ 
il  j°r  them,  or  of  the  Survivors  of  them,  with  the 

Lonjent  and  Ai'frrohation  of  the  Governor  or  Comm  an-* 
“  tom  Chief  of  this  Province,  for  the  Time  being, 
lhali  order  and  appoint  the  Dilpofition  of  the  Monies 
anting  by  Virtue  of  this  Act,  tor  and  towards  paying 
cloathing  two  Thoufand  feven  Hundred  effedtive 
^  Men,  &c.  —It  was  underflood  here,  that  as  the  Power 
of  difpofing,  was  exprefsly  to  be  witty  the  Confent  and 
Approbation  of  the  Governor,  the  Commiilioners  had  no 
Power  to  difpofe  #of  the  Money  without  that  Approbation  : 
But  their  L^rdfhips,  jealous  (as  their  Static#  requires)  of 
this  Prerogative  of  the  Crown,  and  being  better  acquainted 
with  the  Force  and  Weaknefsof  LawExpreffion,  did  not  think 
the  Claufe  explicit  enough,  unlefs  the  Words,  and  not 
otherwise ,  were  acided,  or  forne  other  W ords  equivalent* 
This  Particular  therefore  was  no  more,  than  another  Re- 
quifition  of  greater  Clearnefs  and  Preciiion  j  and  by  no. 
Means  a  Foundation  for  the  Charge  of  fundamentally  wrong 
and  unjujh  - 

•'  V. 

The  fifth  Particular  was,  «  That  Provincial  Commiffi- 
oners  be  named  to  hear  and  determine  Appeals,  brought 
on  the  Part  of  the  Inhabitants  as  well  as  the  Proprieta¬ 
ries.  >  There  was  already  fubfifling  a  Provilion  for  the 
Appointment  of  County  Commiilioners  of  Appeal,  by  whom 
the  Adi  might  be,  and  adlually  has  been,  as  we  fhall  pre~ 
fentlv  fhew,  juflly  and  impartially  executed,  with  Regard  to 
the  Proprietaries ;  but  Provincial  Commiilioners,  appointed 
in  the.  Adi,  it  was  thought  might  be  of  Life,  in  regulating  and 
equalizing  the  Modes  of  Afleflment  of  different  Counties, 
wtiere  they  were  unequal  ;  and,  by  affording  a  fcccnd  Ap¬ 
peal,  tend  more  to  the  Satisfadlion  both  of  the  Proprieta¬ 
ries  and  the  People. — This  Particular  was  therefore  a  mere 
propefed  Improvement  of  the  Adi.,  which  cauld  not  be,  and 
was  not,  in  that  refpedl,  denominated  fundamentally 
wrong  and  unjitji . 

.W* 
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(  xiii.  ) 

We  have  now  gone  thro’  five  of  the  fix  propos’d  Amend* 
pents,  without  chfcovering  any  Thing  on  which  ^th a:  a 
|ure  could  be  founded;  but  the  fixth 'remains,  wnica  points 
at  a  Part  of  the  Ad,  wherein  we  muft  candidly  aciaiov*- 
lege  there  is  fortieth  ing,  that  in  their  Lordihips  View  or  it, 
muft  juftify  their  Judgment:  Lhe  Words  oi  the  6t.i 
tide  are,  «  That  the  Payments  by  the  Ten:  v  s  o  the 
6C  Proprietaries  of  their  Rents,  (hall  be  accor  a:i,g  o  tn> 
Terms  of  their  refpedive  Grants,  as  if  fucn  Acc  had 
never  been  palled. -  This  relate^  to  that  Cluufe  of 
the  Ad,  by  which  the  Paper  Money  was  made  a  legal 
Tender  in  Di (charge  of  all  Manner  of  Debts,  Kents,, 
fc  Sum  and  of  Sums  of  Money  whatsoever,  &c.^  at  tho 
Rates  ascertained  in  the  Ad  of  Parliament,  made  in  ths 
fixth  of  Queen  Anne.''—  b  ro.m  thegreat  Injuftice  frequently 
hone  to  Creditors,  and  complain’d  of  from  the  Cciorp.es, 
bv  the  yaft  Depreciation  of  Paper  Bills,  it  was  become  a 
general  fixed  Principle  with  the  Miniftry,  that  fuch  Bills, 
whole  Value,  the’  fixed  in  the  Ad,  could  not  be  kept 
fixed  by  the  Ad,  ought  not  to  be  made  a  legal  Tender 
in  any  Colony,  at  thofe  Rates.  i  he  Parliament  had  be^ 
fore  palled  an  Ad  to  take  that  Tender  away  in  the  four 
iNew- England  Colonies,  and  have  fince  made  the  Ad  ge¬ 
neral.  This  was  what  their  Lordihips  would  therefore 
have  propofed  for  the  Amendment.—  But  it  being  repre- 
fented,  That  the  chief  Support  of  the  Credit  of  the  Bills, 
•was  the  legal  Tender,  and  that  without  it  they  would  be¬ 
come  of  no  V alue  ,  it  was  allowed  generally  to  remain, 
•with  an  Exception  to  the  Proprietaries  Rents,  where  there 
was  a  fpecial  Contrad  for  payment  in  another  Coin. — 
It  cannot  be  denied,  but  that  this  was  doing  Juftice  to 
the  Proprietaries,  and  that  had  the  Requifition  been  in 
favour  of  all  other  Creditors  alfo,  the  Juftice  had  been 
equal,  as  being  general.  We  do  not  therefore  prefume 
to  impeach  their  Lordihip’s  Judgment,  that  the  Ad, 
it  enforced  the  Acceptance  of  Bills  for  Money,  at  a  Va¬ 
lue  which  they  had  only  nominally  and  not  really,  was  in  that 
Refped  fundament  ally  wrong  and  unjufl — •  And  yet  we  believe 
the  Reader  will  not  think  the  Affembly  fo  much  to  blame, 
when  he  confiders,  That  the  making  Paper  Bills  a  legal 
Tender,  had  been  the  univerfal  Mode  in  America  for 
more  than  threefcore  Years.  That  there  was  fcarce  a  Co¬ 
lony  that  had  not  pradifed  that  Mode,  more  or  lefs.™ 

Th^t 


C  xiv-  ) 

That  it  had  always  been  thought  abfolutely  necefTary  in 
©rder  to  give  the  Bills  a  Credit,  and  thereby  obtain  from 
them  the  Ufes  of  Money. —  That  the  Inconveniences 
were  therefore  fubmitted  to,  for  the  Sake  of  the  greater  Conve¬ 
niences.— That  A <Sts  innumerable  of  the  like  Kind  had  been 
approved  by  the  Crown.—  And,  that  if  the  Affembly 
made  the  Bills  a  legal  Tender  at  thofe  Rates  to  the  Pro¬ 
prietaries,  they  made  them  alfo  a  legal  Tender  to  them- 
felves,  and  all  their  Conffituents,  many  of  whom  might 
fuffer  in  their  Rents,  &c.  as  much,  in  proportion  to  their 
Eftates,  as  the  Proprietaries.  But  if  he  cannot  on  thefe 
Confiderations,  quite  excufe  the  AlTemhly,  what  will  he 
think  of  thofe  Honourable  Proprietaries,  who  when  Paper 
Money  was  iffued  in  their  Colony,  for  the  common  De¬ 
fence  of  their  vail  Eflates,  with  thofe  of  the  People,  and 
who  muft  thererefore  reap,  at  leaf!,  equal  Advantages  from 
thofe  Bills  with  the  People,  could  neverthelefs  wijh  to  be  ex¬ 
empted  from  their  Share  of  the  unavoidable  Di  fad  vantages. 

• — Is  there  upon  Earth  a  Man  befides,  with  any  Concep¬ 
tion  of  what  is  honeff,  with  any  Notion  of  Honor,  with 
the  leaf!:  Tin&ure  in  his  Veins  of  the  Gentleman,  but 
would  have  blufh’d  at  the  Thought  \  but  would  have  re¬ 
jected  with  Difdain  fuch  undue  Preference,  if  it  had  been 
offered  him  ? —  Much  lefs  would  he  have  ftruggled  for  it, 
mov’d  Heaven  and  Earth  to  obtain  it,  refolv’d  to  ruin 
Thoufands  of  his  Tenants  by  a  Repeal  of  the  AC!  rather 
than  mifs  of  it  and  enforce  it  afterwards  by  an  audaci- 
ouily  wicked  InftruCtion,  forbidding  Aids  to  his  King,  and 
expofing  the  Province  to  DeftruCtion,  unlefs  it  was  com¬ 
plied  with.  And  yet,— Thefe  are  honourable  Men.  f 

Here 


*  This  would  have  been  done,  and  the  Money  all  funk 
In  the  Hands  of  the  People,  if  the  Agents,  Benjamin  Franklin 
and  Robert  Charles ,  had  not  interpofed,  and  voluiitarily,  withr 
out  Authority  from  the  Affembly  fo  to  do,  but  at  their 
own  Rifque,  undertaken  that  thofe  Amendments  fhould  be 
made,  or  that  they  themfelves  would  indemnify  the  Proprieta¬ 
ries  from  any  Damages  they  might  fuftain  for  want  thereof. 
An  ACtion,  which,  as  the  Prefacer  fays  in  another  Cafe,  “  Pof- 
4<  terity  perhaps,  may  lind  a  Name  for.5’ 

-f  It  is  not  eafy  to  guefs  from  whit  Source  our  Proprie¬ 
taries  have  drawn  their  Principles.  Thofe  who  ftudy  Law  and 

Juilice  as  a  Science,  have  eltablifh’d  it  a  Maxim  in  Equity, 

Cui 


’ 


(  XV.  ) 

Here  then  we  have  had  a  full  View  of  the  Affembly’s 
Injuftice  ;  about  which  there  has  been  fo  much  infolent 
Triumph  !  But  let  the  Proprietaries  and  their  difcreet  De¬ 
puties  hereafter  recolleT  and  remember ;  that  the  fame 
auguft  Tribunal,  which  cenfured  fome  of  the  Modes  and 
Circumftances  of  that  AT,  did  at  the  fame  Time  efta- 
blifh  and  confirm  the  Grand  Principle  of  the  AT,  viz. 
That  the  Proprietary  Eftate  ought,  with  other  Eftates, 
to  be  taxed  And  thereby  did  in  EffeT  determine  and 
pronounce,  that  the  Oppolition  fo  long  made  in  various 
Shapes,  to  that  juft  Principle,  by  the  Proprietaries,  was 
fundamentally  wrong  and  unjust.  An  injuftice,  they 
'were  not,  like  the  Affembly,  under  any  Neceffity  of  com¬ 
mitting  for  the  public  Good  ;  or  any  other  Neceflity  but 
what  was  imposed  on  them  by  thofe  bafe  Pafllons  that 
aT  the  Tyrant  in  bad  Minds,  their  Selfijhnefs,  their  Pride^ 
and  their  Avarice . 

I  have  frequently  mentioned  the  equitable  Intentions 
of  the  Houfe,  in  thofe  Parts  of  the  AT  that  were  fup- 
pos’d  obfcure,  and  how  they  were  underftood  here.  A 
clear  Proof  thereof  is  found,  as  I  have  already  faid,  in 
the  aTual  Execution  of  the  .AT;  in  the  Execution  of  it 
before  the  Conteft  about  it  in  England ,  and  tnerefore  before 
their  Lordftiips  ObjeTions  to  it  had  a  Being.'  1  ——When  the 
Report  came  over,  and  was  laid  before  the  Houfe,  one 
Year’s  Tax  had  been  levied  ;  and  the  Affembly,  confci- 
ous  that  no  Injuftice  had  been  intended  to  the  Proprieta¬ 
ries,  and  willing  to  reTify  it  if  any  ftiould  appear,  appoint¬ 
ed  a  Committee'  of  Members  from  the  feveral  Counties,  to 
examine  into  the  State  of  the  Proprietaries  Taxes  thro’ 
the  Province,  and  nominated  on  that  Committee,  a  Gen¬ 
tleman  of  known  Attachment  to  the  Proprietaries,  and 
their  Chief  Juftice,  Mr.  Allen,  to  the  end  that  the  ftriT- 
eft  Enquiry  might  be  made.- Their  Report  was  as 

’  follows*— 

\  t 

«  We 

V  t 


9ui  fentit  commodum ,  j entire  debet  et  onus •  And  fo  confident 
is  this  with  the  common  Senfe  of  Mankind,  that  eveiy  out 
lowed  untaught  Coblers  and  Porters  feel  the  Force  of  it  in 
their  own  Maxim,  (which  they  are  honed  enough  never  to^difpute) 
T ouch  Pott  touch  Penny , 


1 


(  xtL  ) 


'  *€  We  the  Committee  appointed  to  enquire  into,  arid 
**  eonfider  the  State  of  the  Proprietary  Taxation  thro3 
“  the  feveral  Counties,  and  report  the  fame  to  the  Houfe, 
“  have,  in  purfuance  of  the  faid  Appointment,  carefully  ex- 
amined  the  Returns  of  Property^  and  compared  them 
with  the  refpe&ive  AfTefTments  thereon  made  through 
**  the  whole  Province  ; — -and  find, 

«<  hiRST,  That  no  Part  of  the  unfurveyed  wafte  Lands, 
u  belonging  to  the  Proprietaries,  have,  in  any  Inftancey 
**  been  included  in  the  Eftates  taxed. 

Secondly,  That  fome  of  the  located  uncultivated 
Lands,  belonging  to  the  Proprietaries  in  feveral  Coun- 
ties,  ^  remain  unafleffed,  and  arc  not,  in  any  County," 
**  aflefled  higher  than  the  Lands  under  like  Circumilances,* 
44  belonging  to  the  Inhabitants. 


44  I  hirdly.  That  all  X^ands,  not  granted  by  the  Pro-' 
prietaries,  within  Boroughs  and  Towns,  remain  untax-r 
tQ  edj  excepting  in  a  few  Xnftances,  and  in  thofe  they  are 
64  rated  as  low  as  the  Lands  which  are  granted  in  the 
faid  Boroughs  and  Towns. 


cc 


The  whole  of  the  Proprietary  Tax  of  eighteen  Pence 
in  the  Pound,  amounts  to  -  -  -  -  566  4  id 

And  the  Sum  of  the  Tax  on  the  Inha-  1 


<c  bitants  for  the  fame  Year,  amounts,  thro5  (-275103  12  8 

*c  the  feveral  Counties,  to  l 


1 


And  it  is  the  Upimon  of  your  Committee,  that  there 
has  not  been  any  Injt Alice  done  to  the  Proprietaries,  or 
Attempts  made  to  rate  or  .2 fiefs  any  Part  of  their  Eftatesy 
**  higher  than  the  L hates  of  the  like  Kind  belonging  to 
%•  the  Inhabitants,  are  rated  and  af TefTed  * — but  on  the  con- 
trary,  we  find,  that  their  Eflates  are  rated,  in  many 
“  Xnflances  below  others. 

Phomas  Leech , 

Jojeph  Fox . 

•  Samuel  Rhoads. 

Abraham  Chapman . 


George  AjhBridge, 
■Emanuel  Carpenter v 
John  Blackburn . 
JVilliam  Allen. 


The  Houfe  communicated  this  Report  to  Governor 
Hamilton ,  when  he  afterwards  prefs’d  them  to  -make  the 

Ilipulated 


\ 


<*'  T, 


•  o  .■  •  ,  v .  -  f 

. 
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•'ft  initiated  Aft  of  Amendment;  acquainting  him  at  the  fame 
Time,  that  as  in  the  Execution  of  the  Aft,  no  Injus¬ 
tice  had  hitherto  been  done  to  the  Proprietary,  fo,  by  a 
Yearly  Infpeftion  of  the  AfTeffments,  they  would  take 
Care  that  none  fhould  he  done  him;  for  that  if  any  fhould 
appear,  or  the  Governor  could  at  any  Time  point  out  to 
them  any  that  had  been  done,  they  Would  immediately 
rectify  it;  and  therefore,  as  the  Aft  was  Ihortly  to  expire, 
they  did  not  think  the  Amendments  neccflary.  Ehus  that 
Matter  ended  during  that  Admimftration.— ■  And  had  his 
SuccefFor,  Governor  Penn,  permitted  it  {till  to  deep,  we 
are  of  Opinion  it  had  been  more  to  the  Honor  of  the  Fa¬ 
mily,  and  of  his  own  Diicretion. — ‘But  he  was.  pleas  d  to 
found  upon  It  a  Claim  manifeftly  unjuft,  and  which  he  was 
totally  deftitute  of  Reafon  to  fupport.  A  Claim,  that  the 
Proprietaries  bejl  and  vioji  valuable  located  uncultivated 
Lands  fhould  be  taxed  no  higher  than  the  worjl  and  leajl 
valuable  of  thofe  belonging  to  the  Inhabitants  :  To  enforce 
which,  as  he  thought  the  Words  of  one  of  the  Stipulati¬ 
ons  feem’d  to  give  fome  Countenance  to  it,  he  infilled  on 
ufmg  thofe  very  Words  as  facred*  from  which  he  could 

neither  in  -Decency  or  in  Duty ,  deviate,  too  lie  had 
agreed  to  deviate  from  Words  of  the  fame  Report,  ^and 
therefore  equally  facred,  in  every  othei  Inftancc.  A  Con- 
duft:  which  will,  as  the  Prefacer  fays  in  Governor  Denny  S 
Cafe,  forever  difgrace  the  Annals  ot  his  Auminiilration.  y 

Never  did  any  Adminiflration  open  with  a  more  promt  - 
fing  Profpeft.  He  allur’d  the  People,  in  his  firft  Speeches* 
of  the  Proprietaries  paternal  Regard  lor  them,  and  then 
fmcere  Difpofitions  to  do  every  Thing  that  might  pro¬ 
mote  their  Happinefs.  As  the  Proprietaries  had  been 
nleafed  to  appoint  a  Son  of  the  Family  to  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  it  was  thought  not  unlikely  that  there  might  be 
fomethinp-  in  thefe  Profeflions  ;  for  that  they  would  pro¬ 
bably  chufe  to  have  his  Adminiftraticn  made  eafy  an 
agreeable*  and  to  that  End  might  think  it  prudent  t<3 
withdraw  thofe  harft,  difagreeable  and  unjuft  Inftruciiens, 
with  which  meft  of  his  Predeceffors  had  been  hamper  d  : 
The  Aflembly  therefore  believ’d  fully,  and  rejoic’djincere.y. 


-  - - -  r  -5  *  • 

+  For  a  fuller  Account  of  this  Difpute,  the  Leader  ss  re 
fet’d  to  the  News-Paper*  and  Votes  or 


/ 


t 
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—They  fhew’d  the  new  Governor  every  Mark  of  RtfneA- 
and  Regard  that  was  in  their  Power.  They  readily  and 
chearfully  went  into  every  Thing  he  recommended  m 
them.  And  when  he  and  his  Authority  were  infulted  and 
mdanger  d  by  a  lawlefs  murdering  Mob,  they  and  their 
Friends,  took  Arms  at  his  Call,  and  form’d  themfelves 
jound  him  for  his  defence,  and  the  Support  of  his  Govern- 
ment.—Imt  when  it  was  found  that  thofe  mifchievous 
Inflruchons  ftill  fubfifted,  and  were  even  farther  extend- 

H  ;  rJ1  •  T7T°r  be?an’  unproyok’d,  to  fend  the 
Houfe  affronting  Mellages,  feizing  every  'imaginary  Occa- 

Ticn  of  reflecting  on  their  Conduct  ;  when  every  other 
oymptom  appear’d  of  fixt  deep-rooted  Family  Malice, 
which  could  but  a  little  while  bear  the  unnatural  Cover- 
lng  that  had  been  thrown  over  it,  what  Wonder  is  it,  if 
all  the  old  V\  ounds  broke  out  and  bled  afrefh  if  all 
•JVr  .  Gnevnxices,  ftill  unredrefs’d,  were  recoileded  ; 
ir  Defpair  fucceeded  of  any  Peace  with  a  Family,  that 
could  make  fuch  Returns  to  all  their  Overtures  of  Kind- 

nl,  /nd  uhv'-  "i  the  Vef-V  ProPrietaD  Council,  com¬ 
pos  d  of  ftanch  bnends  of  the  Family,  and  chofen  for 

their  Attachment  to  it,  ’twas  obferv’d,  that  the  old  Men , 

{i.  kings ,  Chap.  12.)  withdrew  themfelves,  finding  their 

Opinion  flighted,  and  that  all  Meafures  were  taken  by 

the  Advice  of  two  or  three  young  Men  (one  of  whom 

too  den.es  his  Share  in  them)  is  it  any.  Wonder,  fincc 

like  Caufes  produce  like  Effeds,  if  the  Affembly, 

notwithflandmg  all  their  Veneration  for  the  firft  Pronri- 

etor,  fhould  fay,  with  the  Children  of  Ifrael  under  the 

fame  Circumftances,  What  Portion  have  we  in  David  or 

inheritance  tn  the  Son  of  Jesse  :  To  your  Tents-,  O  Ifrael  ! 

Under  thefe  Circumftances,  and  a  Conviction  that 
whde  to  many  natural  Sources  of  Difference  fubfifted  be- 
tfcc.n  Pic  pi  ietaries  and  People,  no  Harmony  in  Govern¬ 
ment  cou,d  long  iubfift  ;  without  which,  neither  the  Com¬ 
mands  of  the  Crown  could  be  executed,  nor  the  public 
Good  promoted  ;  the  Houfe  refum’d  the  Confideration  of  a 
Mealing  that  had  often  been  propos’d  in  former  Affem- 
h  ics  ;  a  Meafure  that  every  Proprietary  Province  in 
.mtrua  ha.  ,  licrn  the  fame  Caufes,  found  themfelves 
obJ,S  “  to  take,  and  had  aduaJly  taken  or  were  about  to  take  ; 

and 


ft  "te 


(  xix.  ) 

and  a.  Meafure  that  had  happily  fucceeded,  wherever  it 
was  taken ;  I  mean  the  Recourfe  to  an  immediate  Roy¬ 
al  Government. 

4 

They  therefore,  after  a  thorough  Debate,  and  making  no  lefs 
than  twenty-five  unanimous  Refol ves,  exprefling  the  many  Grie¬ 
vances  this  Province  had  long  laboured  under,  thro5  the  Propri¬ 
etary  Government  j  came  to  the  following  Refolution,  viz* 

Resolved,  Nemine  contradicente , 

That  this  Houfe  willf  adjourn,  in  order  to  confult 
their  Conffituents,  whether  an  humble  Addrefs  fhould 
44  be  drav/n  up,  and  tranfmitted  to  his  Majeily,  praying, 

44  that  he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  take  the  People 
*4  of  this  Province  under  his  immediate  Protection  affd 
44  Government,  by  compleating  the  Agreement  hereto** 

44  fore  made  with  the  firft  Proprietary  for  the  Sale  of  the 
44  Government  to  the  Crown,  or  otherwife  as  to.  his  Wif- 
44  dom  and  Goodnefs  fhall  feem  meet.  * 

.  t  /  .  *  S  ‘  _  1  ■  > 

This  they  ordered  to  be  made  public,  and  it  was  pub- 
liflied  accordingly,  in  all  the  News  Papers  ;  the  Houfe  then 
adjourn’d  for  no  lefs  then  feven  Weeks,  to  give  their 
Coniiituents  Time  to  confider  the  Matter,  and  themfelves 
an  Opportunity  of  taking  their  Opinion  and  Advice. 
Could  any  thing  be  more  deliberate,  more  fair  and  open, 
or  more  refpe&ful  to  the  People  that  chofe  them  ?— 
During  this  Recefs,  the  People  in  many  Places,  held 
little  Meetings  with  each  other,  the  Refult  of  which  was, 
that  they  would  manifefl  their  Sentiments  to  their  Repre- 
fentatives,  by  petitioning  the  Crown  directly  of  themfelves,  ^ 
and  requefting  the  Aflembly  to  tranfmit  and  fupport  thole 

A  O  '  •T’k  •  • 

c  2  Petitions. — 


*  Thefe  Words,  44  by  completing  the  Agreement, ”  Sec.  are 
omitted  by  the  honeft  Prefacer,  in  his  Account  of  the  Re- 
folve,  that  they  might  not  interfere  with  his  Infmuation  of  the 
Measure’s  being  impracticable,  “  Have  the  Proprietors,  by 
«  any  Aft  of  theirs,  forfeited  the  leaft  tittle  of  what  was 
“  granted  them  by  his  Majefty’s  Royal  Anceftors  ?  Or  can 
“  they  be  deprived  of  their  Charter  Rights  without  their  Con- 

“  fent  ?”  &c.  Senfible,  that  thefe  Queltions  are  impertinent, 
if  thefe  Rights  are  already  fold. 


KskJhK  mMkWi  ■hr**  l , 
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Petitions.— At  the  next  Meeting,  many  of  thefe  Petition* 
were  delivered  to  the  Houfe  with  that  Requeft;  they  were 
jigned  by.  a  very  great  %  Number  of  the  moil  fubftan-, 
tial  Inhabitants,  and  not  the  leal!  Intimation  was  receiv’d  by 
the  Afiembly  from  any  other  of  their  Conflituents,  that 
the  Meafure  was  difapproved,  except  in  a  Petition  from 
an  obfcnre  Townfhip  in  Lancaster  County,  to  which  there 
were  about  forty  Names  indeed,  but  all  evidently  figned* 
by  three  Hands  only. — What  could  the  Afiembly  infer 
from  this  exprefs’d  Willingnefs  of  a  Part,  and  Silcnce^of 
the  Reft  ;  but  that  the  Meafure  was  univerfally  agreea¬ 
ble  ?  They  accordingly  refurrdd  the  Confideration  of  it, 
and  tho*  a  fmall,  very  ftnali  Oppofition  then  appear’d  to 
it  in  the  Houfe,  yet  as  even  that  was  founded,  not  on 
the  Impropriety  of  the  Thing,  but  on  the  fuppos’d  uri- 
fuitablenefs  of  the  Time,  or  the  Manner;  and  a  Majo¬ 
rity  of  nine  tenths  being  ftill  for  it,  a  Petition  was  drawn 

agreeable 

L -  .. -  -  -  ,  . -  -  -  _ _ _ 

f  The  Prefacer,  with  great  Art,  endeavours  to  reprefent 
this  Number  as  infignificant.— He  fays  the  Petitioners  were 
but  3  500,  and  that  the  Province.contains  near  THREE  HUN¬ 
DRED  THOUSAND  SOULS!  His  Reader  is  to  imagine 
that  TWO  HUNDRED  AND  NINETY-SIX  THOUSAND 
FIVE  HUNDRED  of  them  were  apply’d  to  and  refus’d  to 
fign  it.— The  Truth  is*  that  his  Number  of  Souls  is  vaflly  ex¬ 
aggerated.  The  Dwelling Houfes  in  the  Province  in  1752  did 
not  exceed  20,000.  Political  Arithmeticians  reckon  generally 
but  5  Souls  to  a  Houfe,  one  Houfe  with  another  ;  and  there¬ 
fore,  allowing  for  Hjoufes  fince  built,  there  are  not  probably 
more  than  an  Hundred  and  ten  Thoufand  Souls  in  the  Pro¬ 
vince  :  That  of  thefe  fcarce  22,000  could  with  any  Propriety 
be  Petitioners. - And  confiderino-  the  featterd  Settlement  of 

,  <5>  *  . 

the  Province,  the  general  Inattention  of  Mankind,  efpecially 
in  new  Countries,  to  public  Affairs  ;  and  the  indefatigable 
Pains  taken  by  the  Proprietors  new  Allies,  the  Prefoytenan  Clergy 
of  Philadelphia ,  (who  wrote  circular  Letters  to  every  Congre¬ 
gation  in  the  County,  to  deter  them  from  petitioning,  by  du¬ 
tiful  Intimations,  that  if  we  were  reduc'd  to  a  Royal  Govern¬ 
ment  it  would  be  the  “  Ruin  of  the  Province,”  ?tis  a  Wonder 
the  Number  (near  a  fixth  Part)  was  fo  great  as  it  was.  Eat 
if  there  had  b-een  no  fuch  Petitions,  it  would  nqt  have  been 
material  to  the  Point.  The  Affembly  went  upon  another 
Foundation.  They  had  adjourned  to  confult  their  Conftitu- 
ents, — they  return’d  fatisfy’d  that  the  Meafure  was  agreeable 
to  them,  and  nothing  appear’d  10  the  contrary. 


'  (  XXL  ) 

'  V  * 

agreeable  to  the  former  Rcfolve,  and  order  d  to  "be  tranf- 
mitted  to  his  Majefty. 

But  the  Prefacer  tells  us,  that  thefe  Petitioners  for  a 
Change  were  a  “  Number  of  rajh,  ignorant ,  and  inconfiderate 
People,”  and  generally  of  a  low  Rank.  To  be  fure  they  were 
not  of  the  Proprietary  Officers,  Dependants,  or  Expedients, 
and  thole  are  chiefly  the  people  of  high  Rank  among  us  ; — 
p ^ rhev  were  otherwiie  generally7  IVden  ot  the  belr  Eifotcs 
in  the  "Province,  and  Men  of  Reputation.  The  Affembly 
who  come  from  all  Parts  of  the  Country,  and  therefore 
may  be  fuDpos’d  to  know  them  at  lead  as  well  as  the 
Prefacer,  have  given  that  Tcltimony  ot  them.  But  what 
is  the  Teflimony  of  the  Affembly,  who  in  his .  Opinion, 
are  equally  rafb ,  ignorant ,  and  inconfiderate  with  the  Peti¬ 
tioners  ? _ And  if  his  Judgment  is  right,  how  imprudently,  and 

contrary  to  their  Charter  have  his  three  Hundred 
Thousand  Souls  adled  in  their  Eledlions  of  Affembly- 
men  thefe  twenty  Years  paft  ;  for  the  Charter  requires 
them  to  chufe  rvlen  of  viojl  Rote  lor  y irtue^  IKiJdom  ^  ai.d 


But  thefe  are  Qualities  engrofs  d,  it  feems. 
Proprietary  Party. — For  they  fay,  “  the  wiser  and  better 
a  part  of  the  Province  had  far  different  Notions  of  this 
♦<  Meafure.  They  conftdered,  that  the  Moment  they  put 
their  Plands  to  thefe  Petitions,  they7  might  be  fut rendering 
“  up  their  Birthright.” — I  felicitate  them  on  the  Honor  they 
have  thus  bellow'd-  upon  themlelves,  on  tii c  fincei  e  Compli¬ 
ments  thus  given  and  accepted,  aim  on  tneir  having  with  fucli 
noble  Freedom,  difearded  the  fniveling  Pretence  to  Mode- 
fty,  pouch’d  in  that  thread-bare  Form  of  "Words  Though  we 
fay  it  that  Jhould  not  fay  it.  But  is  it  not  furprifing,  that  during 
the  feven  Week  Recefs  of  the  Affembly,  exprefsly  to  con- 
f,,]t  their  Conftituents  on  the  Expediency  of  this  Meafure  ; 
and  during  the  fourteen  Days  the  Houle  fat  deliberating  on 
it,  after  they  met  again  ;  thefe  their  Wifdms  and  Re.tter- 
nedes  Ihould  never  be  fo  kind  as  to  communicate  the  leaft  Scrap 
of  their  Prudence ,  their  Knowledge ,  or  their  Confederation ,  to 
their  rath,  ignorant ,  and  inconfiderate  Representatives  ?— Wif- 
dom  in  the  Mind  is  not,  like  Money  in  the  Purfe,  dimi- 
niffi’d  by  Communication  to  others.  They  nught  have 

lighted  up  our  farthing  Candles  tor  us,  without  leflenmg  the 
°  A  maze 
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BUze  af  their  own  Flambeaux. — But  they  fuffer’ d  our  Re- 
prefentatives  to  go  on  in  the  Dark,  till  the  fatal  Deed  was 
done,  and  the  Petition  fent  to  the  King,  praying  him  to  take 
the  Government  of  this  Province  into  his  "immediate  Care, 
whereby,  if  it  fucceeds,  “  our  glorious  Plan  of  public  Liber’ 
66  ty,  and  Charter  Privileges  is  to  be  barter'd  away,”  and 

we  are  to  be  made  Slaves  forever  •!- - Cruel  Parfimony  ! 

to  refufe  the  Charity  of  a  little  TJnderfandipg)— when  God 
had  given  you  fo  much,-- -and  the  Aflerpbly  begg’d  it  asg  an 
Alms  ! — O  that  you  had  but  lor  once  remember’d  and  ob¬ 
serv’d  the  Counicl  of  that  wife  Poet,  Pope ,  where  he  fays* 

Be  Niggards  of  Advice  on  no  Pretence  ; 

tc  For  the  word  Avarice  is  that  of  Senfe.” 

In  the  Confutation  of  our  Government,  and  in  that  of 
one  more,  there  Still  remains  a  Particular  Thing  that 
stone  of  the  other,  American  Governments  have,  to  wit , 
the  Appointment  of  a  Governor  by  the  Proprietors,  inftead 
cf  an  Appointment  by  the  Crown,  This  Particular  in 
Government,  has  been  found  inconvenient,  attended  with 
Contentions  and  Confufions  where-ever  it  exifled,  and  has 
therefore  been  gradually  taken  away  from  Colony  after 
Colony,  and  every  where  greatly  to  the.  Satisfaction  and 
Happinefs  of  the  People.  Our  wife  firfl  Proprietor  and  Foun¬ 
der,  was  fully  fenfible  of  this,  and  being  defirous  of 
leaving  his  People  happy,  and  preventing  the  Mifchiefs  that 
he  forefaw  muff:  in  time  arife  from  that  Circumflance,  v 
if  it  was  continued,  he  determined  to  take  it  away,  if 
poffible,  during  his  own  Life-time.  They  accordingly 

entred  into  a  Contradl,  for  the  Sale  of  the  Proprietary 
Right  of  Government  to  the  Crown,  and  actually  recei¬ 
ved  a  Sum  in  Part  of  the  Confideration. - As  he  found 

himfelf  likely  to  die,  before  that  Contract  (and  with  it 
his  Plan  for  the  Happinefs  of  his  People)  could  be  com- 
pleated  ;  he  carefully  made  it  a  Part  of  his  laft  Will 
and  Teilament,  deviling  the  Right  of  the  Government  to 
two  Noble  Lords,  in  Truft  that  they  fhould  releafe 
it  to  the  Crown.  Unfortunately  for  us,  this  has  never 
yet  been  done.  And  this  is  merely  what  the  Affem- 
bly  now  defire  to  have  done. — Surely  he  that  form’d 
our  Conflitution,  muff  have  underflood  it. — If  he  had 
imagin’d  that  all  our  Privileges  depended  on  .the  Proprietary 

Government* 
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Government,  will  any  one  fuppofe  that  he  would  him* 
felf  have  meditated  the  Change,  that  he  would  have  taken 
fuch  effectual  Mea lures,  as  he  thought  them,  to  bring  it 
about  fpeedily,  whether  he  fhould  live  or  die? — Will 
any  of  thofe  who  now  extol  him  fo  highly,  charge  him 
at  the  fame  time  with  the  Bafenefs  of  endeavouring  thus 
to  defraud  his  People  of  all  the  Liberties  and  Privileges 
he  had  promifed  them,  and  by  the  moft:  folemn  Charters 
and  Grants  aflur’d  to  them,  when  he  engag’d  them  to  aftift 
him  in  the  Settlement  of  his  Province  ?  Surely  none  qan 
be  fo  inconfiflent  !  And  yet  this  Proprietary  Right  of  Go^ 
verning  or  appointing  a  Governor,  has,  all  of  a  fudden, 
chang’d  its  Nature;  and  the  Prefervation  of  it,  become  of  fo> 
much  Importance  to  the  Welfare  of  the  Province,  that  the 
Aflembly’s  only  Petitioning  to  have  their  venerable  Foun* 
der’s  Will  executed,  and  the  Contract  he  entered  into  for 
the  Good  of  his  People  completed,  is  ftil’d  an  44  Attempt 
44  to  violate  the  Conftitution  for  which  our  Fathers  plant* 
44  ed  a  Wildernefs;  to  barter  away  our  glorious  Plan  oi  pub-* 
154  lie  Liberty  and  Charter  Privileges  ;  a  rifquing  of  the 
44  whole  Conftitution  ;  an  offering  up  our  whole  Charter 
44  Rights  ;  a  w’anton  fporting  with  Things  facred,”  &c. — * 

Pleasant,  furely  it  is,  to  hear  the  Proprietary  Parti¬ 
sans,  of  all  Men,  bawling  for  the  Conftitution,  and  affe&ing 
a  terrible  concern  for  our  Liberties  and  Privileges.  They 
who  have  been,  thefe  twenty  Years,  curfingour  Conftitution^ 
declaring  that  it  was  no  Conftitution,  or  worfe  than  none  5 
and  that  Things  could  never  be  well  with  us,  ’till  it  was 
new-modell’d,  and  made  exactly  conformable  to  the  Britijk 
Conftitution.  They  who  have  treated  our  diftinguifhing 
Privileges  as  fo  many  Illegalities  and  Abfurdities  ;  who 
have  folemnly  declared  in  Print,  that  though  fuch  Privileges 
might  be  proper  in  the  Infancy  of  a  Colony,  to  encourage  its 
Settlement,  they  became  unfit  fer  it  in  its  grown  State,  and 
ought  to  he  taken  away  :■ — They,  who  by  numberlefs  Falfhoods. 
propagated  with  infinite  Induftry,  in  the  Mother  Country, 
attempted  to  procure  an  A61  of  Parliament  for  the  adfual  de¬ 
priving  a  very  great  Part  of  the  People  of  their  Privileges  : — 
They  too  who  have  already  depriv’d  the  whole  People,  of 
feme  of  their  moft  important  Rights,  and  are  daily  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  deprive  them  of  the  reft  *  Are  thefe  become  Patriots, 
and  Advocates  for  our  Conftitution  ? — Wonderful  Change  ! 
Afto^fthing  Converfton;— - the  Wolves  then 

protect 
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proteft  the  Sheep,  if  they  can  but  perfuade  ’em  to  giv& 
up  their  Dogs  ? — Yes  ; — The  Afiembly  would  deftroy  all 
their  own  Rights,  and  thofe  of  the  People  ;  and  the  Propri¬ 
etary  Partizans  are  become  the  Champions  for  Liberty  !  — 
Let  thofe  who  have  Faith,  now  make  Ufe  of  it :  For  if  ’tis 
rightly  defin’d,  the  Evidence  of  Things  not  feeny  certainly  never 
was  there  more  Occafion  for  fuch  Evidence,  the  Cafe  being 
totally  deftitute  of  all  other. — 

It  has  been  long  obferv’d,  that  Men  are,  with 
that  Party,  Angels  or  Demons,  juft  as  they  happen 
to  concur  with  or  oppofe  their  Meafures.  And  I  menti¬ 
on  it  for  the  Comfort  of  old  Sinners,  that  in  Politics,  as 
well  as  in  Religion,  Repentance  and  Amendment,  tho' 
late,  Hiall  obtain  Forgivenefs  and  procure  Favour.——— 
Witnefs  the  late  Speaker,  Mr.  Norrisy  a  fteady  and  con- 
ftant  Oppofer  of  all  the  Proprietary  Encroachments,  and 
who,  for  thirty  Years  paft,  they  have  been  therefore  con¬ 
tinually  abufing,  allowing  him  no  one  Virtue  or  good 

Quality  whatfoever ; - but  now,  as  he  fhow’d  lome 

Unwillingnefs  to  engage  in  this  prefent  Application  to  the 
Crown,  he  is  become  all  at  once  the  faithful  Servant — 
but  let  me  look  at  the  Text,  to  avoid  Milftakes — and  indeed 
I  was  miftaken. — I  thought  it  had  been  faithful  Servant 
cf  the  Public ;  but  I  find  ’tis  only — of  the  Houfe .  W ell 
chofen,  that  E^preflion,  and  prudently  guarded. — The  for¬ 
mer,  from  a  Proprietary  Pen,  would  have  been  Praife  too 
much,  only  for  difapproving  the  Time  of  the  Application. 
— Could  you,  much  refpedfed  Sir,  go  but  a  little  farther  ; 
and  difapprove  the  Application  itfelf  ;  could  you  but  fay, 
the  Proprietary  Government  is  a  good  one,  and  ought  to  be 
continued  ;  then  might  all  your  political  Offences  be  done 
away,  and  your  fcarlet  Sins  become  as  Snow  and  Wool  ; 
then  might  you  end  your  Courfe  with  (Proprietary)  Honor. 
P — - —  Ihould  preach  your  funeral  Sermon,  and  S — -the  Poi- 
foner  of  other  Characters,  embalm  your  Memory. — -But 
thofe  Honors  you  will  never  receive ;  for  with  returning 
Health  and  Strength,  you  will  be  found  in  your  old  Poll, 
firm  for  your  Country. 

There  is  Encouragement  too  for  young  Sinners.  Mr. 
Dickenfon ,  whofe  Speech  our  Prefacer  has  introduc’d  to  the 

World,  tho’  ienp-  hated  by  feme,  and  difrdgarded  by  the 

*  reft 
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feft  of  the  Proprietary  Fadtion,  is  at  once,  for  the  fame  Rea^ 
ibn  as  in  Mr.  Norris’ s  Cafe,  become  a  in  the  Law, 

and  an  Oracle  in  Matters  relating  to  our  Conftitution,  £ 
fitall  not  endavour  to  pluck  fo  much  as  a  Leaf  from  thefe 
the  young  Gentleman’s  Laurels.  I  would  only  advife  him 
carefully  to  preferve  the  Panegyrics  with  which  they  have 
adorn’d  him  :  In  time  they  may  ferve  to  confole  him,  by- 
balancing  the  Calumny  they  fhall  load  him  with,  when  he 
does  not  go  through  with  them  in  all  their  Meafures  :  He 
will  not  probably  do  the  one,  and  they  will  then  afftired- 
3y  do  the  other.— There  are  Mouths  that  can  blow  hot 
as  well  as  cold,  and  blaft  on  your  Brows  the  Bays  their 
Hands  have  plac’d  there.— Exp  erf  o  crede  Roberto .  Let  but 
the  Moon  of  Proprietary  Favor,  withdraw  its  Shine  for  a 
Moment,  and  that  44  great  Number  of  the  principal  Gentlemen 
of  Philadelphia who  apply ’d  to  you  for  the  Copy  of  your 
Speech,  (hall  immediately  clefpife  and  defert  you. — * 

,  ...  .  ■.  :  7  #  , 

Those  principal  Gentlemen  !  What  a  Pity  it  is  that  their 
Names  were  not  given  us  in  the  Preface,  together  with 
their  admirable  Letter  !  We  fhould  then  have  known  where 
to  run  for  Advice,  on  all  Occafions.  W e  fhould  have 
known  who  to  chufe  for  our  future  Reprefentatives.  For 
undoubtedly,  thefe  were  they  that  are  elfewhere  called,  44  the 

Wiser  and  better  Part  of  the  Province.  ”  None  but  their 
Wlfdoms ,  could  have  known  beforehand,  that  a  Speech  which 
they  never  heard,  and  a  Copy  of  which  they  had  never  leen, 
but  were  then  reqiiefling  to  fee,  was  44  a  fpirited  Defence , 
and  44  of  our  Charter  Privileges  and  that  44  the  Publica- 
^  tion  of  it  would  be  oi  great  Utility,  and  give  general. 
«  Satisfaction. ”--No  inferior  Sagacity  could  diTcover,  that  the 
Appointment  of  a  Governor  by  the  Proprietor,  was  one  or 
our  44  Charter  Privileges  and  that  thofe  who  oppos  d  tne 
Application  for  a  Royal  Government,  were  therefore  Patriot 
Members^  appearing  on  the  Side  of  our  Privileges  and  our 
Charter  1 


Utterly  to  confound  the  Affembly,  and  fhew  the  Ex¬ 
cellence  of  Proprietary  Government,  the  Prefacer  has  extract¬ 
ed  from  their  own  Votes,  the  Praifes  they  have  from  I  ime  to 
Time  bellow’d  on  the  firil  Proprietor,  in  their  Addrefles  to 
his  Sons.  And  tho’  Addreffes  are  not  generklly  the  be  it 

Repofitories  cf  Hiftorical  Truth,  we  mutt  not  in  this  Inftance, 

$  deny 
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deny  their  Authority.  That  thefe  Encomiums  6n  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  tho’  fincere,  have  occur’d  fo  frequently,  v/as  owing, 
however,  to  two  Caufes  ;  Firft,  a  vain  Hope  the  AiTem- 
blies  entertain’d,  that  the  Father’s  Example,  and  the  Honors 
done  his  Character,  might  influence  the  Condudt  of  the 
Sons.  Secondly,  for  that  in  attempting  to  compliment  the 
Sons  on  their  own  Merits,  there  was  always  found  an  ex¬ 
treme  Scarcity  of  Matter. — —Hence,  the  Father ,  the  honored 
and  honorable  Father ,  was  fo  often  repeated,  that  the  Sons 
themfelves  grew  fick  of  it  $  and  have  been  heard  to  fay  t© 
each  other  with  Difguft,  when  told  that  A.  IF  and  C.  were 
come  to  wait  upon  them  with  AddrefTes  on  feme  public  Oc- 
calion,  cc  Fhen  I  fupp of e  we  floall  hear  more  about  our  Father 
So  that,  let  me  tell  the  Prefacer,  who  perhaps  was  unac¬ 
quainted  with  this  Anecdote,  that  if  he  hop’d  to  fcurry  more 
Favor  with  the  Family,  by  the  Infcription  he  has  fram’d 
for  that  great  Man’s  Monument,  he  may  find  himfelf  mif- 
taken  y— for, — there  is  too  much  in  it  of  our  Father . 

If  therefore,  he  would  eredf  a  Monument  to  the  Sons, 
the  Votes  of  Aflemhly,  which  are  bi  Inch  Credit  with 
him,  will  furnifh  him  with  ample  Materials  for  his  Infcription. 

To  -save  him  Trouble,  I  will  effay  a  Sketch  for  him, 
in  the  Lapidary  Stile,  tho’  rnoftly  in  the  ExprefTions,  and 
every  where  in  the  Senfe  and  Spirit  of  the  Aflembly  s  Re'- 
folves  and  Meflages. 


Of  T 


Be  this  a  Memorial 
- - -  and  R — -  P- 
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Who  with  Eftates  immenfe, 

A 1  moil  beyond  Computation, 

When  their  own  Province, 

And  the  whole  Britijh  Empire 
Were  engag’d  in  a  bloody  and  moft  expenfive  War, 
Begun  for  the  Defence  of  thofe  Eftates, 

Could  yet  meanly  defire 
To  have  thofe  very  Eftates 
Totally  or  Partially 
Exempted  frony  Taxation, 

While  their  Fellow-Subjeds  all  around, them, 

Groan’d, 

Under  the  univerfal  Burthen.— 

To  gain  this  Point,  They 
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They  refus’d  the  neceffary  Laws 
For  the  Defence  of  their  People, 

And  fuffer’d  their  Colony  to  welter  in  its  Blood, 
Rather  than  abate  in  the  leaft 
Of  thefe  their  dilhoneft.  Pretenfions.— 

The  Privileges  granted  by  their  Father 
Wifely  and  benevolently 
To  encourage  the  firft  Settlers  of  the  Province. 

They, 

'  Fool i (lily  and  cruelly, 

Taking  Advantage  of  public  Diftrefs, 

Have  extorted ?  from  the.  Pdfterity  of  thofe  Settlers  ; 
And  are  daily  endeavouring  to  reduce  them 
To  the  moft  abje&  Slavery  : 

Tho’  to  the  Virtue  and  Induftry  of  thofe  People 
In  improving  their*  Country, 

They  owe  aif  that  they  poffefs  and  enjoy, 

A  (Inking  Inftance 

Of  human  Depravity  and  Ingratitude  $ 

And  an  irrefragable  Proof, 

That  Wifdom  and  Goodnefs 
Do  not  defcend  with  an  Inheritance  5 
But  that  ineffable  Meannefs^ 

May  be  connected  with  unbounded  fortune,  f 


What  then  avails  it  to  the  Honor  of  the  prefent  Pro¬ 
prietors-,  that  our  Founder,  and  their  Father,  gave  us  n 
vileges,  if  they,  the  Sons,  will  not  permit  us  the  U  fe  or 
them,  or  forcibly  rend  them  from  us  ?— •David  may  have 
been  a  Man  after  God’s  own  Pleart,  and  Solomon  the  wi- 
feft  of  Proprietors  and  Governors;  but  if  Rehoboam t  will 
be  a  Tyrant  and  a  - - ?  who  can  fecure  him  the  Affec  ¬ 

tions  of  the  People  !*-' The  Virtue  and  Merit  or  his  Ancef- 
tors  may  be  very  great,  but  his.  Preemption  in  depending 
on  thofe  alone ,  may  be  much  greater.- 

-t  *  ftt  \  K  - 


I  LAMENTED  a  few  Pages  ago,  that  we  were  not  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  Names  of  thofe  principal 'Gentlemen  tne 
wifer  and  better  Part  of  the  Province.  I  now  rejoice 
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that  we  are  likely  loma  time  or  other  to  know  them  • 
for  a  Copy  of  a  Petition  to  the  King  is  now  before  me] 
which,  from  its  fimilarity  with  their  Letter,  muft  be  of 
their  inditing,  and  will  probably  be  recommended  to  the 
People,  by  their  leading  up  the  Signing. 

.  4“  ^ 

On  this  Petition  I  fhall  take  the  Liberty  of  making  a 
few  Remarks,  as  they  will  fave  me  the  Neeeflity  of  fol¬ 
lowing  farther  the  Preface,  the  Sentiments  of  this"  and  that 
being  nearly  the  fame. 

*  »  ■  V 

It  begins  with  a  formal  Quotation  from  the  Petition, 
which  they  own  they  have  not  feen,  and  of  Words  that 
are  not  in  it,  and  after  relating  very  imperfectly  and  un¬ 
fairly,  the  Fadt  relating  to  their  Application  for  a  Co¬ 
py  of  it,  which  is  of  no  great  Importance  ;  proceeds  to 
fet  forth,  6,6  1  hat— As  we,  and  ail  your  American  Sub- 
jedfs  muff  be  governed  by  Perfons  authorized  and  ap- 
“  proved  by  your  Majefty,  on  the  bed:  Recommendation 
that  can  be  obtained  of  them,  we  cannot  perceive  our 
“  Condition  in  this  Refpedb  to  be.  different  from  our 
Fellow-Subjects  around'  us,  or  that  we  are  thereby  lefs 
<c  under  your  Majefty’s  particular  Care  and  Protection,  than 
they  are,  fince  there  can  be  no  Governors  of  this  Pro- 
vince,  without  your  Majefty’s  immediate  Approbation  and 
^  Authority  A — —Such  a  Declaration  from  th  ewifer  Part 
of  the  Province,  is  really  a  little  furprizing.  What  1 
When  Disputes  concerning  Matters'  of  Property  are  daily 
arifmg  between  you  and  your  Proprietaries,  cannot  your 
Wifdoms  perceive  the  leaft  Difference ,  between  having  the 
Judges  of  thofe  Difputes  appointed  by  a  Royal  Governor, 
who  has  no  Intereft  in  the  Caufe  ;  and  having  them  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  Proprietaries  themfeJves,  the  principal  Par¬ 
ties  againft  you,  and  during  their  Pleasure  too  ?  When  Sup¬ 
plies  are  neceffary  to  be  rais’d  for  your  Defence,  can  you 
perceive  no  Difference,  between  having  a  Royal  Governor, 
free  to  promote  his  Majeity’s  Service,  by  a  ready  Affent  to 
your  Laws,  and  a  Proprietary  Governor,  fhackled  by  In- 
ftrudfions,  forbidding  him  to  give  that  Affent,  unlefs  fome 
private  Advantage  is  obtain’d,  fome  Profit  got,  or  unequal 
Exemption  gain  d  for  their  Eftate,  or  fome  Privilege  wrelled 
from  you  ?  When  Prerogative,  that  in  other  Governments 
if  only  ufed  for  the  Good  of  the  People,  is  here  {framed  to  thq., 

extreme. 
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extreme,  and  ufed  to  their  Prejudice,  and  the  Proprietaries 
Benefit,  can  you  perceive  no  Difference  ?  Vv'hen  the  direct 
and  immediate  Rays  of  Majefty,  benignly  and  mildly  fhine 
on  all  around  us,  but  are  tranfmitted  and  thrown  upon  us 
thro5  the  Burning  Glafs  of  Proprietary  Government,  can 
your  Senfibilities  feel  no  Difference/ — Shelter’d  perhaps,  in 
Proprietary  Offices,  or  benum’d  with  Expectations,  it  may 
be  you  cannot. — -But  furely  you  might  have  known  better 
than  to  tell  his  Majefty,  cc  that  there  can  be  no  Governors  of 

this  Province  without  his  immediate  Approbation/’ - — 

Don’t  you  know,  who  know  fo  much,  that  by  our  bleffed 
Conftitution,  the  Proprietors  themfelves,  whenever  they 

pleafe,  may  govern  us  in  Perfon,  without  fuch  Approbation  * 

«  ' 

The  Petition  proceeds  to  tell  his  Majefty,  That  the 
particular  Mode  of  Government,  which  we  enjoy  under 
your  Majefty — -is  held  in  the  higheft  Eftimation  by  Good 
Men  of  all  Denominations  among  us,  and  hath  brought 
Multitudes  of  induftrious  People  from  various  Parts  of 
“  the  World,”  &c.~ -Really  !  Can  this  be  from  Proprie¬ 
tary  Partisan’s  ?  That  Conftitution  which  they  were  for¬ 
ever  cenfuring,  as  defective  in  a  Legiflative  Council,  de¬ 
fective  in  Government  Powers,  too  popular  in  many  of  its 
Modes  ;  is  it  now  become  fo  excellent  ? — Perhaps  as  they 
have  been  tinkering  it  thefe  twenty  Years,  till  they  have 
Itript  it  of  forne  of  its  moft  valuable  Privileges,  and  al- 
moft  fpoilt  it,  they  now  begin  to  like  it.  But  then,  it 
is  not  furely,  this  prefeni  Conftitution  that  brought  hither 
thofe  Multitudes.  They  came  before.— -At  leaft,  it  was 
not  that  Particular  in  our  Conftitution,  the  Proprietary 
Power  of  Appointing  a  Governor,  which  attracted  them  y 
that  fingle  Particular  which  alone  is  now  in  queftion  * 
which  our  venerable  Founder  firft,  and  now  the  Affembly, 
are  endeavouring  to  change.  As  to  the  remaining  valua¬ 
ble  Part  of  our  Conftitution,  the  Affembly  have  been  equally 
full  and  ftrong  in  expreiling  their  Regard  for  it,  and  per¬ 
haps  ftronger  and  fuller  5  for  their  Petition  in  that  re- 
fpeCt,  is  in  the  Nature  of  a  Petition  cf  Rights  it  lays  Claim, 
tho’  modeftly  a;id  humbly,  to  thofe  Privileges,  on  the 
Foundation  of  Royal  Grants,  on  Laws  confirmed  by  the 
Crown,  and  on  Juflice  and  Equity  3  as  the  Grants  were 
the  Confideration  offer’d  to  induce  them  to  fettle,  and 
which  they  have  in  a  Manner  purchas’d  and  paid  for,  by 

executing 
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executing  that  Settlement  without  putting  the  Grown  t®. 

any  Expence. 

Whoever  would  know  what  our  Conftitution  was, 
when  it  was  to  much  admir’d,  let  him  perufe  that 
elegant  farewell  Speech  of  Mr.  Hamilton ,  Father  of  our 
late  Governor,  when  as  Speaker  he  took  his  Leave  of 
the  Honfe,  and  of  public  Bufmefs,  in  1739,— and  then 
let  him  compare  that  Conftitution  with  the  prefen t.  The 
Power  of  appointing  public  Officers  by  the  Reprefentative’s  of 
the  People,  which  he  fo  much  extols  :  Where  is  it  now  ? 
Even  the  bare  naming  to  the  Governor  in  a  Bill,  a  trivial 
Officer  to  receive  a  Light-houfe  Duty,  which  could  be 
confider’d  as  no  more  than  a  mere  Recommendation,  is, 
in  a  late  Mefiage,  ftikd,  “  An  Encroachment  on  the  Prero- 
gative  of  the  Crown  !”  The  foie  Power  of  raifing  and 
difpofmg  of  the  Public  Money,  which,  he  fays,  was  then 
lodged  in  the  Affembly,  that  ineftimable  Privilege,  What  is 
become  of  it  ?  Inch  by  Inch  they  have  been  wrefted 
from  us,  in  Times  of  public  Diftrefs,  and  the  reft  are 

going  the  fame  Way.— - d  remember  to  have  feen,  when 

Governor  Hamilton  was  engag’d  in  a  Difpute  with  the 
Affembly,  on  fome  of  thofe  Points,  a  Copy  of  that  Speech, 
which  then  was  intended  to  be  reprinted,  with  a  Dedication 
to  that  honorable  Gentleman,  and  this  Motto  from  John 
Ropers* $  Verfes  in  the  Primer. 

o 

JVe  fend  you  here  a  little  Book , 

For  you  to  look  upon  ; 

That  you  may  fee  your  Father  s  Face9 
Now  he  is  dead  and  gone. - 

1 

Many  a  fuch  little  Book  has  been  fent  by  our  Aflem- 
blies  to  the  prefent  Proprietaries. — But  they  don't  like  to 
fee  their  Father s  Face  5  it  puts  theif  own  out  of  Countenance. 

The  Petition  proceeds  to  fay,  That  fuch  Difagree- 
cc  ments  as  have  arifen  in  this  Province,  we  have  beheld 
with  Sorrow,  but  as  others  around  us  are  not  exempted 
<c  from  the  like  Misfortunes,  we  can  by  no  Means  conceive 
cc  them  incident  to  the  Nature  of  our  Government ,  which  hath 
often  been  adminiftred  with  remarkable  Harmony  :  And 
your  Majefty,  before  whom  our  late  Difputes  have  been 

laid, 
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’"c*  laid,  can  be  at  no  Lofs,  in  your  great  Wifdom,  to  difcover 
<  c  whether  they  proceed  from  the  above  Caufe,  or  Ihould  be 
«  afcribed  to  fome  others.7’  The  Difagreements  in  queftion, 
are  Proprietary  Difagreements  in  Government,  relating 
to  Proprietary  private  Interefts. — And  are  not  the  Royal 
Governments  around  us,  exempt  from  thefe  Misfortunes  ? 
Can  you,  really,  Gentlemen,  by  no  Means  conceive ,  that  Pro¬ 
prietary  Government  Difagreements,  are  incident  to  the  Nature 
of  Proprietary  Governments  ?  Can  they  in  Nature  be  inci¬ 
dent  to  any  other  Governments  ?  If  your  Wifdoms  are  lo  hard 
to  conceive,  I  am  afraid  they  will  never  bring  forth. — But 
then  our  Government  “  hath  often  been  adminiftred  with 

remarkable  Harmony.”  Very  true;  as  often  as  the  Aflem- 
biy  have  been  able  and  willing  to  purchafe  that  Harmony, 
and  pay  for  it,  the  Mode  of  which  has  already  been  fhewn. 
And  yet  that  Word  often  feems  a  little  unluckily  chofen  : 
The  Flame  that  is  often  put  out,  muft  be  as  often  lit ; — If  our 
Government  hath  often  been  adminiftred  with  remarkable 
Harmony,  it  hath  as  often  been  adminiftred  with  remarkable 

pifcord.  One  often  is  as  numerous  as  the  other. — - And 

his  “  Majefty,”  if  he  ihould  take  the  Trouble  of  looking 
over  our  Difputes,  to  which  the  Petitioners,  (to  fave 
themfelves  a  little  Pains,  modeftly  and  decently  refer 
him)  where  will  he,  for  twenty  Years  paft,  find  any 
but  '  Proprietary  Difputes  concerning  Proprietary  Interefts, 
or  Difputes  that  have  been  connected  with,  and  arofe  from 

‘them  ? — 

The  Petition  proceeds  to  allure  his  Majefty,  “  That  this 

Province  (except  from  the  Indian  Ravages)  enjoys  the 
mofi  perfect  internalTranquility  ! — Amazing  ! — What  \~the 
mo/i  perfect  Tranquility  /—When  there  have  been  three  atrocious 
Riots  within  a  few  Months  ! — When  in  two  of  them  horrid 
Murthers  were  committed  on  twenty  innocent  Perfons,  and  in 
the  third,  no  lefs  than  one  Hundred  and  forty  like  Murthers 
were  meditated,  and  declar’d  to  be  intended,  with  as  many 

more  as  Ihould  be  occafion’d  by  any  Qppofition.' - When 

we  know  that  thefe  Rioters  and  Murderers,  have  none  ot 
them  been  punilh’d,  have  never  been  profecuted,  have  not 
even  been  apprehended  !  When  we  are  frequently  told,  that 
they  intend  ftlll  to  execute  their  Purpofes,  as  foon  as  the 

Protection  of  the  King’s  Forces  is  withdrawn- - —Is  our 

Tranquility  more  perfedt  than  it  was  between  frft 
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Riot  and  the  fecond,  or  between  the  fecond  and  the  third 
And  why  44  except  the  Indian  Ravages ,”  if  a  little  Xntermiff- 
on  is  to  be  denominated  44  the  moft  perfedt  Tranquility 
for  the  Indians  too  have  been  quiet  lately.  Almoft  as  well 
might  Ships  in  an  Engagement  talk  of  the  moll  perfedl  Tran¬ 
quility  between  two  Broatlfides.— But  44  a  Spirit  of  Riot  and 
64  Violence  is  foreign  to  the  general  Temper  of  the  Inhahi- 
<c  tants, —  I  hope  and  believe  it  is  ; — the  Affembly  have  faid 
nothing  to  the  contrary.— -And  yet,  is  there  not  too  much 

of  it  ?» - Are  there  not  Pamphlets  continually  written,  and 

daily  fold  in  our  Streets,  tojuftify  and  encourage  it  ? — Are 
not  the  mad  armed  Mob  in  thofe  Writings  inftigated  to' 
imbrue  their  Hands  in  the  Blood  of  their  Fellow  Citizens  ; 

* — by  firft  applauding  their  Murder  of  the  Indians ,  and  then 
reprefenting  the  Affembly  and  their  Friends  as  worfe  than 
Indians ,  as  having  privately  ftirr’d  up  the  Indians  to  murder 
the  white  People,  and  arm’d  and  rewarded  them  for  that 
purpofe  ? —  Lies,  Gentlemen,  villainous  as  ever  the  Malice 
of  Hell  invented ,  and  which,  to  do  you  Juftice,  not  one 
of  you  believes, — -tho’  you  would  have  the  Mob  believe 
them. - ■ 

But  your  Petition  proceeds  to  fay,  44  That  where  fucK 
<c  Difturbances  have  happened,  they  have  been  fpeedily  qui-, 
44  eted. — By  whom  were  they  quieted  ? — The  two  firft,  if 
they  can  be  faid  to  be  quieted,  were  quieted  only  by  the  Riot¬ 
ers  themfelves  going  home  quietly,  (that  is  without  any  In¬ 
terruption)  and  remaining  there  till  their  next  Infurrecfion, 
without  any  Purfuit,  or  Attempt  to  apprehend  any  of  them:— 
And  the  third,  was  it  quieted,  or  was  the  Mifchief  they  in¬ 
tended  prevented,  or  could  it  have  been  prevented,  with¬ 
out  the  Aid  of  the  King’s  Troops  march’d  into  the 

Province  for  that  Purpofe  r - 44  The  civil  Powers' 

44  have  been  fupported”,  In  forne  fort.  We  all  know 
how  they  were  fupported.  But  have  they  been  fully 
fupported  ?  Has  the  Government  fufficient  Strength,  even 
with  all  its  Supports,  to  venture  on  the  apprehending  and 
Punifhment  of  thofe  notorious  Offenders  r —  If  it  has  noty 
why  are  you  angry  at  thofe  who  would  ftrengthen  its 
Hands  by  a  more  immediate  Royal  Authority  ?  if  it  hasy 
why  is  not  the  Thing  done  ? — Why  will  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  by  its  Condudi,  ftrengthen  the  Sufpicions,  ( ground¬ 
less  no  doubt)  that  it  has  come  to  a  private  Underftandmg 
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with  thofe  Murderers,  and  that  Impunity  for  thsif  f&ft  Grim# 
to  be  the  Reward  of  their  future  political  Services  ?—  07 
but,  fays  the  Petition,  “  There  are  perhaps  Cafes  in  ali 
*c  Governments,  where  it  may  not  be  poilible  fpeedily  to 
«  difcover  Offenders/—  Probably ;  but  is  there  any  Cafe 
in  any  Government  where  it  is  not  poilible  to  endeavour 

fuch  a  Discovery  ?- - There  may  be  Cafes  where  it  is  not 

fafe  to  do  it  :  And  perhaps  the  beft  Thing  our  Govern¬ 
ment  can  fay  for  itfelf,  is.  That  that  is  Our  Cafe. —The 
only  Qbje/tion  to  fuch  an  Apology  muff  be,  that  it  would 
juftify  that  Part  of  the  Affembly’s  Petition  to  the  Crown, 
which  relates  to  the  Weakncfs  of  our  prefent  Government.  * 

Still,  if  there  is  any  Fault,  it  muff  be  in  the  Affembly  % 
for,  fays  the  Petition,  if  the  Executive  Part  of  our 
Government  fhould  feem  in  any  Cafe  too  weak ,  we  conceive 
“  it  is  the  Duty  of  the  Affembly,  and  in  their  Power  ^  to 
ftrengthen  it.”— This  IVeakneJs ,  however,  you  have  juft 
deny’d  ;  <c  Difturbances  you  fay,  have  been  fpeedily  quiet^ 
ed,  and  the  civil  Powers  fupported,” — and  thereby  you 
have  depriv’d  your  infmuated  Charge  againft  the  Affembly 

of  its  only  Support.' - Put  is  it  not  a  Fad  known  to  you  all, 

that  the  Affembly  did  endeavour  to  ftrengthen  the  Hands  of  the 
Government?  That  at  his  Honour’s Inffance  they  prepar’d  and 
pafs’d  in  a  few  Flours,  a  Bill  for  extending  hither  the  Ad  of 
Parliament  for  difperffng  Rioters?— That  they alfo  pafs  d  and 
pre  fen  ted  to  him  a  Militia  Bill,  which  he  refus  d5  unlefs  Powers 
were  thereby  given  him,  over  the  Lives  and  Properties  of  the 
Inhabitants,  which  the  public  Good  did  not  require,  and 
which  their  Duty  to  their  Conftituents. would  not  permit  them 

to  truft  in  the  Hands  of  any  Proprietary  Governor  ? - * 

You  know  the  Points,  Gentlemen.  They  have  been  made 
public.  Would  you  have  had  your  Reprefentatives  give  up 
thofe  Points  ?  F)o  you  intend  to  give  them  up  when  at 
the  next  Eledion  you  are  made  Affemblymen  ?  If  fo  $ 
tell  it  us  honeftly  beforehand,  that  we  may  know  what 

we  are  l.j  exped,  when  we  are  about  to  chufe  you?* - 4 

e  I  COME 

*  The  Affembly  being  call’d  upon  by  the  Governor  for  then 
Advice  on  that  Occafion  ;  did  in  a  Meffage,  advife  his  fending 
for,  and  examining  the  Magiftrates  of  Lane  after  County  and 
Borough,  where  the  Murders  were  committed,  in  order  to  dii- 
cover  the  A  dors;  but  neither  that,  nor  any  of  the  other  Mea- 
fures  recommended,  were  ever  taken. - Proclamations  in¬ 

deed  were  publiihed,  but  foon  difeontinu’d. 


1  1  cOME  now  to  the  laft  Claufe  of  your  Petition,  where, 
with  the  fame  wonderful  Sagacity  with  which  you  in  ano¬ 
ther  Cafe  difcover’d  the  Excellency  of  a  Speech  you  never 
he.md,  you  undertake  to  charadfeiize  a  Petition  you  own 
you  never,  law  and  venture  to  allure  his  Majefty  that  it  is 
“  exceed«ig  grievous  in  its  Nature  ;  that  it  by’no  Means 
contains  a  proper  Reprefen  tat  ion  of- the  State  of  this  Pro- 
“  vince  ;  and  is  repugnant  to  the  general  Senfe  of  his  nume¬ 
rous  and  loyal  Subjects  in  it.'5  Are  then  his  Majefty’s 
numerous  and  loyal  Subjects”  m  this  Province  all  as  great 
yVizaids  as  yourfelves?and  capable  of  knowing  without  feeing 
it,  that  a  Petition  is  repugnant  to  their  general  Senfe  ? — But 
the  Inconjijhnce  of  your  Petition,  Gentlemen,  is  not  fo  much 
to  be  Wonder  d  at  ^  the  Prayer  of  it  is  ftill  more  extraordinary, 
“  therefore  moil  humbly  pray,  that  your  Majefty  would 
be  gracioufty  pleafed  wholly  to  disregard  the  fajd  Petition  of 
“  Aftembly.”  .  What  !  without  Enquiry  !  Without 
Examination  !  without  a  Hearing  of  what  the  Aftembly 
might  fay  in  Support  of  it  !  44  wholly  disregard"  the  Petition 

of  your  Reprefentatives  in  Aftembly,  accompany’d  by  other 
..  etitions  figned  by  Thoufands  of  your  Fellow- Subjects,  as 
loyal,  if  not  as  wife  and  as  good  as  yourfelves  !-c~- — Would  you 
wi/h  to  fee  your  great  and  amiable  Prince,  adt  a  Part  that 
cou’d  not  become  a  Dey  of  Algiers  A— Do  you,  who  are  Ame¬ 
ricans^  pray  for  a  Precedent  of  fuch  Contempt,  in  the  treatment 
or  an  American  Aftembly  !  Such  44  total  Difreq-ard”  of 
their  humble  Applications  to  the  Throne  ? — Surely  your 

Wifdoms  here  have  .overfhot  yourfelves.* - But  as  Wifdom 

Brews  itfelf,  not  only  in  doing  what  is  right,  but  in  confeftin^ 
and  amenciing  what  is  wrong,  I  recommend  the  latter  par¬ 
ticularly  to  your  prefent  Attention  ;  being  perfuaded  of  this 
Confequence,  That  tho’  you  have  been  mad  enough  to  figri 
l;j„h  a  i  etitio/i,  you  never  will  be  bools  enough  to  prefsnt  it. 

Fhere  is  one  Thing  mention’d  in  the  Preface,  which 
I  find  I  omitted  to  take  Notice  of  as  I  came  along-,  theRe- 
nnal  of  the  Houle  to  enter  Mr.  Dickenfon  s  Proteft  on  their 
Minutes  .  r  Ins  is  mention  d  in  fuch  a  Manner  there,  and  in  ' 
tne  News  Papers,  as  to  iniinirate  a  Charge  of  fome  Partiality 

and  Injuftice  in  tne  Aftembly.— - But  the  Reafons  were 

merely  thefe,  That  tho’  Protefting  maybe  a  Pradlice  with 
the  Lords  of  Parliament,  there  is  no  Inftance  of  it  in  the 
Houle  of  Commons,  whole  Proceedings  are  the  Model  fol¬ 
low’d 
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low’d-  by  the  AlTemblies  of  America  ;  that  there  is  no  Preae- 
dent  of  it  on  our  Votes,  from  the  beginning  of  our  prefent 
Conflitution  ;  and  that  the  introducing  fuch  a  Praddice,  would 
he  attended  with  Inconveniences  ;  as  the  Reprefentatives 
in  Alietnbly,  are  not,  like  the  Lords  in  Parliament,  unac - 
countable  to  any  Conftituents  ;  and  would  therefore  find 
it  net  chary  for  their  own  J  unification,  if  the  Reafons  of 
the  Minority  for  being  againft  a  Meafure,  were  admitted 
in  the  V  otes,  to  put  there  like  wife  the  Reafons  that  in¬ 
duc’d  the  Majority  to  be  for  it.  Whereby  the  V  otes,  which 
were  intended  only  as  a  Regifter  of  Proportions  and  Deter¬ 
minations,  would  be  fill’d  with  the  Difputes  of  Members 
with  Members  ;  and  the  public  Bufmefs  be  thereby  greatly 
retarded,  if  ever  brought  to  a  period. 

As  that  Proteji  was  a  mere  Abftradl  of  Mr^  Dicken¬ 
son’s  Speech,  every  Particular  of  it  will  be  found  an¬ 
swer’d  in  the  following  Speech  of  Mr.  Galloway,  from 
which  it  is  fit  that  I  Ihould  no  longer  detain  the  Reader. — - 


Advertifement. 


cffiO  introduce  the  following  Speech  to  the  Public , 

^  Some  account  of  that  to  which  it  was  an  Anjwer , 

fee  ms  neceffaty .  _ 

During  the  Pi  me  of  the  fever  al  Debates  reflecting  the 

Change  of  Government,  Mr .  Dickenfon  feldcm.  attended * 
^  sckw  *£/*»/  when  the  important  one  came  cn ,  which 
ifjued  in  the  Refolve ',  to  adjourn  and  confult  the  People . 

next  Meeting  fever  al  Motions  were  made  jo  bring 
this  Refoluiion  to  an  IJfue ,  W  great  Deliberation , 
z7  was  re  Solved  by  a  Majority  oj  27  3,  d  Com¬ 

mittee  fhould  be  appointed  to  bring  in  the  Petition  to  his 
Majefty  to  refume  the  Powers  of  Government.  .  2?#/  ** 
none  of  tfeje  Debates  and  Reflations,  was  Mr.  Dickenfon 
prefent,  tho '  he  well  knew,  sr  at  leaf  had  great  Rea- 
fon  to  expect  this  Bufinefs  was  in  continual  Agitation. 

During  this  Time ,  Recefs  of  the  Afjhnbly , 

Afr.  ; Dickenfon  employed  himfelf  n  collecting  his  Sent¬ 
iments  in  Oppofitionto  the  Meafure ,  forming  his 

Thoughts  into  the  beft  Order,  and  dr  effing  them  in  the  heft 
Language  his  Abilities  were  capable  of .  And  upon  the 
firft  reading  of  the  Petition,  and  not  till  then,  had  he 
in  all  this  Time,  entered  into  the  Debate,  or  publickly 
deliver'd  his  Opinion  rejpe Cling  the  intended.  Change. 

After  a  Meafure  is  refolved  on  in  a  Hcufe  of  Le- 
gijlature,  it  is  well  known  to  be  contrary  to  all  Ride 
and  Order,  to  objeCl  to  the  Meafure •,  otherwife  publick 
Bufinefs  con'd  never  be  brought  to  an  Iffue.  Members 
may  fpeak  to  the  Mode,  Tut  not  objeCl  againft  the  Thing 
refolved  on.  But  this  Rule,  fo  neceffiary  in  public  Tranf- 
aClions,  was  facrificed  either  to  Mr.  Dickenfon’ J  Indo¬ 
lence  in  not  attending ,  or  to  his  Induftry  in  forming  his 
Speech.  For  he  was  permitted  to  object  to  the  Defign  it- 

felf. 

In  the  Debate  cn  the  firft  reading  of  the  Petition,  he 
attempted  to  deliver  his  Objections  againft  the  Meafure,  ore 
teniis  ^  But  finding  every  thing  he  offer'd  judicicujly  and 
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fenftbly  refitted  by  fever al  Members ,  he  was  obliged  to  re¬ 
treat  to  his  Speech  in. writing,  which  after  a  floor  t  Intro- 

auhtory  Apology,  he  read  in  his  place ,  in  a  Manner  not  the 
moji  deliberate . 

4-* 

cihts  unparliamentary  Mode  of  proceeding,  and  the  Diffi¬ 
culty  of  Retaining  in  the  Memory  fo  long  and  elaborate  a 
Performance ,  obliged ,  and  indeed  fuftified  the  Gentleman, 
the  Author  of  the  following  Speech,  in  taking  fleer t  Notes, 
from  which,  after  Mr .  Dickenfon  had  concluded,  he  rofe 
to  anfwer  the  Objections  offer'd  againfi  the  Petition.  Put 
the.  Speaker  being  exceedingly  indi [pos'd. ,  the  Debate  was 
adjourn'd  till  next  Day . 

Before  the  Adjournment,  Mr.  Dickenfon,  was  requefted 
by  fever  al  Members,  and  imformed  by  the  Speaker,  that  he 
ought  to  leave  his  Speech  on  the  T 'able  for  the  Perufal  and  - 
Confederation  of  the  Hcufe.  But  this  he  fever  al  Times  evad¬ 
ed,  alledging  in  Excufe,  that  it  was  too  incorredt  and  in - 
digejled-,  alt  ho'  he  was  repeatedly  informed,  that  none  would 
examine  it  with  a  View  to  make  any  critical  Obfervations 
on  the  Stile  or  Method,  but  only  to  make  themfeves  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  Subfiance.  At  length  he  was  prevail'd  on  to 
promife  in  the  moft  folemn  Manner,  that  he  would  deliver 
it  to  Mr.  Galloway  that  Evening.  That  Gentleman  called 
on  him  at  the  Time  appointed,  but  Mr.  Dickenfon  con¬ 
tinuing  in  the  fame  Humour,  declined  delivering  it.  Nor 
did  he  give  the  Members  an  Opportunity  of  perufing  it, 
until  the  Debate  was  over,  and  the  Shicf  ion  called  for, 
whether  thf  Petition  Jhou'd  be  tranferibed  for  a  third 
Reading.  Which  paffed  in  the  Affirmative  by  the  Votes  of 
all  the  Members  who  rofe  on  the  former  feuejlion.  All  that 
Mr.  Dickenfon  had  either  [aid  or  read,  not  having  the 
Succefs  of  altering  the  Opinion  of  a  Jingle  Member . 

Nor  did  the  Speech  then  remain  long  upon  the  Table, 
for  Mr.  Dickenfon  immediately  after,  got  it  into  his 
Hands  again,  and  carried  it  out  of  the  Ploufe.  What 
has  been  done  with  it  fence,  to  whoje  Care  and  Correction 
ti  has  been  committed ,  and  by  whom,  and  with  what 

Views 


ADVERTISEMENT. 

Views  it  has  been  publijhed ,  the  Preface  attending  it 
Sufficiently  demonstrates. 

However,  fince,  the  Art  and  Hrefsin  which  it  now  ap¬ 
pears  to  the  Public,  very  different  from  that  in  which  it 
appeared  in  the  Houfe,  renders  it  little  lefs  than  neceffary , 
that  the  Public  Jhou’d  knozv  the  Arguments  and  Reafons 
which  prevailed  on  the  Members  to  retain  their  former 
Refolutiony  of  profecuting  the  Petition  to  the  Crown  ; 
the  following  Speech,  in  Subjiance  the  fame  that  was  offer¬ 
ed  by  Mr.  Galloway,  in  Anfwer  to  Mr.  Dickenfon,  taken 
from  his  Jhort  Notes,  and  put  into  Order,  is  fubmitted  to 
tioe  Confideration  of  the  Lovers  and  Supporters  of  public 
Liaerty,  Order,  and  good  Government . 
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Page  line  1 1,  after  which,  read,  tho  they.  Page  9,  line  t5, 
after,  Circumjiances,  read  appeared.  Page  n,  line  13,  after,  heard, 

rfuttT  ’  kmees’  de*etheword.  tbo\  Page  4.2,  line  10,  from 
r  „  m’  S’.  read,  to.  Page  43  lines,  from  the  bottom, 

for,  Sfcaet,  read  IJfues.  Page  45,  line  ,,  for,  or,  read,  and. 
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Mr.  Galloway* s  Speech,  {#6 


TV  .v,. 

Mr.  Speaker, 

N  this  important  Debate,  I  fhall  not 
k.  :  M  take  up  the  Time  of  the  Houfe  in 

I  $$  making  large  Proteftations  of  my  Since- 
nl  rity,  or  that  my  Condudt  is  actuated  by 
jSSl  J  an' ardent  Defire  to  reftore  the  almoft  ex  - 
HtJK  p;ring  Liberties  of  my  Country.  Shou’d 
any  Perfon  queftion  thofe  Points,  I  fhall  leave  therm 
to  be  determined  by  my  pail  and  prefent  Adtions, 
which  ■will  have  more  weight  for  or  again  ft  me,,  thaii 
all  that  I  can  fay  on  the  Occafion.  Should  thofe  fail  of 
demonftrating  the  redtitude  of  my  Conduct,  1  am  leiifi- 
ble,  the  moft  folemn  Profefllons  will  not  produce  that 
Effedl ;  apd  by  avoiding  them,  I  fpare  myfelf  the 
Blufh,  and  you  the  Pain  that  mitit  arife  from  an  Eulogy 
made  by  a  Man  on  his  own  Adtions.  t  therefore  re¬ 
commend  it  tq  the  gentleman  whofe  long  Perfor¬ 
mance  I  rioW  fife  to  aniwer,  to  cbnfider  that  ft  fteady 
tJnifofmity  of  Coridudfc,  in  fuppoft  of  Public  Liberty, 
wou’d  have  flood  ih  no  need  of  fuch  Aids,  arid  that  a 
contrary  Behaviour,  with  the  J udicious  arid Impartial,  will 
not  receive  the  leaft.  Advantage  from  them.  And  it 
Will  alfo  be  but  juft  in  him  to  refledt,  that  if  any 
thing  difagreeabk  to  him,  fnould  fall  from  rne  in 


c 


) 


the  Courfe  of  my  Obfervations  on  what  he  has  faid, 
he  ought  to  i  npute  it  to  the  manner  in  which  he 
has  treated  a  great  Number  of  honeft  prudent  Men, 
the  long  Supporters  of  the  Rights  of  the  People. 

The  Cenfure  he  has  fo  liberally  bellow’d  on  a 
very  great  Majority  of  the  Houfe,  is  too  indecent 
to  be  palTed  over  in  Silence.  When  this  important 
Affair  had  been  fully  confidered  and  debated  *  view¬ 
ed  in  all  Lights,  and  fully  determined  by  fo  great 
a  Majority  as  nine  Tenths  in  favor  of  the  Meafure, 
is  it  not  furpriling  to  hear  our  Conduct  reprefented  as 
flowing  from  a  Tranfport  of  Zeal  and  Refen trnent, 

and  violent  Paffions”. - I  know  of  nothing  that 

can  juftify  fo  unbecoming  a  Charge.  This  Houfe, 
Sir,  has  long  fifomitted  to  Proprietary  Injutlice,  and 
from  a  melancholy  impelling  Neceffity,  has  given  up 
many  important  Points  of  the  Liberties  of  the  People. 
They  have  feen  one  Privilege  after  another,  facrifi- 
ced  without  the  leaft  Hopes  of  Recovery,  and  new 
Demands  and  Exactions  every  Day  made.  And  at 
Length  tired  out  with  the  continually  mcreafing  Mil- 
chiefs  comlantly  flowing  from  an  Union  of  great 
Wealth,  with  extenfive  Power  and  after  having  in 
vain  attempted  every  other  Meafure  for  facing  their 
Country  from  Ruin,  they  have  refolved  to  petition 
his  Majefty  to  relume  the  Powers  of  Government  in¬ 
to  his  own  Roval  Hands.1 

J 

An  ft  certainly,  Sir,  this  Refolution  was  far  from 
being  Hally  or  precipitate  :  The  Meafure  had  been 
often  thought  of  and  propoied  by  the  fame  Members 
in  preceding  Aflemblies.  At  the  laft  Sitting,  it  was 
frequently  moved,  and  then  fblemnly  debated.  And 
yet  fo  coolly  and  deliberately  did  they  proceed,  that 
they  would  not  absolutely  determine  on  this  impor¬ 
tant  Point,  without  firfl  adjourning  to  confult  their 
Conllituents.  Tlrc  Adjournment  was  accordingly 

made, 


made  for  fix  Weeks;  and  we  are  now  returned  to 
thefe  Seats,  fully  convinced  that  our  Conduct  is  ap¬ 
proved  ot  by  all  the  Friends  of  Liberty,  and  Lovers 
of  Order  and  Government.  Hence  I  conclude,  that 
the  Refolution  of  this  Houle  is  not  founded  in  Paffioii 
or  Precipitation,  but  in  cool  Reflection,  and  folid 
Judgment ;  and  that  the  Charge  the  Gentleman  has 
made  againft  it,  is'  as  ground lefs  as  it  is  indecent.  : 

I  own.  Sir,  all  Pafllon  and  undue  Attachment 
of  every  Kind,  fhould  be  banifhed  from  Public 


•ounciis. 


And 
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II 
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u la  oe  banifhed  from  Public 
there  are  Paffions  which  do 
rile  from  “  Refentment,”  yet  are  equally  dan¬ 
gerous  to  the  public  Weal,  and  to  which  it  has 
frequently  fallen  a  Sacrifice.  Such  is  the  P aflion 
cf  Ambition  : — A  reftlefs  Third  after  Promotion  9 
a  Fondneis  to  ferve  the  Purpofes  of  Power,  from 
an  Expectation  of  being  rewarded  with  Pods  of 
Honor  and  Profit.  Thefe  equally  blind  the  Under- 
ftanding,  captivate  the  Judgment,  and  dedroy  the 
pure  Operations  of  Reafon.  And  I  cannot  but  with, 
the  Gentleman  was  as  free  from  thefe  mifehievous 
Paffions,  fo  frequently  deftrufhve  of  Public  Liberty, 
as  the  Majority  of  this  Houle  is  from  thofe  with 
which  he  has  charged  them  with  fo  little  Refpedt 
and  Referve. 

But  Sir,  I  will  proceed  to  the  Merits  of  this 

Debate. - The  Gentleman  contends.  That  this  is  not 

the  proper  Time  to  petition  for  Relief  Tom  our  Di- 
ftrefs,  by  a  Change  of  Governors.  But  agrees,  if  the 
Change  "can  take  Place  with  our  Privileges  preferred. 
Let  it  take  Place  inftantly.”  Thus  cqnfeffing  that 
a  Change  is  neceffary,  and  yet  in  a  few  Minutes 
after,  he  pofitively  affirms  our  Privileges  are  c€  all  fafe 
“  now,  and  that  we  are  in  the  full  and  peaceable  En¬ 
joyment  of  .them.”  A  Declaration  of  this  Kind,  Sir, 
from  a  Stranger  to  Proprietary  Ufurpatidns,  wou'd 
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h&tfe  been  fcarcely  excufable  :  Bectlufe  a  Man  ought 
to  be  acquainted  with  Fads  before  he  positively  deter¬ 
mines  on  them.  But  in  a  Gentleman  who  has  feen  fq 
many  of  our  Rights  fading  and  expiring  under  the 
baleful  Influence  of  Proprietary  Ambition  and  Interest, 
it  is  utterly  unpardonable..  There  are  byt  few,  very 
few  indeed,  even  of  thole  who  are  moft  dependant  on 
Proprietary  Favor,  but  will  acknowledge  in  private, 
where  they  dare  to  own  what  they  think,  that  our 
ftights  are  deeply*  wounded  by  the  Attempts  of 
Power— —But  permit  me  to  afk  the  Gentleman,  if 
bur  Liberties  are  in  fuch  a  State  of  perfect  Secu¬ 
rity,  why  is  a  Change  neceffary  at  all  ?  Why  fhould 
it  take  place  even  now  or  hereafter  ? —  I  leave 
this  Contradiction  to  him  to  reconcile.— I  confers, 
Sir,  I  cannot  do  it. 

*  U-  J  »■-  '  •  -  w.‘  - 1-  •* 

It  is  a  ftale  and  common  Device,  where  Men 
are  deftitute  of  Arguments  to  fupport  an  Opposi¬ 
tion  to  a  neceffary  Meafure,  to  ufe  all  their  Force 
in  perfuading  to  put  off  and  procraftinate.  But,  Sir, 
t  am  confident  this  Art  will  not  fuceeed  now  *,  for 
all  that  has  been  faid,  has  not  tended  to  alter, 
but  to  confirm  my  Judgment,  that  now.  is  the  only 
proper  Time  to  forward  the  Petition. 

That  there  are  u  certain  Periods,  when  Defigns 
may  be  executed  much  more  eafily  ’and  advantage- 
oufly,  than  at  any  other  ;  “  That  a  ftrid  Attention  to 
every  interefting  Circumftance  is  neceffary  *,  “  And 
that  we  ought  to  wait  until  they  have  ripen’d  in¬ 
to  a  favorable  Conjuncture  ”  I  agree.— -All  this, 
has  been  done  by  the  Affemblies  or  this  Province, 
who,  like  the  Parliament  of  England ,  after^  having 
long  oppofed  the  moft  arbitrary  Meafures  in  vain, 
and  eflayed  every  domeftic  Expedient  to  reftore  the 

loft  Liberties  of  their  Country,  found  nothing  would 
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feve  her,  but  a  Revolution. — rWe  have  often  at¬ 
tempted  to  obtain  Relief  from  Oppreffion,  from  the 
Proprietaries,  but  in  vain. —They  have  forbid  us  even 
to  addrefs  them. — They  have  refufed  to  hear  qs.~- 
We  have  oppofed  ^  their  Meafares  before  the  Privy- 
Council.— — We  have  been  but  partially  relieved, 
occafioned  entirely  by  tlieir  Mifreprefentations  and 
now  we  find,  from  their  increafing  Intereft,  unleis 
we  can  effeft  a  Change  at  this  Time,  any  future  At¬ 
tempt  mull  be  ineffectual.— We  have  confidered  eve¬ 
ry  44  Interefting  Circumftance,’5  and  find  them  all, 
ripen’d  up  to  this  favorable  Conjuncture.”  And 
in  my  Opinion,  this  is  the  only  Time  of  petitioning 
with  a  ProfpeCt  of  Succefs.  My  Reafons  are, — The  Pro¬ 
prietors,  it  they  ihould  incline  to  oppofe  this  Change,  (as 
it  is  not  certain  they  will,  fince  it  is  a  Part  of 
the  Propofal,  that  a  full  Equivalent  be  made  them) 
have  not  probably  fo  great  an  Intereft  now  to 
fupport  their  Pretenfions  as  they  have  had  h  - 
tofore,  Death  having  removed  two  of  their  prin¬ 
cipal  Friends  in  the  P—y  C - 1:  Then  as  to 

our  being  (deprived  of  any  of  our  Privileges  -  in 
the  Change,  I  apprehend,  there  is  not  the  leaft  Danger 
pf  it  :  The  prelent  Miniftry,  befides  the  Difpofxtion 
to  mild  and  equitable  Meafures  which  they  have 
already  manifefted,  will  undoubtedly  be  very  cau¬ 
tious  how  they  give  any  Handle  to  a  virulent  Gp- 
pofition,  by  fo  great  an  Aft  of  Injuftice,  as  the 
depriving  a  free  People  of  thofe  Privileges  they  have 
lb  dearly  bought.  Were  they  difpofed  to  do  it, 

•  they  can  only  do  it  through  the  Parliament,  which 
is  compofed  in  Part  of  that  very  Opposition  :  Their 
Prudence  therefore,  as  well  as  their  Juftice,  will  pre¬ 
vent  the  Attempt. - Again,  at  this  Time,  the 

Nation  has  immenle  Trafts  of  Territory  to  form  into 
new  Colonies  :  By  an  eafy  and  expeditious  Settlement 
of  thole  Colonies,  the  Wealth  and  Commerce  of  the 

Nation 
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Nation  will  be.  increafed  and  extended. - This  can 

roly  be  clone  by  granting  to  the  Settlers  particular  Pri¬ 
vileges,,  and  greater  Liberties  than  the  People  of  our 
Mother  Country  and.  of  foreign  Nations  enjoy  in  their 
prefent  State.* ** — Sound  Reafon  undoubtedly  will  recom- 
.irend  this  Policy.  And  fhould  they  even  attempt  to 
deprive  of  its  Rights  this  Colony,  which  has  fo 
remarkably  flourifhed,  and  now  takes  off  fuch  vail 
Quantities  of  Englijb  Manufactures,  from  no  other 

Caufe  but  her  extenfive  Privileges  ; - it  will  require 

but  little  Difcemment  to  perceive,  how  great  a  Damp 
Jiich  a  Mealure  mu  ft  give  to  all  the  Schemes  for  new 
Settlements,  and  how  fenfihly  the  true  Intereft  and 
Welfare  of  the  N ation  will  be  affected* 

This,  Sir,  is  not  an  imaginary  Conjecture  : — It  Is 
founded  on  Reafon,  and  on  Experience.  The  Colony 
of  Barbados  had,  in  the  Opinion  of  the  ableft  Council, 
forfeited  her  Charter  Privileges— —And  yet  upon  this 
Policy  only.,  her  Privileges  were  preferved,  as  appears 
from  the  Extract  read  by  a  learned  and  worthy 
Member,  from  the  Life  of  Lord  Clarendon  * 

But  it  is  laid,  Men  of  the  higheft  Charadler,  (if 
reports  fay  true)  <c  are  endeavouring  to  eftabliih  Pro*- 
prietary  Governments  ;  and  therefore  probably  may 

ct  more 


*  “  The  Cafe  being  thus  fully  Hated  to  the  Lords,  they  con- 
t(  fidered.  ferioufly  among!!  themfelves,  what  Advice  they  might 
ff  reafonably  give  his  Majeity.  They  were  unanimously  of 
Opinion,  “  not  to  advife  his  Majefty  to  caufe  the  Patent 
to  be  called  in  Queflion :  For  though  they  doubted  not, 
zt  upon  the  Opinion  of  his  learned  Council,  that  the  fame 
would  be  judged  <void  and  illegal ;  yet  they  did  not  think 
di  it  a  feafonable  Time,  when  the  Nation  was  fo  active  and  in- 

**  duHrious  in  [eftablifhing]  foreign  Plantations,  that  they  Ihould 
“  fee  a  Charter  or  Patent  queftioned  and  avoided,  after  it  had 
been  fo  many  Years  allowed  and  countenanced,  and  under 
**  which  the  Colony  hath  fo  long  douriihed,  and  was  almoil 
“  grown  to  Perfe&ionP5  Life  of  Edw*  Earl  of  Clarendon,  VoL 
III.  page  940. 
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cr'  more  readily  incline  to  favor  Proprietary  MeaferesP* 

I  much  doubt  the  Truth  of  this  Report — I  rather  think 
Proprietary  Governments  are,  by  the  Gbftrubtions  to 
his  Majefty’s  Service,  and  fatal  Confequences  to  Ms 
Subjects,  rendered  fo  odious,  that  the  Crown  will 
chule  to  retain  the  Government  of  the  Territories 
granted,  in  its  own  Hands,  whatever  Liberties  it  may 
confer  to  promote  the  Settlements. — This  certainly  is 
the  molt  probable  Conjecture — founded  on  a  poGtive 
Declaration  of  his  Majefty’s  Minifters.  The  Decla¬ 
ration  was  to  this  EfteCt  -  46  That  his  Majefty’s 

4C  Royal  Prerogatives  were  not  to  be  trufted  to  die 
44  feeble  Hands  of  private  Individuals  ;  who  were  ever 
46  ready  to  facrifice  them  to  their  private  Emolument.”— 

But,  Sir,  fhculd  this  Report  be  true;  would  not 
common  Prudence,  or  what  is  more  powerful,  private 
Xntereft,  induce  thefe  Gentlemen  to  obtain  as  many 
Privileges  for  all  Sects  of  People,  as  would  fafdy 
tend  to  encourage  the  Settlement  of  the  Land  granted 
them  ?  Wou’d  they  not  confider,  that  the  more  Pri¬ 
vileges  they  could  publifh  to  the  World,  the  more 
People  would  flock  to  their  new  Country,  and  the 
fooner  their  Eftate  would  become  Valuable.  This, 
was  the  Policy  of  our  firft  Proprietor.  This  enabled 
him  to  fell  his  Lands  at  twice  as  much  as  they  are  5 

Ibid  in  any  other  Government.  It  was  this  that  has. 
fo  remarkably  advanc'd,  and  fo  fpeedily  perfected  the 
Province  v/e  now  reprefent. 

Another  Circumftance  unites  to  make  this  Con¬ 
juncture  the  moft  favourable:  We  have  a  Sovereign 
whom  the  Member  himfelf  allows,  is  as  “  juft,  bene- 
44  volent  and  amiable  a  Prince,  as  Heaven  ever  grant- 
44  ed  in  his  Mercy  to  blefs  a  People  ?”  It  is  to  him  v/e 
petition  :  It  is  his  Juftice  v/e  implore,  and  his  Vir¬ 
tue  on  which  we  rely  for  a  Protection  a  gain  ft  the  Qp- 

prdfion 


preffion  of  his  private  Subje&s.  To  him  we  have  nivei" 
applied  before  for  Redrefs:  And  is  he  fuch  a  Cypher 
in  the  Government,  that  this  important  Tranfeftion,  in 
which  the  Rights  of  Thoufands  of  his  Loyal  Stibje&s; 
are  concerned,  will  not  come  to  his  Notice?  Is  he  pof- 
-  fefled  of  fo  much  Juftice  and  Benevolence,  and  will 
he  permit  iiich  Injuftice  to  be  done  us,  without  Inter- 
Pnng? - I  cannot  believe  it.  — —  He  has  not  me¬ 

rited  this  Charge:  - — He  has  not  appeared  this  No¬ 
thing  in  the  Conftitution :  - — He  lias  enquired  into  the 
Aggnevances  of  the  Subje£t:  —  He  has  redreffed 
them  : —  And  the  Minifter  on  whom  He  much  relies 
is  a  Man  of  acknowledged  Virtue  and  Morality.  In 
fhort,  he  has  hitherto,  and  will  fiiil  hear  and  redrefi 
the  Complaints  of  his  Subjects  upon  every  Principle 
of  Juftice  and  Reafon.  Will  fitch  &  Father  of  his 
People,  when  we  afk  him  to  feparate  Power  from 
Property ;  to  take  the  Nomination  of  the  Governor 
who  is  to  rule  his  People  into  his  Royal  Hands,  for 
the  Delivery  and  Safety  of  that  People ;  will  he  de¬ 
prive  them  of  their  Liberties  granted  by  his  Royal 
Predeceflbrs  for  a  valuable  Confideration  ?  u  Will  he 
when  we  aflk  Bread  give  us  a  Stone  ?  when  we  afk 
cc  a  Fifh  will  he  for  a  Fifh  give  us  a  Serpent  ?  or.  If  we 
<c  afk  an  Egg,  will  he  give  us  a  Scorpion  ? 

What  then  are  we  to  fear  from  fuch  a  Sovereign, 
and  fuch  a  Minifter?- —  When  will  the  Period  arrive, 
productive  of  fuch  a  Number  of  fortunate  CircunV 
ftances  for  out  Deliverance?—  When  will  Proprietary 
Power  and  Influence  again  receive  fuch  a  Shock  as  to 
lofc  in  a  fhort  Time  two  of  its  principal  Pillars  ? — — 
When  are  we  again  to  expeeft  fuch  extenlive  Plans  for 
the  forming  new  Colonies  and  extending  the 

as? —  When  will  the  Safety  of  our 
fo  naturally  fupported  by  the  Nation’s 

Welfare  ?— 


glifl)  ,  Dormnio 
Privileges  be 


Welfare?"™  and  when  (look  Hiftory  through,)  can 
we  promife  ourfelves  fo  juft,  fo  good,  and  fo  virtu¬ 
ous  a  Sovereign,  to  do  us  Juftice?--— 

After  what  I  have  faid,  how  foreign  mult  the  Cafe 
of  the  D.  of  Monmouth  appear  to  that  of  the  pre- 
fent  Affembly ;  and  how  much  at  a  lofs  lor  Argu¬ 
ments  mult  the  Gentleman  be,  who  is  driven  to 
ftich  inappoftte  Inftances  to  fupport  his  Caufe  ? 

That  Duke  bthng  a  Refugee  in  Holland ,  was  made 
a  Tool  to  the  Art  and  Policy  of  others.  He  fee 
up  an  idle  Pretenlion  to  the  Crown  of  James  IL, 
and  he  landed  with  80  private  Gentleman  at  Limey 
at  a  Time  when  the  King  was  fupported  in  the  warm- 
eft  Manner  by  the  Parliament,  and  no  one  fmgle 
Circumftance  to  promife  him  Succefs.  in  the  At¬ 
tempt  he  failed,  and  no  wonder.  More  appofite  In¬ 
ftances  might  be  produced  which  happened  near  the 
fame  Period,  to  flhew  the  Danger  or  Delays^ from 
the  Mifchiefs  that  arofe  to  the  Nation,  by  the  Parlia¬ 
ment’s  omitting  to  feize  the  fortunate  i  ime  of  re- 
ftoring  the  loft  Liberties  of  England :  But  there  did 
hot  fait  the  Gentleman’s  Purpofe. 

At  the  End  of  the  Civil  War,  the  King  was  rea¬ 
dy  to  fecure  the  Liberties  of  the  Nation,  which 
then  like-  the  Liberties  of  Pennsylvania  were  near 
expiring:  But  the  Art  and  Policy  of  wicked  Men 
interfered  and  prevented. —  At  v  the  Time  of  the. 
Reparation,  Cha.  II.  would  hare  complied  with  any 
Terms  for  preventing  the  Abuie  of  Power,  and 
Settiing  the  Conftitution  on  a  rational  and  lafting 
Foundation.  But  the  Prejbyterians ,  out  of  Hatred  to 
the  Independants ,  joined  the  Royalifts  in  all  their  Mca- 
lures  of  Power:  This  gave  them  fuch  additional 
Strength,  that  inftead  of  reftoring  the  Liberties  of 
r.hei/  Country,  they  renewed  and  continued  their  former 

C  T  yranny. 
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Tyranny.  I  hope.  Sir,  the  fame  Se£t  in  this  Pro¬ 
vince,  will  not  a£t  the  fame  indifcreet  Part:  That 
they  will  not  attempt  to  facrifice  the  Liberties  of  Penn- 

fylvania  to  their  private  Animofity: - Or  if  they 

do,  that  the  farpe  fatal  Effedts  will  not  attend  their  Ac¬ 
tions  :  The  Spirit  of  Liberty,  if  properly  exerted,  will 

be  ftrong  enough  to  fupport  this  Struggle  for  our  Pre- 
fervation. 


",  <§ 

K  | 


But  it  feems,  under  thefe  diftrefilng  Circumftartces, 
when  we  have  no  profpedt  of  enjoying  either  Security  of 
Perfon  or  Property,  the  grand  and  important  Objedts  of 
all  Government,  we  ought  patiently  to  \yait  until 
Proprietary  Influence  fhall  be  at  an  End.  Had  the 
Gentleman,  who  makes  this  Propofal,  in  the  long  Piece 
he  has  read  In  the  HoiEe,  offered  the  leaft  Reafon  to 
ftiew  when  that  lucky  Period  would  happen,  or  that 
it  will  ever  happen  while  Proprietary  Power  and  Pro¬ 
perty  are  united  •,  or  that  it  will  happen  before  our  inva¬ 
luable  Liberties,  and  all  that  Englljhmen  hold  in 
Efteem,  will  be  “confumed,  not  in  the  Blaze  of  Royal 
Authority”  asheafferts,  but  in  the  Sink  of  Proprietary 
Injuftice  and  Ambition,  he  would  have  afforded  feme 
fmall  Comfort  to  the  expiring  Liberties  of  Pennfylvania. 
But  this  he  has  not  attempted,  confcious  of  the  Vanity 
and  Folly  of  fuch  an  Attempt.  Let  us  but  confider, 
that  the  Experience  of  Ages,  fully  demon ftrates  Wealth 
to  be  the  Parent  of  Power,  the  Nurfe  of  Influence  : 
And  that  an  Increafe  in  Wealth,  will  as  naturally  be- 
g°t  an  Increafe  of  Power  and  Influence,  as  an  Increafe 
of  Velocity  in  the  falling  Stone  will  produce  more 
certain  Death. 


Let  us  take  a  View  of  the  Proprietary  Eftate,  what 
it  was  fifty,  what  twenty  Years  ago,  and  what  it  is 
now,  and  we  muft  be  convinced,  that  nothing  can 
prevent  their  being  the  richell  Subjects  in  the  Englijb 

Nation, 
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Nation  :  And  therefore  Subjects  of  the  greateft  Influ¬ 
ence  and  Power,  and  more  likely  in  future  to  oppofe 
with  Succefs,  any  Meafures  that  may  be  taken  againft 
their  Oppreflion.  Are  we  to  expeft  She  fame  Caufe 
will  not  produce  the  fame  Effect,  and  that  Wealth, 
by  fome  Magick  Charm  in  future,  will,  inftead  of 
producing  Power  and  Influence,  bring  forth  its  contra¬ 
ries  ?  If  not,  how  vain  and  chimerical  is  the  Ex¬ 
pectation  that  Proprietary  Power  and  Influence  will 
ever  ceafe  ?  As  vain  and  chimerical  as  the  Expecta¬ 
tion  of  a  future  Mefiiah  tp  the  deluded  Jews. 

And  as  to  the  Royal  and  Minifterial  Prejudices, 
v/e  have  heard  painted  in  a  Light  the  moll  terrible 
and  frightful  to  us,  and  the  mpft  irreverent  and  dif- 
refpebtful  to  his  Majefty :  Tho’  they  are  represented 
as  fo  ineradicably  fixt,  that  nothing  can  remove  them ; 

I  own  I  entertain  very  different  Sentiments  of  the 
Royal  and  Minifterial  Juftice.  Will  his  Majefty  and 
Miniftry,  upon  a  folemn  Reprefentation  and  Proof  of 
Fadts,  refufe  to  lay  afide  Prejudices,  which  can  be 
eafily  made  appear  to  be  founded  on  Proprietary 
Mifreprefentations  ?— AVill  the  Royal  Ear  be  deaf  to 
Truth  ?  qr  will  it  not  hear  at  all  ?  — — — If  we  are 
heard,  I  am  confident,  nothing  is  more  eafy  thaji  to 
fhew  the  Condudt  of  this  Houfe  has  been  founded 
on  the  ftrifteft  Loyalty  to  his  Majefty,  and  Regard  for 
the  People  we  represent  ;  and  that  the  Obftruftions 
which  His  Service  has  heretofore  met  with,  are  en¬ 
tirely  owing  to  Proprietary  Oppreflion  and  Injuftice. 
Our  Proceedings  will  demonftrate,  that  the  Aflfem- 
blies  of  this  Province  have  ever  been  the  firft  to  vote 
a  Compliance  with  his  Majefty’s  Requifitions. — That 
the  fubfequent  Obftrudtions  to  his  Service  have  flow¬ 
ed  from  Proprietary  Inftru&ions,  made  in  favor  of 
their  private  Intereft.  That  notwithftanding  thois 
Obftruftiens,  in  order  to  comply  with  the  Roy*, 

C  z  t  Orders 
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Orders,  the  Rights  of  the  People  have  been  often 
wav’d,  the  Aids  have  been  always  granted,  and  even 
upon  Terms  abhorrent  to  common  Juftice.  Upon 
thele  Fads  being  fully  proved,  the  Opinion  I  have  of 
the  Royal  Goodnefs  and  Virtue,  will  not  permit  me 
to  doubt,  but  all  Prejudices,  if  any  now  remain,  will 
be  eafily  overcome,  and  the  Province  reftored  to 
her  former  Credit. 

t .  1  1  ■  ;  ' 

Besides,  when  I  confider  the  Province  of  Penn- 
fylvania  as  the  only  Colony  that  has  fully  com¬ 
plied  with  the  General’s  laft  Requifition,  notwith¬ 
standing  the  unjuft  Oppofition  given  to  it  on  the 
Part  of  the  Proprietary  :  That  many  '  have  not 
complied  in  any  Degree  ;  fome  but  in  Part,  none 
fully  but  this  Afiembly,  my  Plope  is  not  unreafonable,  ' 
that  former  Prejudices.-  will  vanifh,  and  our  Conduct 
ft  and  high  in  the  Royal  Efteem. 

Should  fo  great  a  Reflection  be  thrown  on  his 
Majefty  and  his  Miniftry,  as  to  after t*  they  are  thus 
irafcible,  thus  blind  to  Juftice  and  the  Complaints  of 
»the  Subjeft,  in  plain  Terms ;  (for  it  has  been  very 
fully  infinuated,  that  their  prefent  Prejudices,  if  any 
there  be,  cannot  be  overcome.) — I  anfwer,  Sir,  if  this 
cannot  be  done  now,  there  is  not  the  leaft  Profpeft 
that  it  ever  can  be  done. — —Every  Day  hereafter  will 
bring  on  new  Difficulties,  and  encreafe  the  Power  of 
Oppofition — and  to  ufe  the  Gentleman’s  own  Words, 

“  It  is  not  to  be  expended  that  cur  Succefs  will 
“  be  greater,  when  our  Opponents  will  have  more 
tc  Dignity,  more  Power,  and,  as  they  will  think, 

more  Law  on  their  Side.55-— — -This  Confideration 
alone  points  out  the  propriety  of  the  prefent  Time. 

i 

Here,  Sir,  permit  me  to  obferve,  the  Gentleman 
■entangles  himfelf  in  another  Con  tradition.  Fie  firfe 

contends.. 
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contends,  this  is  not  the  proper  Time  to  petition, 
becaufe  Proprietary  Influence  and  Oppofition,  will  at 
this  Period,  be  too  heavy  for  us  and  then  he 
cpnfeffes,  we  are  not  to  exped  more  Succefs  here¬ 
after,  becaufe  the  Proprietaries  “  will  have  more 
“  Dignity,  more  Power,  and,  as  they  will  think, 
“  more  La w  on  their  Side.” 


It  is  notorious,  the  late  miniftenal  Cenfurcs,  have 
not  arifen  from  any  unjuft  Conduct  on  our  Parts 
But  entirely  from"  Proprietary  Mifrepreferitations. 
The  Attachment  of  Human  Nature  to  its^  private 
Intereft  is  too  obvious  in  the  Courie  ot  humati 
Adions  to  be  denied — And  tne  Degrees  or  tnis 
Attachment  always  encreaie  in  proportion  to  tne 

Wealth  poffefl'ed - Crefcit  amcr  nunv/ni  quantum  tpfti 

pecunia  crefcit.  This  is  not  Speculation,  but  what 
the  Experience  of  many  Years  plainly  difeovers  with 
refped  to  the  Proprietaries.  From  this  Source  ever 
will  arife  Proprietary  Inftrudions,  arbitrary  and  unjuft. 
.—A  virtuous  Legiflature,  I  hope  ever  will  fill  thefe 
Seats,  to  the  lateft  Ages.  Their  Virtue  and  Integrity 
will  ever  compel  them  to  oppofe  Oppreffion.  i  hat 
Oppofition  will  create  Delays  and  Obftrudions  to 
his  Majefty’s  Service,  and  the  People’s  Welfare. 
And  will  Ambitious  Men,  grafping  at  arbitrary 
Power,  in  Cafe  of  any  Difpute  refpeding  thole  Ob- 
ftrudions,  lay  afide  their  Endeavours,  in  fupport  of 
their  own  Aftions,  to  mifreprefent  our  Conduft  ? 
Will  they  forget  the  Arts  of  Deception  ?  They 
sertainly  will  not  ;  but  will  exert  them  with  more 
Ardor  and  Succefs,  in  proportion  to  their  Increafe 
of  Wealth,  which  will  ferve  as  a  Weapon  of  In¬ 
fluence  to  encreafe  our  Difcredit,  and  the  Miniftenal 
Difpleafure.  Hence,  Sir,  I  have  not  the  Vanity  to 
hope,  that  if  we  cannot  now  fucceed  in  removing 
'  -  •  ’•  occafioned  by  Proprietary  Mifrepre- 

fentations, 
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fentations,  we  ever  fliall  fee  the  Day,-  while  the  - 
Powers  of  Government  are  united  with  immenfe 
Property,  that  Proprietary  Influence  or  Minifterial 
Prejudices  againft  us  will  ceafe.  But  I  much  fear 
a  little  7  ime  will  lhew  us  in  the  ridiculous  Light 
that  Horace  fhews  his  Clown,  “  who  meeting  a  River 
in  his  Road,  fat  down  on  the  Bank,  to  wait  till  the 

“  Stream  fhould'pafs  him.”  ,  '  '  ' 

\ 

Rujlicus  exfpebfat  dum  defluat  amnis  :  at  ill fr 
Labitur  ;  et  labetur  in  omne  volubilis  teviim. 

•h 

i 

The  Gentleman  further  proceeds  in  his  Pofilbili- 
ties  and  Conjectures  (for  of  them,  and  of  his  Doubts, 
his  Piece  is  entirely  compofed)  and  has  attempted  to 
point  out  the  Time  when  he  wou’d  advife  the  Pro¬ 
secution  of  the  Meafure  refolved  on— —The  Time 
/  r,lay  come  (fays  he)  when  the  Weight  of  this 
Government  may  grow  too  heavy  for  the  Shoulder 
of  a  Subjedl  ;  at  leaft  too  heavy  for  a  Woman 
or  an  Infant.5’ — This  Houfe  would  have  been 
obliged  to  him,  had  he  pointed  out  when  thefe 
may-be’s  will  come  to  pafs.  And  does  he  advife 
us  then  to  fubmit  to  our  prefent  State  of  Thraldom 
and  Infecurity,  until  the  Government  may  grow  too 

heavy  for  the  Proprietaries  ? - —Were  I,  with 

the  Gentleman,  obliged  to  ufe  fuch  fiimfey  Argu¬ 
ments,  for  want  of  better,  I  might  reply,  this  Time 
may  never  happen  ;  and  thus  oppofe  Poflibility  with 
Poflibility. — But  Sir,  I  am  not  reduced  to  this  fad 
Neceffity  : — I  have  evident  Reafons  to  olfer,  why 
it  will  not  happen. — -Will  not  Proprietary  Wealth  and 
Influence  daily  encreafe  with  the  Weight  of  the 
Government,  in  the  fame,  if  not  a  greater  propor¬ 
tion  ? — The  Weight  of  Government  cannot  be  en- 
creafed  but  by  an  additional  Number  of  Inhabi¬ 
tants. — An  Increafe  of  People  muft  neceflarily  accu¬ 
mulate 


■ 
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fnul&te  the  Proprietaries  Revenues  and  Eftate. — An 
Increafe  of  Wealth  will  produce  an  Increafe  of  Power 
and  Influence  ;  and  theie  will  confequently  encreafe 
the  Breadth  of  the  Proprietaries  Shoulders,  and  ever 
enable  him  the  better  to  bear  the  Weight  of  Govern¬ 
ment,  by  procuring  more  Affiftance  and  Support* 

/  » 

\ 

But  “  this  Government  may  be  too  heavy  at  leaft 
u  for  a  Woman,  or  an  Infant.55  But  how  long  are  we 
to  wait  for  thefe  fortunate  Periods — future  Genera¬ 
tions  may  expeft  them  in  vain — and  what  will  be¬ 
come  of  all  that  the  Good  and  Virtuous  in  the  mean 
Time  hold  dear  and  valuable  ?— Mr.  T.  Penn  may 
die — and  what  then  ?  Richard  is  alive.— But  he 
may  die. — But  has  he  no  Heirs  ? — He  has  feveral 
of  Age,  full  of  Health  and  Vigor,  and  as  likely  [to 
live  as  moft  Men.  But  they  may  all  die,  unmarri¬ 
ed,  and  without  Ifiue.  Will  not  there  yet  remain  the 
Children  of  T,  Penn  ? — But  they,  and  every  of  them, 
may  alfo  die  without  Iffue  ;  and  in  fuchCafe,  the  Govern¬ 
ment  muft  devolve  on  the  Widow  of  fome  of  them. 
Is  this  what  the  Gentleman  means  ?  for  he  has  not 
explained  himfelf.  If  I  am  wrong,  ’tis  his  fault, 
not  mine.  And  after  all  thefe  glaring  Improbabilities, 
fcarcely  Poflibilities,  fhall  happen,  then  it  feems  is  the 
proper  Time  for  a  Change. 

I  confess  I  cannot  difcover  the  Force  of  this 
Mode  of  Reafoning  ;  but  perhaps  his  own  Mode  may 
convince  the  Gentleman,  and  therefore  for  once  I 
will  ufe  it.  Is  it  not  more  than  probable  this  Wo¬ 
man  may  have  as  much,  if  not  more,  Art,  Cunning, 

and  Influence,  than  our  prefent  P - ies  ? - May 

flhe  not  marry  a  Perfon  of  equal  Weight,  and  fuperior 

Diftinftion  ? - How  then  can  this  Period,  fhou’d 

it  ever  arrive,  be  more  proper  than  the  prefect  ? — 
Proprietary  Wealth  and  Influence  will  be  ei}cxe*feda 
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and  therefore  the  Thing  more  difficult,  and  of  Courfe 
the  Time  more  improper. 

But,  Sir,  if  thofe  Poffibilities  fhould  not  happen, 
we  are  to  wait  till  all  the  Male  part  of  the 
Proprietary  Family  arrived  at  Age,  fare  one,  fhall 
die - And  the  Powers  of  Government  (hall  de¬ 

volve  on  an  Infant. — I  own,  Sir,  this  Period  feems 
as  diftant  and  improbable  as  the  other.  But  when 
it  arrives,  how  is  the  Change  to  be  effected.  Here 
the  Gentleman  is-  again  defective  in  Explanation; 
Is  it  to  be  by  a  violent  Refumption  on  the  part  of 
the  Crowny  without  the  Confent  of  the  Infant  ?  for  he 
cannot  confent.  If  fo,  our  Privileges  will  be  loft 
in  the  Gonfufion  and  Violence,  with  the  Govern¬ 
ment. — Is  it  to  be  done*  by  a  Suit  in  Chancery, 
to  enforce  a  fpecific  Performance  of  the  fubfifting 
Contract  between  the  firft  Proprietor  and  the  Crown  ?— 
A  Court  of  Chancery  cannot  make  a  final  Decree- 
in  any  Cafe  againft  an  Infant,  till  he  is  of  Age. 
Is  it  to  be  by  a  Parliamentary  Enquiry,  and  an 
Act  of  the  Britiflj  Legiflature,  in  Confequence  of 
fuch  Enquiry  ?  If  it  is,  the  Rights  of  the  People 
may  be  involved  in  the  Enquiry,  which  the  Mode 
intended  by  the  Floufe  is  calculated  to  avoid; 
Hence,  Sir,  it  appears,  that  this  Period  of  all  others, 
will  be  attended  with  moft  Difficulty  to  the  Cro^n, 
and  Danger  to  the  Privileges  we  wifti  to  have 
reftored  from  the  Bonds  of  Proprietary  Captivity. 

'■  .  •  •  -T  .  i-  ’  Tv  ~ 
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Ao-ain  it  is  contended,  “  that  the  Proprietary 
Family  may  be  fo  circumftanced,  at  to  be  wil¬ 
ling  to  accept  of  ftich  an  Equivalent  for  the 
Government  from  the  Crown,  as  the  Crown  may 
be  -willing  to  give.”  What  thefe  Circumftances 
are,  remains  alio  a  fecret  to  be  unfolded.  I  con¬ 
clude,  Sir,  for  I  can  think  of  no  others,  that  they 
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are,  when  the  Government  fhall  be  become  of 


ten  Times  greater  Value  than  at  prefent,  ana  when 
he  Eftate  of  the  Proprietary  Family  fhali  be  en- 
creafed  in  a  Ten-fold  proportion  to  what  it  is  now. 
But  can  the  Gentleman  tell  us,  why  they  may  not 
poflibly  be  now  willing  to  accept  fudh  an  Equiva¬ 
lent  ? 
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At  any  of  thefe  Times, 
vince  may  plead  the  Caufe  ot  her  P 
with  greater  Freedom,  and  with  greater  Probability  of 
Succeis,  than  at  prefent.— ——The  Royal  Grant,  the 
Charter  founded  upon  it  ;  the  public  Faith  pledged 
to  the  Adventurers,  &c.  &c.  may  be  all  properly 
“  inufted  on.’9*— I  fhould  be  glad  to  learn,  why  thefe 
Things  may  not  now  be  pleaded  with  equal  Freedom 
and  Succeis.— Will  it  be  indecent  to  lay  a  true  State 
of  Falls  before  his  Majefty  and  Miniftry  ? — Will 
it  be  treafonable  to  inform  them— That  his  Mai  eft  yd 
Royal  Predeceiibrs,  to  encourage  the  Extenfion  of  their 
Dominions,  granted  certain  Privileges  to  the  firft 
Adventurers.  That  thofe  Privileges  were  enlarged 
by  the  firft  Proprietor.— That  the  Privileges  thus 
enlarged,  were  ratified  and  confirmed  by  the  Crown. 
—That  the  Royal  Faith  was  pledged  as  a  Security 
for  the  Enjoyment  of  them. —  That  in  Confequence 
cf  thefe  Grants,  his  Brit  if®  Dominions  have  been 
greatly  extended,  and  the  Englijb  Nation  benefited. 
— That  notwithstanding  all  this,  the  Proprietaries  arid 
ons  of  the  firft  Grantee,  actuated  by  Motives  of 
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private  Xntereft  only,  and  in  Violation  of  the  Royal 
Faith  thus  plighted,  hadfo  highly  prefumed,  as  arbi¬ 


trarily  to  ufurp  and  diffolve  the  moil  valuable  of 
thofe  Rights. —That  thefe  Things  had  created  fo 
great  Difrefpebt  and  Contempt  for  a  Proprietary  Go¬ 
vernment,  that  there  was  no  longer  any  Security 
under  it;  whence  his  Majefty’s  good  Subjects  were 
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not  only  deprived  of  thofe  invaluable  Bleffings  fq 
fully  granted  and  confirmed  to  them,  but  that  all 
Government  was  at  an  End,  and  the  very  Defigi\ 
of  Society  deftroyed.  And  therefore,  to  mtreat  his 
Majefty  to  reftore  his  good  Subjects  to  their  loft 
liberties  and  Freedom  thus  arbitrarily  ufurped,  by 
feparating  Proprietary  Power  from  Property,  and  by 
refuming  the  Nomination  of  the  Governor  into  his 
own  Royal  Hands,  by  inforcing  a  fpecific  Performance 
of  a  Contrail,  now  bona  fide  fubfifting  between  him 
and  the  Proprietaries.  This  is  a  true  State  of  the  Facts, 
pnperverted,  and  not  mifreprefented.  And  will  this 
be,^  as  the  Member,  has  afferted,  “  precluding  our- 
€C  felv'es  from  every  Office  of  decent  Duty  to  the  rnoft 
“  excellent  of  Kings  ?”  Will  this  be  treating  his 
Majefty  with  Irreverence  and  Difrefped  ? — This,  or 
tantamount,  has  been  done  to  the  moft  abfolute  Mo¬ 
narch.  Can  a  People  give  a  more  irrefragable  de- 
monftration  of  their  Loyalty  and  Affeition  for  their 
Sovereign,  than  to  petition  to  be  under  his  immedi¬ 
ate  Care,  and  to  implore  his  immediate  Protection  ? 
And  can  an  Application  like  this,  be  diiagreeable 
to  his  Majefty,  or  to  his  Miniftry,  fo  evidently 
for  the  Advantage  of  the  Crown,  and  the  good 
pf  its  Subjects  ?  No,  Sir,  There  is  not  the  leaft 
Danger  or  Probability  of  the  Member’s  Prediction  com¬ 
ing  to  pals — That  all  will  be  imputed  to  a  “  Hidden 
P  Paffion  and  Refentment  againft  the  Proprietors.” 

I  should  not,  Sir,  treat  the  Member  with  the  Free¬ 
dom  he  deferves,  if  I  did  not  affert  that  he  has  wilfully 
and  difengenuoufly  misftated,  in  more  Parts  than  one, 
the  Ground  and  Caufe  of  this  Petition  to  the  Crown. 
He  has  reprefented  it  as  arifing  only  from  our 
differing  with  the  Governor  in  Sentiments,  on  the 
Stipulation  refpedting  the  Proprietaries  located  and 
uncultivated  Lands.  And  as  if  all  we  complained, 
of  was  not  of  more  Value  phan  two  or  three  Plundred 
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be  more  unfair  and  deftitute  of  Candor : —  And  no¬ 
thing  more  evident  of  die  higheft  Inattention  and  In- 
difcretion,  than  to.  appeal  to  “  our  Refolves,”  fo  full  of 
different  Aggrievances,  to  fupport  this  Reprefentation. 
Though  this  Aggrievance,  Sir,  itfelf,  is  a  Thing  ex¬ 
tremely  unjuft,  and  what  a  free  People  muft.  with 
great  Reluffance  yield  to  •,  and  yet  was  this  all,  I 
am  confident  this  Houfe  would  give  up  fuch  a  Sum, 
and  an  Hundred  Fold  added,  to  reftore  our  Con- 
ftituents  to  their  loft  Liberty.  But  this  is  not  thd 
Burthen  of  our  Complaints,  and  ourOpprefflons. —  I  hey 
areThings  that  affeft  the  very  Exiftence  of  our  Privileges 
and  Safety.  The  very  Refolves  he  appeals  to,  muft, 
when  they  are  coilfidered,  cover  him  with  Confufion. 
5Tis  arbitrary  Proprietary  Inftruftiohs,  inforced  on  our 
Governors,  in  manifeft  Violation  of  the  R.oyal  Grant, 
fubverfive  of  the  Powers  of  Legislature,  our  firft  and 
moft  eflential  Privilege,  we  complain  of  Inftru6tion<f 
that  prevent  our  fhewing  a  chearful  Obedience  to  the 
Royal  Orders,  and  our  Loyalty  and  Affe£!ion  to  the 
beft  of  Sovereigns.-—  Inftruftions  that  prevent  our 
affording  that  Protection  to  the  People  committed  to 
our  Care,  which  it  is  our  Duty  to  give,  and  their 
Right  to  receive.— XnftruCtions  which  prevent  our 
paffing  any  ialutary  Regulations  for  the  Public  Safety, 
or  the  People’s  Benefit.— To  which  fhould  we  fubmit 
in  Part,  we  fnali  foon  be  obliged  to  give  up  the 
whole,  and  be  reduced  to  the  fervile  Condition  of  the 
Parliament  of  Paris ,  or  of  the  worft  of  Slaves  of  the 
moft  abfolute  Monarch, 

We  further  complain.  That  the  Increafe  of  public 
Houles,  to  an  enormous  Degree,  merely  to  augment 
the  Income  of  the  Proprietaries  Deput),  has  cor¬ 
rupted  the  Morals  of  the  People,  t6  the  great  Scan-j 
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untimely  deftroyed  Numbers  of  his  Majefiy’s  Subjects  : 
whereby  the  People  are  diminifhed,  and  the  Govern¬ 
ment  weakened  *,  and  that  all  our  reafonable  Bills  which 
have  been  prefented  to  Proprietary  Governors,  for  a 
Redrefs,  have  been  continually  refufed,  from  Motives 
of  private  Intereft  and  Proprietary  Inftru&ions. 

That  the  Liberties  and  Properties  of  the  People 
are  render'd  precarious,  and  dependant  on  the  Will  of 
the  Proprietaries,  by  their  infilling  on  the  Nomination 
ot  the  Judges,  during  their  Pleafure,  who  are  to  de¬ 
termine  all  Caufes  between  them  and  their  Tenants, 
the  good  People  of  this  Province. 

That  no  Military  Force  can  be  obtained  for  the 
Protection  of  the  Subject  from  internal  Tumults,  and 
In  fur ‘editions  at  Home,  or  from  the  common  Enemy 
Abroad,  but  upon  Terms  the  moft  arbitrary  and  un« 
juft,  that  will  furrender  both  the  Lives  and  Proper¬ 
ties  of  the  People  to  the  Will  and  Mercy  of  the  Pro¬ 
prietaries  and  their  Deputies. 


These  intolerable  Mifehiefs,  with  a  Multitude  of 
ethers  well  known  to  this  Houfe  *,  all  arifmg  from 
the  Nature  of  Proprietary  Intereft  and  Govern^ 
rnent,  are  the  true  Caufes  of  our  Petition  to  the 
Crown.  Mifehiefs  which  are  daily  increafing,  and 
will  continue  fo  to  do,  while  Power  and  Property  re¬ 
main  in  the  lame  Hands  ;  and  which  will  loon,  unlefs 
ipeedily  remedied,  reduce  this  poor  Province  to  a 
Condition  infinitely  worfe  than  any  of  the  Royal  Go¬ 
vernments  in  America ,  fo  much  decried  by  the  Gen¬ 
tleman,  and  the  People  to  a  Slate  little  better  than 
ahfolute  Slavery.  In  thole  Governments  none  of 
thefe  Mifehiefs  exift.  We  find  in  them,  a  full  Free¬ 
dom  and  Power  of  Legiflation — No  Gbftruftions  to 
Ins  Majeftyti  Service,  a  perfect  Aclminiftration  of 

Juftice, 
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juftice,  no  legally  eftabliflied  Source  of  Vice  and  Im¬ 
morality,  and  a  fufficient  Protedion  again fc  all  Tu¬ 
mults,  Infurredions,  and  Invalions. — W  hy  then  fliould 
we  dread  a  Change,  even  fuppofing  all  lus  chime¬ 
rical  Fears  fhould  prove  abfolute  Realities. 


the 


,et  us  luppoie,  fays  the  Gentleman,  that  his 
Majefty .  will  not  accept  of  the  Government,  clogged, 
as  it  will  be  faid,  with  Privileges  inconfiftent  with  the 
Royal  Rights. —  I  cannot  think  with  him,  this  Sup- 
pofidon  is  reafonable  :  But  fuppofe  it  reafonable,  the 
worft  Confequence  is,  that  we  muft  then  remain, 
where  he  would  have  us  remain,  yet  longer  in  cur 
prefent  Situation  for  the  Crown  cannot  take  our 
Privileges  from  us,  without  an  Ad  of  Parliament. 
But  were  it  in  his  Majefty’s  Power,  to  deprive  us 
of  our  Frights,  He  would  certainly  relied,  that  thcfe 
Privileges,  whatever  they  are,  were  granted  and  rau- 
fy’d  by  his  Royal  Predecefiors. — That  they  are  the 
Purchafe  of  the  People,  never  yet  forfeited — That  it 
will  be  an  Ad  of  Injuftice  and  Violation  of  the 
Royal  Faith  to  refume  them  v/ithout  the  A  Cent  of 
the  Owners. — That  fuch  Refumprion  will  deeply 
aided  the  Welfare  of  the  Nation,  and  wife  Policy 
of  fettling  the  extenfive  newly-acquired  Dominions. 
And  has  his  Majefty  lefs  Juftice  and  Goodnefs  of 
Heart,  than  his  Royal  Predecefiors,  who  granted  and 
confirmed  thefe  Privileges  ?  Will  he  violate  their 
Covenants  and  Ads,  which  remain  in  full  Force  and 
Virtue  ?  Or  has  he  lefs  Wifdom,  and  will  therefore 
damn  the  new  Settlements  intended  of  his  now  more* 
than  ever  extenfive  Dominions,  for  the  Sake  of  de¬ 
priving  an  affedionate  People  of  a  few  Privileges  mod 
folemnly  granted  and  confirmed  to  them  ? 

The  Gentleman  thinks  cc  the  Petitions  from  the 
y  People  to  the  Crown,  which  have  been  laid  before 
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u  the  Houfe,  can  be  regarded  in  no  other  Light  thar! 
“  a  Surrender  of  the  Charter.”  I  am  at  a  Lofs,  Sir/ 
to  know  what  Idea  he  fixes  to  the  Word  furrender: 
It  imports  fome  Aft  of  yielding  up  fomething  we  are  in 
Poffeffion  of.  But  no  Words  of  that  Import  are  to  be 
found  in  the  Petitions.  The  former  Part  of  them  menti¬ 
ons  the  Mifchiefs  and  Aggrievances  the  People  labour 
tinder  in  the  prefent  Form  of  Government,  arifmg  from 
the  Nature  of  that  Government.  And  in  the  Conclu- 
fion  makes  the.  very  Defign  and  End  of  petitioning, 
the  Enjoyment  of  thofe  “  Privileges  granted  them  by 
his  Majefty’s  Royal  PredeceiTors,  freed  from  the  In- 
conveniences  incident  to  Proprietary  Governments  f* 
<c  and  not  a  Word,  nor  even  a  Hint  is  contain’d  in  them, 
that  the  Petitioners  would  furrender,  or  even  wave  them. 
• — Hence  it  appears,  that  the  Petitions  cannot  be  com 
ftrued  into  a  Surrender,  by  the  moft  tortured  Inter¬ 
pretation,  and  without  violating  the  Words,  the  Senfe, 
the  very  End  and  Defign  of  them ;  and  that  this  will 
be  done,  either  by  his  Majefty  or  his  Miniftry,  the 
Opinion  I  entertain  of  their  Juftice,  forbids  me  to 
fuppofe.  And  therefore  I  fball  leave  this  invidious 
Reflection  on  his  Majftty  and  his  Servants,  to  be 
nurfed  and  propagated  by  the  Gentleman  who  has 
Hd  freely  publifhed  it. 

To  anfwer  particularly  all  the  fuppofititious  Reafcns 
and  conjeftural  Arguments  that  have  been  offered  by 
the  Gentleman,  to  prove  that  his  Majefty  and  Mini¬ 
ftry  will  aft  with  Violence,  and  defert  the  Principles' 
of  Juftice  and  Law,  to  take  away  our  Rights  without 
our  Confent,  would  be  taking  up  your  Time  very 
iinneceflarily.  Thefe  Refleftions  fo  groundlefsly  be¬ 
llowed  on  them,  with  fo  little  Decency  and  Refervey 
inuft,  in  every  loyal  Breaft,  create  Difguft  againft  the 
Author,  not  a  Fear  of  becoming  his  Majefty?s  imme¬ 
diate  Subjects.— — And  as  to  the  Miniftry,  whatever 

Opinion- 
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Ppmion  has  been  entertained  of  a  former  one,  the 
p  refen  t  is  compofed  of  many  different  Members,  who 
are  now  under  the  Influence  of  the  belt  of  Sovereigns. 
-—We  have  made  no  Appeals  to  them — We  have  had 

no  Experience  of  their  Injuftice. - But  fhould  they 

be  regardlefs  of  Juftice ;  fhould  they  incline  to  de¬ 
prive  us  of  our  Liberties  againft  our  Confent,  we 
have  the  Satisfaction  to  know,  with  indifputable  Cer¬ 
tainty,  that  they  cannot,  unlefs  a  Britijh  Parliament 
fhould  ratify  their  Injuftice, 

Our  Privileges  do  not  depend  on  a  Proprietary 
Charter — -They  are  all  confirmed  by  Laws  of  this 
Province ,  thole  Laws  have  received  the  Royal  Ap¬ 
probation,  and  are  become  thereby  of  equal  Solidity 
with  an  Aft  of  Paliament,  and  therefore  they  cannot  be 
'  repealed  by  any  Power,  but  that  of  the  King,  Lords 
and  Commons, 

And  have  we  not  here,  Sir,  all  the  Security  Reafbn 
pan  defire,  that  our  Privileges,  thus  folemnly  con¬ 
firmed  and  never  forfeited,  will  be  preferved  on  a 
Change  ?  I  agree  we  have  not,  if  we  implicitly  believe 
the  prophetical  Conjectures  of  this  Gentleman,  “  For, 
Jays  he,  cc  this  Affair  is  laid  before  the  Parliament, 
“  the  Defires  of  the  Miniftry  are  infinuated,  the 
“  Rights  of  the  Crown  vindicated,  and  an  Aft  paffes 
“  to  deliver  us  at  once  from  the  Government  of 
“  Proprietors  and  the  Privileges  we  enjoy.”  Is  not 
this  an  amazing  Suppofition,  contradifted  by  Reafon 
and  Experience  ?  Is  not  this  a  moft  indecent  Reflec¬ 
tion  on  a  Britijh  Parliament  ? — I  fhudder  at  the  Ex¬ 
planation  ;  but  it  is  neceffary. — According  to  this 
Doftrine,  Sir,  the  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  are 
the  fervile  Dupes  of  the  Miniftry.  Without  Con¬ 
federation,  without  the  leaft  Reafbn,  in  an  Inftant,  a 
taw  paffes  the  whole  Britijh  Parliament,  at  the 
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Difire  of  the  Miniftry,  to  blaft  our  Liberties.  The: 
Rova!  Faith  pledged  to  the  Subject,  is  violated  by 
Royalty  itfelf, — and  private  Injuftice  is  done  by  the 
vnfefc  Legiflature  in  the  World,  renowned  for  their 
luftice  in  ail  Nations. 

A  Supposition  fo  Invidious,  fo  destructive  of 
trie  public  Reputation  of  the  Britijh  Government, 
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be  produced,  wherein  that  ho- 
Houfe  of  Commons,  have  rejeft- 


norabi 

ed  the  unjuit  Attempts  or  particular  h limiters,  on 
the  Liberties  of  America .  I  will  mention  two,— In 
the  Year  1718,  influenced  byMifreprefentations,  there 
was  an  Attempt  to  inforce  Royal  Inftruftions  on 
the  Governors  and  Afjemblies  of  the  Colonies,  as  Laws ; 
but  the  latter  concei  ving  them  inconfiftent  and  deftmc- 
tive  of  their  Powers  of  Legiflation,  did  not  pay  that  Re¬ 
gard  to  them  that  was  required.  Application  was  there¬ 
fore  made  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  for  a  Law,  to  give 
them  the  fame  Force  with  an  Aft  of  Parliament. 

_ _ But  that  Body,  thought  it  extremely  unjuft, 

as  it  really  was,  to  deprive  Britijh  Subjects  of 
thofe  Privileges  which  had  been  granted ^  to  them, 
and  under  which  they  had  fettiecW~and  .  rejected  the 
Application.— In  the  Year  1748,  the  like  Attempt 
was  again  made,  and  it  met  with  the  fame  Fate 
and  Succefs.  Thus,  Sir,  we  fee,  a  Britijh  Houfe 
of  Commons,  the  Guardians  of  i  Britijn  Lioeines, 
have  not  been  found  on  Experience,  fo  low  to 
Juftice  and  Public  Faith,  as  has  been  reprefented.  > 
And  we  have  no  Reafon  to  believe  they  aie  now 
grown  mare  Corrupt,  or  lefs  Virtuous. 

And,  Sir,  Ihould  an  Application  be  made  to  Pari  a- 

ment,  to  new  model  our  Conftltution,  when  it  is  found 

that  illegal  Proprietary  Jjiftruftions,  diiannufting  the 

0  r  '  Powers 


Powers  of  Legislation,  contrary  to  the  Privileges  grant-' 
ed  by  the  Royal  Charter,  is  one  of  the  Caufes 
of  our  Petition.— -That  thefe  Inftruftiotis  have  beeii 
the  foie  Impediments  to  his  Majefty’s  Meafures, 
and  the  Protedtion  of  his  Colonies,  will  they  ndc 
juftify  the  Legislature  that  oppoied  them  ?— Will 
they  not  countenance  &  Conduit  10  fimikr  x.6 

their  own  ? _ Will  they  refine  enforcing  the  Inttrucli- 

ohs  of  the  Crown,  as  a  thing  illegal,  unjuft,  and  in- 
confident  with  the  Rights  of  the  Freemen  of  America ; 
and  yet  approve  and  enforce  the  Inftrudtions  of  pti- 
vate  Subjects,  founded  on  an  unjuft  Attachment 
to  their  own  private  Intereft  ?  Xne  Abfurdity,  Sir, 
is  too  glaring  to  admit  of  a  Suppofition. 

But  further  to  paint  out  Royal  and  Minifterial 
Injuflice,  in  the  blacked;  Colours,  and  to  aggravate 
the  dreadful  Confequences  we  are  to  expect  from  it, 
the  Gentleman  affirms,  that  “  We  find,  during  the 
“  kte  War,  every  Point,  in  which  the  Proprietaries 
“  thought  fit  to  make  any  Oppcfidon,  decided 
“  .grain it  us.” —  Here,  Sir,  the  Gentleman  has  wan¬ 
dered  widely  from  the  Fadts.  In  the  Year  1759,  the 
Time  he  alludes  to,  nineteen  Acts,  palled  by  this  Le- 
gifiature,  were  prefented  for  the  Royal  Approbation  • 
thirteen  of  them  were  confirmed,  though  five  of  the 
thirteen  were  Warmly  oppofod  by  the  Proprietaries, 
as  inconfiftent  with  the  Royal  Prerogatives. 

/ 

They  earneftly  contended  that  the  Nomination  of 
Commiffioners,  in  Supply  Bills,  to  difpofe  of  the 
public  Money,  was  an  lnvafioft  of  his  “  Majefty’s 
«  Prerogatives  and  the  Power  and  Privileges  vetted 
“  in  them  by  the  Royal  Charter-,”  and  yet  this  im¬ 
portant  Point  was  determined  in  our  Favor,  though 
contrary  to  the  Practice  of  Ages,  in  our  MotherCountry, 
Where  all  the  public  Monies  are  difpofed  of  by  the 
C  rown  alone .  L  T  H  i:  ” 


They  oppofed,.  for  the  fame  Realbn,  the  Confir¬ 
mation  of  the  Lav;  to  prevent  the  Exportation  of  bad 
and  unmerchantable  Staves,  &c.  becaufe  their  De¬ 
puty  Governor  had  not  the  Nomination  of  the  Of¬ 
ficer  to  put  the  Ad  in  Execution  *,  and  yet  this  Aft 
was  confirmed  and  approved  by  the  Crown. 

The  Aft  to  prevent  the  Exportation  of  unmer¬ 
chantable  Bread  and  Flour,  was  oppofed  on  the  fame 
Principle,  but  with  as  little  Succefs,  on  the  Part  of 
the  Proprietaries. 

These,  with  many  other  Points,  too  tedious  to> 
enumerate,  were  oppofed  with  all  the  Proprietary 
Power  and  Influence,  before  the  Miniftry  •,  and  yet. 
Sir,  the  Afifembly  fucceeded,  and  Juftice  was  done 
the  People  of  Pennsylvania .  After  tliefe  irrefragable 
Proofs  of  Royal  and  Minifterial  Juftice,  if  they  fhould 
not  fncceed  in  prevailing  on  the  Gentleman  to  after 
his  Sentiments  and  free  Method  of  cenfuring  them,  I 
cannot  doubt,  but  that  they  will  at  leaft  wipe  away 
thefe  groundlefs  Fears  and  frightful  Apprehenfions  he 
has  endeavoured  to  inculcate  of  the  Lofs  of  our  Pri¬ 
vileges  by  their  unjuft  Meafures. 

I  do  not  expeft,  upon  a  Change  of  Governors,  that 
a  perpetual  Calm  will  enfuey  or  that  no  Contefts  will 
ever  arife  between  the  Ruler  and  the  People.— That 
would  be  vain  indeed ;  an  Expeftation  contradifted 
by  evident  Experience  and  the  very  Nature  of  human 
Affairs.  But,  Sir,  what  I  expeft,  and  what  every 
fenfible.  Man  muft  naturally  forefee,  is,  that  public  Dis¬ 
putes  will  be  very  rare  and  uncommon.  With  what 
Eafe  and  Expedition  was  the  public  Bufinefs,  and  his 
Majefty’s  important  Service  carried  on,  during  the* 
late  War,  in  all  the  Royal  Governments? — Not  ai 
Dilbutc  or  Murmur  fubfifted  between  the  Governors 
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£nd  the  Governed^  in  their  feveral  Legifiatures.  But 
in  the  two  only  Proprietary  Governments,  in  America , 
Proprietary  Contefts  were  as  conftant  and  certain 
the  Meeting  of  their  Legifiatures.  In  one,  ^  his  Maje- 
£ty?s  Meafures  for  the  Protedtion  of  his  Colonies,  re¬ 
ceived  little  or  no  Affiftance  at  all ,  in  the  other,  it  met 
with  oreat  and  pernicious  Obftrudtions.  From  whence 
does  ^this  Difference  between  Royal  and  Proprietary 
Governments  fpring  ?•—  From  whence  do  theie  Mil- 
chiefs  arife  ?  I  appeal,  Sir,  to  the  unbiased  and 
impartial,  whether  they  do  not  proceed  from  the 
very  Nature  of  Proprietary  Governments. — In  the  for¬ 
mer,  the  Ruler  has  no  finifter  Motive,  no  undue 
Biafs  to  feduce  his  Attention  from  the  public  Weal, 
and  the  good  of  the  People. — But  in  the  latter,  pri¬ 
vate  Interefi,  like  fome  reftlefs  Fiend,  is  always  alive, 
is  ever  adlive  :  Adlive  in  perpetual  Oppolition  to 
the  true  Interefi:  of  the  Colony.  Hence  it  is,  that  in- 
ceffant  Contentions  mull  ever  exift,  until  the  Spirit  of 
Liberty  is  worn  out,  and  the  People  fatigued  with 
Controverfy  and  OpprelTion,  fhall  fervilely  fubmit  to 
the  Will  and  Pleafure  of  the  Proprietor.  From  thefe 
Mifchiefs,  not  to  be  avoided  under  our  prefent  Form 
of  Government,  I  hope  to  be  one  of  the  happy  In- 
ftruments  of  relieving  mj  Country,  by  the  Petition 
for  a  Change :  And  of  conducing  my  fellow  Sub- 
jedts  to  a  fecure  Haven,  where,  tho5  a  Storm  may 
once  in  an  Age  anie,  they  fhall  remain  in  Safety, 
nor  dread  the"  fatal  Rocks  of  Proprietary  private 
Interefi:,  or  Proprietary  Influence. 

p£RMiT  me  next.  Sir,  to  attend  the  Gentleman  ia 
his  Remarks  on  our  Privileges  *  on  which  Head  l 
fhall  be  brief — 

“  We  here  enjoy  (we  are  told)  that  beft  and  great- 
“  eft  of  all  Rights,  a  perfedt  religious  Freedom  ” — Sq 
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do  all  Proteftants  In  every  Royal  Government  under 
his  Majefty. 

i 

“  Provincial  Commiffioners  difpofe  of  our  public 
u  Money,’'— So  they  do  in  New-York ,  New-Jerfey , 
Virginia ,  and  Carolina  ;  and  fo  they  may  in  every  other 

Colony  on  the  Continent. 

The  Polls  of  Honor  and  Profit  are  unfetter’d 
with  Oaths  or  Tefts.55 — The  People  of  Jerfey  en-  , 
joy  the  fame  Privileges  as  to  Oaths  ;  and  in  my 
Opinion,  the  fame  might  be  obtained  in  every  other 
Government,  on  a  proper  Application  And  as  tq 
a  Teft,  except  the  ufual  Teft  required  by  Act  of  Par¬ 
liament,  and  common  to  all  the  King’s  Dominions., 
fuch  a  Thing  is  not  known  in  America ,  unlef$  impofed 
by  the  Legiflature  of  any  Colony. 

“  Thofe  who  are  confcientioufly  fcrupulous  of 
taking  an  Oath,  are  admitted  as  Witneffes  in 
^  criminal  Cafes.55— Where  this  Scruple  is  rare  in 
proportion  to  the  Number  of  Inhabitants,  a  Govern¬ 
ment  may,  without  great  Inconvenience,  refufe  to 
indulge  it.  But  where  fo  great  a  Part  of  the  Peo¬ 
ple  as  in  Pennsylvania ,  are  fubjeft  to  it,  Necefficy 
will  oblige  a  Government  to  allow  an  Affirmation, 
for  its  own  Sake,  if  not  for  that  of  the  Scrupulous, 
as  otherwife  Juftice,  one  main  End  of  Government, 
could  not  be  obtained.  I  have  never  feen  a  Cal¬ 
culation,  but  I  apprehend,  the  Numbers  in  this  Pro¬ 
vince,  fcrupulous  in  this  Point,  may  be  juftly  com¬ 
puted  one  Third  of  the  People  :  There  being  the  Peo¬ 
ple  called  Quakers^  the  Moravians ,  Menonifts ,  Dump¬ 
ier  s,  and  a  great  Number  of  the  Irijh  and  Dutch  Prefby- 
jEerians,  who  have  thofe  Doubts.  Shou’d  they  be  de¬ 
prived  of  the  Privilege  of  an  Affirmation,  in  lieu  of  an 
Oath,  in  all  Probability,  one  Offender  out  of  three,  in 
every  Kind  of  Crime.,  would  efcape  with  Impunity,  fo? 
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•  *  » 

want  of  Teftimcny  to  convidt  the  Criminal.  For  fhould 
one  of  thefe  People  be  robbed  alone,  or  fhould 
he  be  robbed  or  murdered,  in  the  prefence  of  ano¬ 
ther  of  them,  the  Offender  muff  Efcape  the  Penalty 
of  the  Law,  becaufe  the  Witnefs  cannot  iwear.  The 
like  Inconvenience  to  the  Public  muff  happen,  where 
any  other  Perfon  is  murdered  in  their  Pretence  ; 
to  the  great  Encouragement  of  Offenders,  and  the 
Obftruffion  of  Juftice. — Hence,  Sir,  there  can  be 
no  Danger,  that  a  Colony,  thus  circumftanced,  will 
ever  be  deprived  of  this  Privilege  : — Common  Poli¬ 
cy,  in  the  Adminiftration  of  Juftice,  and  the  Safety 
of  the  People,  in  both  Life  and  Property,  forbid  it. 

“  Our  Legiflation  faffers  no  Checks  from  a  Coun- 
“  cil,  inftituted  in  fancied  Imitation  of  a  Houfe 
“  of  Lords.”  But,  Sir,  have  we  not  a  Council  de¬ 
pendant  on  the  Will  and  Pleafure  of  our  Oppreffors, 
infinitely  more  mifchievous  ?  And  is  it  poflible, 
that  the  Gentleman  is  fo  little  acquainted  with  the 
pernicious  Effects  of  Proprietary  Inftrudions,  which 
not  only  check,  but  deftroy,  the  Powers  of  Legifta- 
tion,  and  chain  down  the  Diicretion  of  both  Branches 
fo  effectually,  as  to  make  them  Cyphers  in  the  Con¬ 
di  union  ?  Inftrudtions  which  render  them  the  Re- 
femblance  of  the  French  Parliament,  with  only  the  Pow¬ 
er  of  forming  and  regiftering  their  Mafter’sEdidbs — dif¬ 
fering  only  in  this  imbitcering  Circumftance,  that  they 
are  obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  Ed  ids  of  Royalty,  but 
we  to  thofe  of  private  Men,  no  ways  fuperior  to 
us  in  Birth,  Education,  Merit,  or  Dignity. 

“  By  the  Right  of  Sitting  on  our  own  Adjourn- 
“  ments,  we  are  fecure  of  meeting  when  the  pub- 
“  lie  Good  requires  it.”  But,  Sir,  let  me  alk, 
what  “  Public  Good,”  what  Service  to  ourCountiy  can 
we  do,  when  Proprietary  Inftrudtions,  and  Proprietary 
private  Intereft,  is  to  inftave  our  judgments,  and  to 
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fule  in  our  Councils. — Has  not  long  Experience 
taught  us,  that  we  mult  fit  Month  after  Ji, 
Spending  and  wading  our  Conftituents  :Ar \  ■  n.at- 
kfs  and  ineiiedtaal  r  In  fhort,  Sir,  tbc>:  iv  lieges 

of  Legiflature,  with  that  of  c.::  an  .  LrtCr  nn.  of 
which  the  :  t  j  -  v 

lowed  uD  if  d  ■ 

tary  Inftrudtions,  and  the  res  y 

are  now,  Sir,  but  Ideal  Shadows,  at.  a  :  .  ;:a  .  > 

tions. 


Under  thefe  unfortunate  Circumftances,  arifir 
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|y  from  Proprietary  Governiment,  what  Man  that  ever 
tailed  of  the  Sweets  of  Liberty,  that  has  the  lealt 
Idea  of  Freedom  remaining,  can  lay  his  Hand  on  his 
Heart,  and  dare  whifper  the  Affertion,  that  we  c'  peacea¬ 
bly  and  fully  enjoy  our  Rights  and  Privileges.  '  Surely, 
Sir,  no  greater  Miilake  was  ever  affirmed,  than  that 
44  they  are  fafe  now  *,55  and  no  Truth  more  evident  than, 
that  were  we  to  lofe  all  our  Charter  Privileges,  and  only 
enjoy  thofe  of  the  Royal  Governments,  our  Situation 
then  v/ould  be  infinitely  preferable  to  our  prefent  State. 


Rutv  Sir,  we  are  told,  ‘  fome  of  thefe  Privileges 
are  contrary  to  the  fettled  Prerogatives  of  the  Crown, 
and  therefore  will  be  refumed  on  an  Application  for  a 
Change. —  I  know  of  but  one  of  them  that  is  lb,  which 
is  that  of  Sitting  on  our  own  Adjournments,  without  a 
Power  in  the  Governor  to  prorogue  or  diffolve  us  •, 
and  I  have  already  (hewn  that  the  King  and  Miniftry 
cannot  refume  it  without  the  Aid  of  Parliament,  and. 
Sir,  I  am  confident,  their  Juftice  and  Policy  will  ever 
fecure  to  us,  Privileges  which  we  have  dearly  bought 
and  never  forfeited,  and  which  are  as  much  our  Right 
as  the  Money  in  our  Pockets,  or  any  other  Property 

we  enjoy. 

Again* 
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Again,  the  Gentleman  conjectures,  that  the 
Members  of  the  eftablifhed  Church  will  be  very  ac¬ 
tive  in  this  A  flair,  and  will  exert  themfelves  to  deprive 
the  Diffenters  of  their  religious  Rights  and  Freedom. 
—For  my  Part  I  chearfully  confefs,  I  entertain  a  ve¬ 
ry  different  Opinion  of  their  .Moderation  and  Bene¬ 
volence.— Gratitude  to  that  Church,  which  has  fo 
long  held  the  Helm  of  Power,  which  has  had,  with¬ 
out  ufing  them,  fo  many  Opportunities  of  oppreffing 
the  Diffenters,  forbids  me  to  entertain  fo  malevolent 
an  Idea  of  them. —  Inftead  of  oppreffing  them,  they 
have,  in  many  Inftances,  been  extending  their  Rights 
and  increafing  their  Privileges,  ever  fince  the  Reso¬ 
lution. —  In  the  Cafe  of  Caroline! ,  when  both  Pro¬ 
prietaries  and  People  petitioned  for  a  Change,  no 
fitch  violent  Meafures  were  profecuted,  either  by  the 
King,  the  Miniftry,  the  Parliament,  or  the  Church, 
of  England. —  His  Majefty  and  Miniftry,  did  not  at¬ 
tempt  to  alter  the  Laws,  or  vary  the  Conftitution.  — 
The  Matter  was  laid  before  the  Parliament,  and  iucln 
was  their  Juftice,  which  has  been  fo  much 
oppugned  and  traduced,  that  they  did  not  make  the 
leaft  Alteration,  but  granted  his  Majefty  the  Sum  re¬ 
quired  to  purcliafe  the  Government  a n cl  ooil.  V  cry 
fimilar  were  the  Circumftances  of  mat  Go, ernme . 
at  that  Time,  to  thofe  of  Pennsylvania  now. —  A  Sa¬ 
vage  Enemy,  united  with  the  Spaniards ,  were  invad¬ 
ing  their  Frontiers,  the  People  wanted  Protection,  and 
his  Majefty’s  Service  was  obftruckd  by  Proprietary 

Meafures  and  Interefts, - The  Colony  was  fettled 

principally  by  Perlbns  of  the  eftablifhed  Church, 
more  than  fiifficient  to  fill  ail  the  Offices  of 
Government;  and  yet,  Sir,  fo  far  was  the  Royal  Tu- 
ftice,  or  Minifteriai  Defigns,  from  depriving  the  Dif¬ 
fenters  of  their  Liberties,  that  immediately  on  the 
Change,  they  repealed  the  only  Law  of  the  Province, 
imnofine  a  Teft  on  Diffenters,  or  that  sffetted  their 
*  6  '  Liberties*— 
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Liberties. — After  this  fa  late  an  Inftance  of  Royal 
and  Mimfterial  Goodnefs,  what  have  we  to  fear  from 
our  Petition  ?— Are  we  to  be  intimidated,  and  frigh¬ 
ten’d  from  punning  the  only  Me  a  fare  that  can  favd 
our  Privileges,  by  fuch  wild  Conjectures,  fuch  ima¬ 
ginary  Poffibilities  ? 

The  Gentleman’s  Knowledge  and  Forefight,  car¬ 
ries  him  {till  further. —For  he  not  only  undertakes 
tQ  foretell  the  Actions,  but  fpeaks  the  very  Words 
of  the  Parliament,  when  this  Affair  fhall  come  beford 
them.  He  intimates,  that  they  will  fay,  Any  In - 
4C  dulgcncies  fhewn  to  the  Colonies  heretofore,  were* 
cc  like  the  Indulgences  of  Parents  to  their  Infants . 
cc  They  ought  to  ceafe  with  that  tender  Aged9  Did 
they  fay  or  aCt  in  this  Manner,  on  any  of  the  an¬ 
tecedent  Changes  from  Proprietary  to  Royal  Govern¬ 
ments. — A  Charge  this,  full  of  the  higheft  Indigni¬ 
ty  and  Affront !  And  will  that  wife  Body  coun¬ 
tenance  fuch  arrant  Deception,  fuch  unparalleled 
Fraud  ? — They  have  not,  they  will  not.— -This  is  the 
fecond  Time  I  have  feen  this  DoCtrine  published  iri 
Pennfylvania .  I  hope  I  may  never  fee  it  again.  It 
never  took  its  Origin,  nor  ever  was  thought  of  in 
our  Mother  Country.  The  Author  of  the  Brief  State, 
that  common  Enemy  to  the  Liberties  of  Am'erica , 
built  his  flavifh  SuperftruCturc  for  depriving  her  of 
her  Privileges  upon  this  Principle.  The  Crown,  Sir, 
in  1 68 1,  with  this  foie  View,  to  fettle  this  Colony, 
and  to  extend  the  Commerce  of  the  Nation,  granted 
to  our  Anceftors  the  Privileges  we  ought  now  to 
enjoy.  Thofe  good  People  left  their  Mother  Coun¬ 
try,  and  every  focial  ConneClion,  and  with  infinite 
Toil,  Expenec,  and  Danger,  unafTifted  by  the  Crown, 
fettled  this  remote  WtlderhCfs— To  the  great  Increafe 
of  the  national  Commerce.  And  thus  have  fulfilled 

their  ContraCt  with  the  utmoft  PunCbflality  on  their 

Parts*. 
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Parts.  At  firft,  Sir,  our  Privileges  were  of  little 
Value  •,  they  cou’d  be  fcarceiy  exercifed  or  enjoyed. — • 
And  now  we  are  arrived  at  a  Capacity  to  enjoy 
them,  will  our  Mother  Country  retain  the  Benefit 
of  our  Labor,  and  deprive  us  of  the  Confideration  ? 
— Honor,  Reafon,  Juilice,  Virtue,  forbid  it.  Let 
me  luppoie,  by  Way  of  lllufiratton,  That  a  Father 
lends  his  Son  into  a  diftant  Country,  to  perform  for 
him  fome  efienual  Service:  And  he  grants  him  a 
Confideration,  which  he  is  to  have  for  the  Perfor¬ 
mance.  The  Son  performs  the  Service  with  great 
Toil  and  Danger,  and  at  his  own  Expence.  But 
when  he  ihoufd  enjoy  the  Reward  of  his  Fatigue — 
His  Parent  arbitrarily  deprives  him  of  the  Confide- 
ration.  What  Words,  Sir,  fhall  we  find  in  any  Lan¬ 
guage,  to  defcnbe  the  Idea  of  a  ConduCl  fo  bale 
and  fraudulent  ? — And  how  groundlefs  and  affrontive 
mud  fuch  an  Imputation  be  to  a  Rritijh  Parliament? 


Our  Right  to  petition  for  a  Change,  calls  next 
for  my  Confideration.  This,  Sir,  it  is  contended, 
we  “  have  no  Right  to  do,  without  the  almoft  universal 
“  Content  of  the  People,  expreft  in  the  plaineft  Man- 
“  ner.”  This  Pofition  appears  to  me  as  ftrange  as  it 
is  abi'urd.  It  is  contradicted  by  the  Experience  and 
PraClice  of  all  Ages  and  Nations.  There  is  fcarceiy 
one  Government  in  the  civilized  World,  that  now  re¬ 
tains  its  original  Form.  And  I  believe  none,  Sir, 
that  has  been  changed  by  the  expreffed  univerfai  Con- 
fent  of  the  People.  Innumerable  Inftances  might  be 
adduced  of  this  Truth,  from  antient  and  modem  Hif- 
tory-,  but  a  few  from  the  latter  may  fuffice.  Was 
the  glorious  William,  the  Deliverer  of  the  Englijh 
Nation  from  Bigotry,  Superllition,  and  Slavery, 
veiled  with  Britijb  Regality  by  the  declared  univerfai 
Afient  of  the  People  r —  W as  the  Stadtholder  elefted 
without  conliderable  Gppoiition  in  the  States  of  Hol¬ 


land  ?■ 


-They  were  not. 
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i  hi $  Province,  Sir,  was  originally  governed  by  H 
Governor,  a  Provincial  Council  of  Seventy,  and  a 
Houle  of  Reprefentatives,  confifting  of  two  Hundred. 
And  in  this  Council  the  Governor  had  but  a  “  treble 
ote.  --  Xms  was  our  original  Tonn  of  Govern¬ 
ment  eftablifhed  in  1682,  by  the  Proprietor  and  Ad¬ 
venturers.  .  And  yet  we  find  that  in  1701,  this  Frame 
ot  Government  was,  after  it  had  undergone  vari¬ 
ous  Changes,  finally  furrendered  by  fix  Parts  in  feven 
Of  the  Aflembly  met,  ' without  consulting  their  Confti- 
tuents ,  and  our  prefent  Charter  accepted.  This 
C  hange  then  is  either  valid  or  it  is  not  y — it  was 
either  made  on  good  Authority,  or  it  Was  not.  —  In. 
either  Cafe  the  Doftrine  of  univerfal  Confent  is  abfurd 
or  mifehievous.— If  it  is  valid,  then  the  Resolution  of 
this  Houfe  for  a  Change,  affented  to  by  nine  Tenths- 
of  the  Members  met,  muff:  be  valid  alio.  If  it  is  not 
valid,  then  all  our,  Privileges,  derived  under  our  pre¬ 
terit  Charter,  fo  much  boafted  of  by  the  Gentleman, 
vanifti,  being  founded  on  no  Authority,  and  we 
muff  recur  to  the  old  inconvenient  and  fcareely  prac¬ 
ticable  Form  of  Government. 


Besides,  Sir,  the  Right  in  this  Houfe  to  petition 
for  a  Change,  whenever  they  think  it  necefiary  for  the 
Welfare  of  their  Conftituents,  is  founded  on,  and 
eftablifhed  by  the  very  Terms  of  our  prefent  Charter. 
Six  Parts  in  feven  of  the  Aflembly  met,  have  Authority 
o  cdler,  change ,  or  diminifh  the  Form  and  E  fie  Ft 


thereof,  without  confultitig  or  taking  the  Opinion  of 
the  People. 

Further  to  expofe  the  Abfurdity  of  this  Aflfertion  *, 
Arbitrary  Power  will  ever  have  Numbers  to  fupport 
it ,  without  this,  Power  could  not  become  arbi¬ 
trary.  And  fhould  People  oppreffed,  wait  for  this 
Imiverfal  Affair,  Changes  never  would  happen,  and 
their,  Slavery ne  /er  nd. — What  is  right ‘and  neceC- 
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jfary  for  the  Safety  of  the  People,  virtuous  Men,  ca-i 
trailed  with  their  Welfare,  will  ever  purfue,  thcf 
Millions  and  Mountains  oppofed. —  Saks  Popuh  eft 
fuprema  Lex. —  Let  this  Principle,  and  this  .  alone, 
freed  and  unfhackled  with  any  other  Confideration, 
aduate  our  Condud,  and  we  lhail  ever  fecure  % 
felf-approving  Confcience,  which  is  of  higher  Efti» 
mation  than  the  greateft  Wealth,  the  moft  invar 
luable  jewels.  > 

But,  Sir,  I  fhould  be  glad  to  learn  what  is  meant 
by  this  almoft-  univerfal  Confent. —  Is  it  the  Ccnfent 
of  two  Thirds,  nine  Tenths,  or  of  ninety-nine  out 
of  an  Hundred  of  the  People  ? —  Where  will  this 
vague  and  indeterminate  Rule  end. —  We  have  die 
Satisfadion  to  know  that  our  Condud  is  fupported, 
and  the  Meafure  we  are  taking  approved  of,  by 
a  very  great  Majority  of  the  People,  and  all  the 
independant  Lovers  of  Liberty  *,  not  merely  from 
the  Petitions  to  his  Majefty,  now  before  the  Houfe, 
but  by  our  mixing  among  them,  during  our  Reeels, 
and  various  other  Means  of  confulting  their  Incli- 
nations. —  It  is  to  them  we  are  accountable ;  and 
if  we  have  their  Approbation,  it  is  all  we  ought 
to  expedt  j  their  Dii'approbation  is  ali  we  ought 
to  fear.  * 

Before  I  conclude,  I  will  endeavour,  Sir,  to  re¬ 
move  the  “  Surprize,  Grief,  and  Terror,55  with  which 
the  Form  of  ou-r  intended  Petition  to  the  Crown 
has  ftruck  him.  If,  Sir,  a  true  Reprefentation  of 
the  uncommon  Mifchiefs  which  attend  the  Liber¬ 
ties  of  a  free  People,  arifing  from  the  very  Nature 
of  Proprietary  Governments. —If  a  true  State  of  our 
prefent  Confunon,  both  in  and  out  of  our  public 
Councils — If  a  juft  Account  of  our  prefent  Infect*- 
pity  of  Life  and  Eftate,  given  to  the  Crown,  be  aw_ 
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juft  Caufe  of  Terror,  then  the  Gentleman’s  P:\n- 
nick  is  juft.  But,  Sir,  theie  Things  I  conceive  are 
rather  Caufes  of  Joy  than  Fear.  ’Tis  from  hence  we 
muft  hope  to  be  relieved  from  our  prefent  unhap¬ 
py  Circumftances. 

But  we  ftiould  not  have  informed  his  Majefty, 
that  Pennsylvania  is  a  Scene  of  Confufion  ;  that 
armed  Mobs  are  marching  from  one  Place  to 
another,”  &c.  And  are  not  thefe  Things  true  ? 
—Armed  Mobs,  not  one  only,  but  three,  in.  the 
Space  of  a  few  Months,  have  marched  from  Place 
to  Place,  brbke  open  the  public  Gaol,  and  perpe¬ 
trated  with  Impunity,  the  molt  horrid  Murders  in 
cool  Blood— -in  the  Face  of  the  Magiftracy,  and  defi¬ 
ance  of  the  Government. — -And  to  add  to  their 
Villainy,  they  came  to  the  capital  City,  with  the 
fame  black  Defign,  determined,  if  we  may  judge 
from  their  Threats,  to  wreak  their  Vengeance  not 
only  on  the  Indians ,  but  upon  fome  of  the  Mem¬ 
bers  of  Government  itfelf.  Nor  was  the  Govern¬ 
ment  capable  of  defending  itfelf,  or  the  People 
under  its  Care.  No,  Sir,  our  prefent  Safety,  and 
for  aught  I  know,  our  prefent  Exiftence,  is  owing 
to  the  King’s  Troops,  and  a  few  brave  Volunteers, 
the  Friends  of  Liberty,  of  public  Virtue,  and  of 

Government,  And  fhall  we  be  afraid  to  reveal 

» 

fuch  imminent  Danger  !  Such  extreme  Diftrefs  ! 
to  the  belt  of  Kings  ? — -  And  when  fuch  Confufion, 
fuch  horrid  Guilt,  fuch  heinous  Offences,  take  Place  in  a 
dependant  Colony,  with  Impunity  *,  when  the  Govern¬ 
ment  itfelf  refufes  or  negledls,  oris  incapable  to  afford 
Redrels,  does  it  not  become  a  matter  of  the  higheft 
Neceffity  and  Wifdom  ?  Is  it  not  our  indifpenlable 
Duty,  to  reprefent  thefe  Things  in  their  true  Light 
to  the  Crown,  who  alone  canpreferve  us  from  fuch 
inexpreffibie  Evils  ? 

But, 
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But,  Sir,  fliould  we  wave  thefe  Things,  and 
draw  our  Petition  in  a  different  Drefs,  can  we  an¬ 
nihilate  the  Meflfages  between  the  Governor  and 
Afle  nbly  ?  Can  we  withdraw  the  Governor’s  Pro¬ 
clamations  ?  Can  we  hold  the  Hands  of  his  Ma- 
jelty’s  General,  whofe  Aid  we  were  obliged  to  ac¬ 
cept,  from  giving  the  Intelligence  ? — Can  we  flop 
the  Mouths,  and  clofe  the  Eyes  of  all  England  and 
America, ,  or  prevail  on  his  Majefty,  or  the  Miniflxy, 
to  bury  in  Oblivion  what  they  have,  e’er  now,  fo 
often  read  and  heard  ? — If  we  cannot  do  thefe 
Things,  how  vain  and  ridiculous  muft  our  Attempt 
be,  to  hide  thefe  Tumults  and  Murders  from  the 
Royal  Knowledge,  fliould  it  be  thought  prudential 
or  ufeful  ?  But,  Sir,  that  cannot  be ;  for  the  Afiem- 
bly  of  Carolina  reprefented  their  Government  in  the 
fame  State  of  Confufion,  and  want  of  Protection, 
in  their  Petition  for  a  Change  ;  and  no  ill,  but 
very  good  Confequences  attended  it. 

If  the  Gentleman  has  been  (truck  with  Terror 
at  the  Form  of  our  Petition,  I  own,  Sir,  I  am 
(truck  with  more  Amazement  at  his  Conduct  in  endea¬ 
vouring  to  palliate  the  horrid  Murders  committed 
by  thefe  Infurgents.  I  have  heard  him  in  this 
Houle,  exprefs  himfelf  with  genuine  Warmth  and 
Indignation  againft  them.— I  have  heard  him  deno¬ 
minate  thefe  firft  of  Crimes  by  their  proper  Names  ; 
. — I  have  heard  him  paint  them  in  their  ftrongeft  Co¬ 
lours. — But  he  feerns  now  afraid  to  call  them  Crimes* 
and  adopts  the  foft  and  palliating  Term,  Folly” 
He  reprefents  them  as  repenting  Men,  “  convinced 
“  of  their  Errors ,”  and  the  Conduct  of  the  Houle 
as  unbecoming,  in  calling  them  “  armed  Mobs,” 
which  he  reprefents  as  “  painting  them  in  the  ftrong- 
“  eft  Colours.”  He  wou’d  perfuade  us  to  believe, 
“  they  have  renounced  all  Thoughts  of  fuch  wild 
“  Attempts  for  the  future,”—  Is 


\ 
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Is  it  not  aftonifhing,  that  a  Gentleman,  who  fo 
lately  could  paint  thefe  Offence's  in  the  moil  aggra¬ 
vated  Light,  fhould  now  foften  them  into  nothing 
tnore  than  an  Aft  of  Folly  :  And  fhould  charge  this 
.Houfe  with  Indecency,  in  defcribing  with  fo  much 
Moderation,  a  Set  of  Villains,  who  in  Defiance  of 
the  Laws,  the  Magiftracy,  the  Government,  and 
Heaven  itfelf,  had  murdered  a  Number  of  innocent 
Men,  Women,  and  Children,  in  cool  Blood  :  Who 
exulting  and  glorying  in  the  Aft- — attempted  to  add 
to  their  Crime,  bv  revolving;  to  maffacre  a  Hundred 
and  fifty  more,  together  with  fame  of  the  bell  Men 
in  the  Government  :  For  fuch  was  their  Defign,  if 
we  may  rely  on  their  own  Declarations  and  Threats. 
What  Wind  has  ocealioned  this  fudden  tack  in  the 
Gentleman’s'  Conduct,  I  fhall  not  precifely  deter¬ 
mine. — -Thus  much  I  will  add,  That  it  muft  be 
fame  erroneous  Policy,  not  Reafon  or  Virtue  ;  for 
Murders  of  the  higheft  Rank  cannot  be  palliated 
on  either  of  thole  Principles,; 


The  firft  Riot  in  this  Province,  that  I  can  rer 
collect,  was  fpirited  up  by  the  Tools  of  Power,  to 
deftroy  the  Freedom  of  Elections  •«,  the  fecond  by 

Houfe  of  Re- 
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the  fame  Perfons,  to  intimidat 
prefentatives  into  the  arbitrary  Meafures  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  ,  the  third  to  murder  and  deftroy  innocent  Peo¬ 
ple,  his  Majefty’s  Allies,  on  their  Settlements,  under 
tiie  Protection  of  the  Government ;  the  fourth,  ftill 
more  aggravated,  to  murder,  in  cool  Blood,  Men, 
Women  and  Children,  under  the  immediate  Care 
of  the  Magiftracy,  and  in  their  Prefence •,  and  the 
fifth  ftill  more  heinous  and  aggravated  than  all  the 
the  others,  to  murder  a  Number  of  People  under 
the  immediate  Eye  of  the  Governor,  and  the 
Protection  of  his  Majefty’s  Troops  j  nor  were  the 

Members  of  Government  .itfelf  to  have  been  iree 

from 


from  the  horrid  Maffacre,  had  not  thefe  Infbrgents 
been  flopped  in  their,  Career  *,  not  by  any  Power 
in  the  Government,  for  that  was  ineffectual,  but 
by  the  King’s  Troops,  and  the  volunta  ly  Aid  of 

the  Citizens  of  Philadelphia .* -  Let  us  take  afe- 

fious  View  of  thefe  FaCts,  and  then  determine  what 
Reafon  we  have  to  expect  thefe  dangerous  Tumults 
are  at  an  End.* — Are  not  the  Murderers  ftill  rar^g^ 
iny  the  Country  with  Impunity  ?— Has  the  Govern¬ 
ment  made  the  leaft  Enquiry  after  the  Criminals  * 
lifted  a  Finger,  or  given  an  Order  for  their  Pu- 
niftiment,  tho5  requefted  to  do  it  by  this  Houfe^ 
and  are  not  thefe  Things  the  moft  evident  Proofs 
of  our  Infecurity,  and  of  the  greateft  Difrefpeft 
to  a  Proprietary  Government,  and  that  it  has  not 
either  Power  fufficient,  or  Inclination,  to  afford 
Protection  to  his  Majefty’s  Subjects. 

.  _ 
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But,  Sir,  the  Gentleman  would  perfuade  us  to 
believe  he  is  well  acquainted  with  their  ConduCt, 
their  Penitence,  and  their  future  Defigns,  and 
that  they,  by  feme  uncommon  Attonement,  have 
wiped  away  the  Guilt  of  their  heinous  Offences, 
and  never  intend  to  commit  them  more. 

What  Communication  the  Gentleman  has  with 
them,  or  what  private  Intelligence  he  has  received 
of  their  Penitence,  are  yet  unknown,  as  he  has  not 
communicated  them.  But  Riots  and  Murders,  Sir, 
when  once  begun,  encouraged  and  fupported  by 
fuch  Numbers  as  thefe  have  been,  feldom  ceafe, 
till  the  Offenders  are  punifhed,  or  their  Defigns 
fucceed :  But  like  the  raging  Flame,  once  kindled, 
will  confume  all  before  them,  unlefs  extinguifbed  by 
home  fuperior  Force.  And  the  daily  Threats  of  thefe 
lawlefs  People,  with  the  infamous  Pamphlets  continu¬ 
ally  publifhed,  to  juftify  and  encourage  them,  do 

'  not- 
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not  demonftrate  the  leaft  Intention  in  them  to  alter 
their  ConduCf,  or  the  leaft  Wifh  in  their  wicked 
Abettors,  that  they  ftiould  do  fo. 


cc  But  (he  fays)  that  we  (hall  furnifh  a  Reafon 
€C  for  fettling  a  Military  Eftablifhment  upon  us,  &c. 
‘c  by  thus  reprefenting  the  Government  in  Confu- 
fion.” — A  Military  Eftablifhment  is  already,  and 
will  be  more  effectually  eftablifhed  in  the  Colonies, 
This  feems  the  determined  unalterable  Refolution 
of  a  Britijh  Parliament.- — Nothing  lefs  will  ever  lecure 
them  Protection  in  their  prefent  difunited  State.  There 
is  no  Alternative  between  this  Meafure  and  a  gene¬ 
ral  Union,  to  infure  us  Protection  againft  the  foreign 
Invader.  Such  an  Union  has  been  already  reject¬ 
ed,  and  fuch  an  one  wre  fliall  now  neve!1*  enjoy  : 
Our  Superiors  think  it  convenient  to  keep  us  in 
another  State  ;  and  therefore  we  fliall  undoubted¬ 
ly  have  this  Meafure,  which  has  ftruck  the  Gen¬ 
tleman  with  fo  much  Terror  and  Pannick,  eftablifh¬ 
ed,  whether  the  Government  is  changed  or  not.  ft  he 
Queftion  then  arifes,  whether  we  had  rather  have 
a  Military  Eftablifhment  in  a  Government  under 
the  Crown,  or  the  Proprietaries — Impartial  Reafon, 
free  from  Proprietary  Attachment,  will  foon  deter¬ 
mine. — The  Crown  has  no  private  Intereft  to  pro¬ 
mote  ;  the  public  Good  will  be  its  great  ObjeCt, 
and  therefore  will  never  make  ufe  of  it  to  our 
Difadvantage.  All  the  Inconveniency  we  fliall  fuf- 
fer  by  being  immediately  under  the  Crown,  will 
be  a  proportionable  Part  of  the  Aids  to  fupport 
the  Troops.  But  the  Proprietaries  have  great  pri¬ 
vate  Intereft  *,  an  Idol  to  which  they  have  been  long 
facrificing  the  public  Weal,  without  Fear  or  Remorfe. 
They  willundoubtedly  then  endeavour  to  make  ufe  of  the 
Military  Men  to  ferve  that  Intereft,  to  dragoon  the  Peo¬ 
ple  into  their  Meafures ;  the  Meafures  of  Slavery  and 
Oppreflion. — Experience  hath  alread)  convinced  us 
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of  this  Truth  ;  the  Conduct  of  the  Goverment  in 
the  beginning  of  the  late  War,  fufficiently  proves 
it.  Should  the  Military  Power,  in  a  Government 
under  the  Crown,  mifbehave,  we  fhould,  upon  com¬ 
plaint,  be  redrafted'. —  No  Perfon  of  Influence  there, 
would  find  it  their  Intereft  to  interfere  in  Support 
of  them,  contrary  to  the  Rights  of  the  People. — - 
But  if  fuch  a  Power  is  made  fubfervient  to  Pro¬ 
prietary  Meafures,  will  not  the  Principals  in  thofe 
Meafures  fupport  that  Power  and  will  not 
that  Support  ever  prevent  our  obtaining  Re¬ 
lief  ?  Hence,  Sir,  it  is  clear,  fince  we  muft  have  a 
military  Power  eftablifhed  in  America  ;  nay,  fince 
it  is  done  already,  it  will  be  infinitely  lefs  mif- 
chievous  to  us,  lefs  fatal  to  our  Liberties  to  be¬ 
come  the  immediate  Subjects  of  his  Majefty,  than 
to  remain  under  our  prefent  Government. 

The  Gentleman  afferts,  that  “  With  unremitting 
“  Vigilance  and  -undaunted  Virtue,  fhould  a  free 

People  watch  againft  the  Encroachments  of  Pow- 
“  er,”  (meaning  the  Power  of  the  Crown.)  I 
agree,  Sir,  we  ought  to  guard  againft  the  En¬ 
croachments  of  all  Kind  of  Power.  The  Power 
of  the  Proprietaries,  as  well  as  of  the  Crown. — • 
The  Extent  of  the  latter  v^e  know-,  the  Royal  Go-, 
vernment  fhewrs  its  Limits  they  are  known  and  con- 
fined  and  rare  it  k,  that  any  Attempts  are  made 
to  extend  them.  But  where  Proprietary  Power  will 
terminate,  where  its  Limits  will  be  fixt,  and  its 
Encroachments  end,  is  uncertain. —  It  has  already 
been  extended  to  a  rnoft  dangerous  Length,  and 
our  Liberties  are  daily  confirming  before  it.  And, 
Sir,  I  aril  fully  perfuaded,  was  the  Gentleman  a 
Friend  to  the  Liberties  of  Pennjylvania ,  he  would, 
with  equal  Zeal,  have  recommended  this  .Vigilance 
and  Virtue,  to  watch  againft,  and  remove  the. ille¬ 
gal  Ufurpations  of  Proprietary  Tyranny. 

Q  Permit 
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♦  Permit  me,  Sir,  to  anfwer  a  few  Queftions  the 
Gentleman  has  put,  by  ferioudy  afking  him  a  tew 
others. —  “  Have  we  not  (fays  he)  fufficiently  felt 
4C  the  Effedts  of  Royal  Refentment  ?”  Royal  Re- 
fentment,  Sir,  indecently  defcribed  by  the  Gentle¬ 
man  in  fuch  aggravated  Colours,  has  been  difpenfed 
with  Royal  Moderation. —  But  why  fo  much  Ran¬ 
cour  againft  the  Royal  Conduft  ?  And  why  fo 
tender  of  Proprietary  Mifreprefentations,  Proprietary 
Hatred  and  Ill-will  againft  the  good  People  of  this 
Province,  the  true  Caufes  of  the  Royal  Difpleafure  ? 
—Here,  Sir,  if  Juftice  took  Place,  would  the  Shafts 
and  Darts  of  the  Gentleman  be  pointed. —  Here  it 
would  be  juft. — —  But  let  me  afk,  what  ill  Effects 
have  flowed  from  the  Royal  Refentment  ?—  What 
Liberties  has  it  deprived  us  of? — What  Privileges 

has  it  deftroyed  ? - None.  But,  Sir,  have  we  not 

felt  the  Iron  Rod  of  Proprietary  Inftruftions,  and 
Proprietary  private  Intereft,  wounding  and  deftroy- 
ing  the  moil  effential  Rights  a  People  can  enjoy .? 

“  Is  not  the  Authority  of  the  Crown  fully  enough 
“  exerted  over  us  ?”  I  have  feen  no  undue  Exerti¬ 
ons  of  the  Royal  Authority  in  this  Province.  But 
has  not  the  private  Authority  of  the  Proprietaries, 
been  fo  exerted,  that  the  People  have  often  wanted 
Proteftion,  and  Thoufands  been  facrificed  to  their  Ar¬ 
bitrary  Ufurpations  ?  If,  ,  Sir,  the  Gentleman  was 
truly  concerned  for  the  Welfare  of  his  Country, 
would  he  not  be  more  concerned  to  remove  the 
arbitrary  Attempts  of  Proprietary  Intereft,  inftead 
of  abiding  the  Authority  of  Royalty  ?  From  whence, 
tho5  we  have  received  a  fatherly  Repropf,  we  have 
received  no  Injury  : — He  certainly  wou’d. 

To  conclude.  Sir,  I  have  not  heard  ore  folid 
.Argument  drop  from  the  Gentleman,  tg  alter  my  Opi¬ 
nion. 
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nion.  Nor  do  I  believe  his  Eloquence  has  changed 
the  Sentiments  of  one  Member  in  the  Houfe. — •  We 
are  too  well  acquainted  with  the  Facility,  and  Secu¬ 
rity  to  our  Privileges,  with  which  this  Meafure  may 
be  carried  into  Execution.  And  therefore  we  have 
too  great  a  Regard  for  our  Country  to  lay  it  afide. 

It  has  been  often  mentioned  in  this  Houfe,  and 
fufficient  Documents  to  prove  it,  have  been  laid 
©n  the  Table,  That  Mr.  Penn,  the  firft  Proprietor, 
confcious  that  the  Powers  of  Government  could  not 
be  always  retained  in  his  Family,  actually  made  a 
Contract  with  the  Crown,  to  refign  them  for  a 
Sum  of  Money,  of  which  he  received  Part.  That 
this  Contract  ftill  fubfifts  in  fall  f  orce. —  I  hat  by 
this  Contradt,  the  equitable  Right  is,  beyond  Con- 
troverfy,  in  the  Crown. — And  that  his  Majefty  may 
readily  obtain  the  legal  Right,  upon  paying  the 
Refidue  of  the  Money,  by  a  Suit  in  Chancery,  fhould 
the  prefent  Proprietaries  have  the  Prelumption  in 
lb  plain  a  Cafe,  to  enter  into  a  Conteft  with  the 
King  about  it.  Befides,  Sir,  I  have  feen  the  Opi¬ 
nion  of  fome  very  great  Men,  his  Majefty’s  Ser¬ 
vants,  and  often  near  his  Perfon,  That  the  Powers 
of  Government  is  an  Intereft  that  cannot  be  tranf- 
fer’d  or  alien’d.  If  this  Opinion  be  a  good  one, 
as  I  am  clear  it  is,  the  Right  of  Government  can¬ 
not  be  in  our  prefent  Proprietaries,  but  in  the 
elder  Branch  of  their  Family. — And  further,  It  is 
certain,  that  the  Proprietaries  Hand  indebted  to  the 
Crown  for  one  Moiety  of  the  Rents,  Ifiues,  and 
Profits  of  the  three  lower  Counties,  Ordinary  and  Extra¬ 
ordinary,  everfince  theYear  1 682,  which, upon  a  mode¬ 
rate  Calculation,muft  amount  to  fifty  Thoufand  Pounds 
Sterling,  clear  of  all  Expences  and  Deductions. 
Under  thefe  Circumftances,  will  it  not  be  the  high- 
eft  Prefumption  in  the  Proprietaries,  to  oppofe  the 
Royal  Refumption  of  the-  Nomination  of  the  Cover- 
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nor  of  this  Province. — Thefe  are  the  Weapons  which 
i  am  confident  will  be  tiled  for  the  Reflora  ion 
of  our  Liberties,  and  for  laving  his  iV  ajcuy’s  iaich- 
itd  Subjccis  m  this  Province,  from  that  1  hraldom 
and  Bondage,  which  Proprietary  Inlirudticns,  and 
private  Intereft,  have  impofed  upon  them. 

With  great  Propriety,  a  Political  Body  has  often 
been  compared  to  a  human  Conftitution.  Let  us 
fuppofe  then,  That  a  human  Conftituticn  is  attacked 
by  a  violent  Difeafe,  the  Effebt  whereof  has  near¬ 
ly  cieftroy’cl  the  Powers  of  Life,  and  vital  Motion* 
and  Nature  is  no  longer  capable  of  Struggling  for 
Relief. — Is  not  this  the  Time  to  apply  the  Remedy? 
and  would  any  but  a  Quack,  wait  in  Hopes  of 
fome  lucky  Crifis,  until  the  Diforder  grew  too  pow¬ 
erful  for  Nature  and  Medicine  ?  The  Powers  of 
Legiflature  truly  refemble  the  Soul  which  animates 
and  direbts  the  Condubc  and  Behaviour  of  the  poli¬ 
tical  Inftitution.  An  upright  Adminiftration  of  Jus¬ 
tice  refembles  the  active  Blood,  which,  by  its  pure 
and  uninterrupted  Ccurfe,  preferves  and  lupports  its 
Health  and  Vigor.  In  thefe  two  vital  Parts,  with 
many  others,  the  Fever  of  Ambition  and  arbitrary 
.fPower,  is,  and  has  been  continually  raging  with 
unremitting  Violence.  The  Powers  of  Legislation 
are  fo  check’d  and  controled,  that  they  are  alrnoft 
annihilated- — The  Courts  of  judicature  are  fo  dependant 
on  Proprietary  Influence,  that  wherever  Proprietary 
Intereft  is  in  Queftion,  the  Stream  of  Juftice  becomes 
fo  turbid  and  thick,  that  it  can  no  longer  difcharge 
its  Duty,  Security  of  Life  and  Eftate  is  become  an 
empty  Name,  and  the  Spirit  of  Liberty  diftreft  and 
worn  out,  by  ineffebtual  Efforts  for  her  Preservation, 
is  verging  faft  to  a  Diftblution.  Nothing  but  a  Roy¬ 
al  Medicine  expedidoyfly  adminiftred,  can  poffibly 
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revive  or  reftore  her.  And  if  fach  a  Medicine  can 
be  obtained,  fhall  we  not  even  attempt  to  obtain  it, 
before  the  midnight  Gloom  approaches,  and  fatal  Death 
puts  an  End  to  our  Struggles  ?  This,  Sir,  is  not  an 
Aggravation  of  our  Circumitances  ;  it  is  the  true  and 
unfortunate  State  of  Pennfylvania . 
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